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fi 15 with considerable  pleasure  that  the
Alexandria Historical Society publishes this edition of
The Afexandrie Chronicle m memory of 1. Patten
Abshire

Fat, as we knew him, was, in addibion (o being a
historian and writer, o long timeé member of the
Society and served on its Board of Directors, He was
our legal advisor, and we relied and appreciated his
good advice,

I first med Pat when he volunteered af the Lee
Boyhood Home Muscum where he frequently
appeared at historic costume events, Pat was a good
friend and, when he died in March of 1997,
Alexandria lost a valued citizen, Before his death he
left the Alexandria Historical Society a legacy that has
enabled us to establish an endowment fund for publi-
cataons. James H. Johnson

Past President

The following permission applics to both articles:
Copyright © 19951997 MNews World Communi-
cations, Inc. Reprinted with permission of The
Washington Times. This repring does not constitute or
imply any endorsement or sponsorship of any produet,
service. company or organization.

The photo of the marksman 15 an engraving after a
painting by Winslow Homer in the Library of
Conpross.

Fall 2004

My slightly older brother Patten and | grew up in our
grandmother's house on o very tall hill in Chat-
tanonga, Tennessee, overlooking the sweep of the
Moccasin Bend of the Teanesszee River. Before us was
a perfect view of the extended Mission Ridee, as well
as the towering Lookout Mountain.

Our grandfather, Major George Washington Patten,
o federnl officer, charped Mission Ridge in 1863, His
younger brother, then Corporal Zeb Patten, fought and
was wounded in the bloody battle of Chickamauga,
also in 1863, Both later settled in this milroad center
and went into business successfully. We claim that
they were the best of the carpetbaggers.

The Abshire family came from a farm near Roanoke,
Virginia, and fought for the Confederacy in Roben E,
Lee's Army of Northem Virginia. 1t 15 no wonder that
Pat took such a keen interest in the war events arpund
Chattanoogza where we grew up, as well as Alexandria,
our acgquired home,

It is with pleasure and honor that | have been given
the opportunity by the Alexandria Histoncal Society
o introdoce these two articles about the Civil War by
ey brodher Patten Abshire.

Dravid Abshire, President
Center for the Study of the Presidency

[(Nove: Paften Abshive ¥ caveer ihclided a stine a8 4
fmwver, a professor at American Universine a staff
member on Capitel Hill, and an emplovee af Chatiam
Chemical Conmpany.)



As war went on, technology dictated strategy

“Loak, General Lee, at the inswrmouniable difficuliies
between our line and that of the Yankees — the steep
hills, the tiers of artillery, the fences, the heavy skir-
mixh line ~ and then we 1 have to fight onr infaniry
against their batieries. ” —  Gen, James Longstreef

“The enemy (s there, General Longsireet, and | ant
woing to sirike him. " —  Gen, Robert E. Lee

“Chir men are folling faster now, for the deady mius-
ket ix at work, Folley after volley of crushing musker
balls sweeps through the lines and movws us down like
wiheart befare the scythe, ™ Py, Jakm Dooley

By ). Patten Abshine
SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTION TIMES

Why did the Civil War's immaontal military gemus,
Robent E. Lee, ignore st Gettysburg the important Jes-
som of Fredericksburg that the tactical defense held the
advantuge over the offense? There he had witnessed
the slaughter of more than 8,000 charging Union
infantry ul the foot of Muarve's Heights by massed
Confederate anillery and rifled-musket fire.

Perhaps Loe was unduly mnflucnced by the doctrincs
of Antoine Henry Jomini, taught ot West Point in the
18208, that the offense had the edge over the defonse,
But after the Napoleonic Wars, the scientific advances
of the Industrial Revolution changed previows notions
of military strategy,

From ancient times to the 20th céntury, small alter-
ations i weapins have resulied in huge modifications
in combal, according to Archer Jones in “The A of
War in the Westiern World.” Going back 1o the cighth
century, he finds that the availability of the stirmup in
Western Europe conferred on the heavy cavalry a cru-
¢l ndvantage over heavy inluntry, In the 18th centu-
ry, the bavoneted musket shifted ndvantage back 1o
infantry,

The Inddustrial Revolution ereated a umgue peniod in
warlare [rom 1700 o 1916, and the Amencan Crvil

War became the testing ground for many new arms.

The advent of superior defemsive lechnology,
including the niled musket, canister and effective
cxplosive antillery shells dictated the mode of war-
fare garly in the Civil War.

The most imnovative infantry weapon was the
muzzle-loading rifle firng the Minie ball (bulle).
Its bonger mange and preater accuracy meant that
defenders could start firing sooner ol greater dis-
tances and relond for more velleys before closing
with the enemy, thus augmenting the power of the
tactical defense.

Afier the weapon's adoption by both North and
South, attacks on well-defended entrenched posi-
tions were seldom successtiul. 17 the generals didnt
uniderstand this, the infantrymen knew it and
entrenched at every opportunity, 1t was their blood
that was spilled during imprudent charges.

Fxamples of the supremacy of the defense on
Civil War battleficlds abound. During the Seven
Days, Maj. Gen. George McClellan, fighting on the
defensive, lost only 20 percent of his available force
o Lee's foss of M) percemt,  Later, at Franklin, the
dramatic charge of the Army of Tennessee against
Union infantry behind breastworks, armed wath
rifles and some repeaters and supporied by anillery,
cost more than 6,000 Confederate dead and wound-
od. Thes dwarfed Gen. George Edward Pickett’s
loss of 1.354 at Gettyshurg.

Near the end ol the war, Lee dramatically shified
his tactics to counter Gen, Uilysses S, Granl's move
on Richmond, From the putset, Grant attempted to
maneuver Lee into open combat, where Grant's
superior numbers could destroy the Confederate
army.

Recogmizing the killing power of the rifled mus-
ket and artillery in the hands of his forces, Lee
countercd Grant's moves and confronted him with
entrenched defenses at every turn. Grant s attempts
to take Cold Harbor cost him 12,000 killed or
wounded against Lec's casualtics of not more than
1.500.

Foremost in the mind of Confederate Gen, Joseph
E. Johnston during his retreat to Atlanta was o take



the advantage of the tactical defense. He later
explaincd: 1 therefore thought it our policy to stand
on the defensive to spare the blood of our soldiers by
fighting under cover habitually and to attack only
when bad position or division of the enemy’s forces
might give us an advantage to counterbalance that of
SUPEFIOr numbers.”

Grant agreed that Johnston's tactics were right.
President Jefferson Davis’ replacement of Johinston by
Lt. Gen. John B, Hood to shift the Confoderate tactics
from cautious defense to bold offense evidenced a lack
of appreciation of the changes in warfare wrought by
the Industrial Revolution and may have hastened the
collapse of the Confederncy.

In contrast, President Lincoln understood that the
Industrial Revolution would have a profound cffect on
Civil War battles. He believed that new weapons,
such as the breach-loading rifle, could win the war.
But, according to William Hallahan in “Misfice”
Lincoln’s elforts were thwarted by his infransigent
penerals, who failed to appreciate that the new
weapons would make obsolete the strategies and tac-
tics they had learned carly in their careers.

Lincoln's chiel of ordnance, Gen, James Wolfe
Ripley. delayed adoption of the rapid-firing breach
loader, for instance, fearing it would lead the roops to
waste ammunition.  New means of transportation and
communication  also dreamatically affected logiztics
and strategies of the Civil War, Both North and South
made extenzive pse of the railroad and steamer to
move men and supplics over the vast areas over which
the war was fought. The conflict also featured the first
wide-scale vse in warfare of the electnic felegram for
communication and command.

Ceneral-in-Chicf Winficld Scott’s “cnvelopment™
strategy, with a blockage by sea ond a fleet of gun-
boats supported by soldiers along the Mississippi,
relied on the railroad for the movement of troops and
supplies and on steam-powercd warships,  As Mr
lones points out in “The Art of War in the Westemn
World,” Grant's implementation of this envelopment
concept al Shiloh was made possible by the use of the
telegraph, railroad and steamer,

Both sides made impressive use of the rallroads dur-
ing the battles of Chickamaugs and Chattanooga. To
strengthen Confederate Gen. Braxton Bragg's anmy in
Morth Georgia, Davis sent L Gen. James Longstreet
and his 12,000 veterans from Virginia on a 900-mile

A marksman vses 3 rifled barrel and telescopic
sight om his weapon.

rail excursion o Chickamauga Creek. It was those
veterans from the Army of Northern Virginia who
gave the South its last preat victory at Chickamanga
and sent Union Gen. William 8. Roscerans” Army of
the Cumberland back across the Georgia-Tennessee
horder to Chattanooga.

In turn, Lincoln reinforced Rosecrans’ beleaguered
forces with 20,000 men from the Army of the Potomac
transported by rail from Culpeper over 1.233 miles of
Lnion ternitory to a railhesd near Chattanooga. James
McPherson in “Battle Cry of Freedom™ characterizes
this as an “extraordinary feat of logistics™ and “the
longest and fastest movemend before the bwentieth
century.”™

The significance of this use of the milroad to support
the Umion forces besieged at Chattanooga was
iminense: I enabled Gen. Geant, when he armoved at
Chattanooga, to defeat one of the two major
Confederate armies, which crushed Southern morale
and provided Gen, William T. Sherman with the stag-
ing point for his campaign fo capture Atlanta,

Mozt of the leaders of the Umon and the
Confederacy were oblivious carly i the war to the
role innovative naval technology could play, The ULS,
Mavy had been neglected since 1815, and the South
had o naval tradition.

Iromically, American mvenors had been at the fore-
front in developmg new maval weapon systems. Joho
Dahlgren, a regular naval officer, had discovered how



w0 make stronger large-cahber guns. The evolution of
shells that could penctrate ship limbers focosed the
attertion of forward-looking officers on ronclads,
John Ericsson, the Swedish inventor who came 1o
Ameriea, had developed the serew propeller for steam
vessels whose more powerful systems could be pro-
tected by armaor,

In the 18605, Enropean powers began incorporating
these new technologies into their mavies.  The
American Civil War provided their first test in battle,
Confederate Sécretary of the Navy Stcphen R.
Mallory was more progressive than his Linton counter-
part, Gideon Wells, Mallory understood and adopted
the new technologies of ironclads, submarines and
mines (torpedoes), but he did not have the resources to
make this decisive,

The South was the first 10 laonch an tronclad, the
Memimack. At Hampton Roads, this made-over
wooden steamship devastated the Union fleet. The
North followed with the Monilor, 8 more advanced

warship designed by Ericsson,  Although the clash of

these two jronclads was inconglusive, they demon-
strated definmively the dominance of sicam-powered
armored vessels over wooden sailing crafi

To control the rivers and harbors the Union navy
adopted a new class of shallow-draft river monitors
and converted river steamers. These played a crucial
rile in dominating the Mississippi River and splitting
the Confederacy in half,

The tactical use of these river gunboats in suppon of
infantry brought on the surrender of Forts Henry and
Donelson on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers,
opening the way for Unioa advances into Temnessee
and started the litle-known brigadier general named
Grant on his road 10 Appomattox and the White
House.

J. Patten Ahshire iy @ retived antormey serving on the
board of the Alexandria Historical Society and a
docent at the Bovhood Home of Robert E. Lee. Hix
great  grandfother  fought af  Chickomanga.
Chattanooga and Franklin, and he was an infantry-
it i the Enrapean theater in World War [,



The 115th Illinois and

its test at Chickamauga

The Rev. Jesse Hale Moore, instrumental in organizing the 115th Wineis Regiment, eventually became
known as “the fighting preacher.” Zebolm Cartter Patten was one of the first to enlist in the regiment and
was one of the first in Company H to be wounded at Snodgrass Hill,

By. J. Panen Abshire
SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The 20,000 Union soldiers killed and wounded ot
Shiloh in April 1862 convineed President Abmaham
Linceln that the Civil War would be long ond costly,
That sumnmer, he called for 600,000 new recruits.

Volunleers from Decatur, 111, quickly organized the
115th Repiment. Farmers were the largest group of
those who stepped forward, followed by teachers,
clerks, merchants and shop men. Few, it any, had past
militia expericnce. but they would be transformed
from civilians mto an ctficient fighting lorce that
played 8 key role in saving the Union army al
Chickamanga in [ 863,

A prime mover behind the organization of the regi-
ment was the Rev. Jesse Hale Moore, pastor of the
First Methodist Episcopal Church, who would become
known as “the Aighting preacher.” He commanded the
regiment in all its battles and at war’s end was brevet-
ed from colonel to brigadier peneral,

lsaac H, C, Royse, author of “l15th Regimenl

[Minois Volunteer Infantry”™ (puhlished by Royse in
[ 901}, from which this account is taken, helped onga-
nizac Company E m nearby Macon County in August
[E62. He had Fared, taught school and clerked m g
store. Entering Company E as a private, Royse soon
rose to sergeant and in 1863 was commassioned a sec-
ond licutenant.

A short distance away in Delavan, Company H was
put together. One of the first to enlist was Zchoim
Cartier Patien, -a school fcacher who was of Mew
England and Revolutionary stock.

The organizing and equipping of the regiment took
place at Camp Butler, just east of Springfield, Dnlling
was a daily occupation. Omn Sept. 13, 1862, the reg-
ment was mustered mio LS. service “for three yvears
or during the war™ On Oct. 4, the 115th was trans-
ported by rail to the front in Kentucky, where Gen.
Braxton Bragg had led the Confederate Army of
Tennessee, finally going into camp at Covington.

The Mlinems volunteers saw their first signs of battle
when they reached Richmond, Ky., where bullet holes



scarred trees and Tences,

Sickness began fo take its toll. Measles was the
greatest scourge, followed by pnoumonia. At one
time, nearly two-thirds of the regiment was in the hos-
pital or on the sick list in camp. The doleful funeral
mtarch was heard.

Soon the [Mlineds volunteers joined Maj. Gen,
William 5. Rosecran’s army, clearing Tennessee of the
Confederates, The regimental ficld hospitals and gen-
eritl hospitals in Nashville began to be filled with men
suffering from typhoid and pneumonis.

Lt Royse, lving in & hospital tent, overheard the
doctors remark, “Well, of course, Fovse will die. We
can do nothing for him here.”

Told he would he moved to the general hospital,
where he would be made more comfortable he protest-
2 = he had heard of the numbers carried Trom the gen-
eral hospital to the cemetery — and remamed in the
ficld hospital until he was able to walk out,

Winter | 863 marked the nadir of the North's military
operations. The peace faction of the Democratic Party
srew sironger with each sethack of Union armies. War
weriness and the grim realities of ammy life had dis-
couraged volunteering,

The response of the [Minois volunteers to these
adversitics was . [0 pass resolulions opposing  any
armistice and endorsing the policy 1o sirike decisive
blows at the unholy rebellion, and to bring the war to
a speedy, sure and glorous termination, so that traitors
in the South may meet with deserved punishment, and
dammnable traitors o the Morth may be brought fo ter-
rible justice.”

[n June [863, Rosecrans renewed his effort 1o expel
Brage from Tennessee, His mfaniry and cavalry burst

thromgh the gaps in the Comberland foothilis south of

Murfreesboro,

Bragg fell back all the way to Chattanooga. The
simall city was strategically astride a rulroad through
the Appalachian mountains into the South’s heartland,
Soon outflanked and oumumbered, Bragg abandoned
Chattanooga in Scptember and concentrated a fow
miles south near LaFayette, Ga., in preparstion for a
countersiroke.

Feeling that Brage was 0 full retreal, Bosccrans
scattered his forces over a distance of 60 miles in north
Georgia.  The 115th Regiment marched with
Roseerans’ army to Rossville, Ga., and bivouacked.
On Sept. 19, Union and Confederate patrols bumped
it each other west of Chickamauga Creck, ignifing

i}

Li. Isaae H.C. Rovee alse was wounded ai
Snodgrass Hill, but he continued to command a
company until the next morning.

the war's bloodiest battle in the Westemn theater, a bat-
tle that would fully test the 115th.

The firar day’s vicious struggle was mconelusive, but
fat the nmext moming, Confederate LI Gen. James
Longstreet sent his troops moving forward,

O the Union side, confusion over orders resulted n
a large gap in their ling, which Longstreet's men
poured through, breaking the Union army in two and
sending half the troops flecing back to Chattanooga.
Unton Maj. Gen. George Thomas organized the
remaining troops for a last-ditch stand on a mgged
series of hills known as Horseshoe Ridge or Snodgrass
Hill.

The 115th Regiment had spent the night in reserve.
That moming arms were inspected and 60 rounds of
cartridges were issped,  Gens. Gordon Granger and
James Steedman ordered the division up double Gme
o relieve Thomas on Snodgrass Ridge. The column,
including the 115th, came under artillery fire near
Thomas® headguarters in the Snodgrass house and
them up the little valley o the norbwest.

Om the other side of the ridge, the Conlederates were
moving up the slopes to execute Brape's plan to take



Thomas from the rear, The ridge and surrounding
terrain were covered with growth and underbrush,
Visibility was limited.

Royse recalled, “General Steedman, on his faithful
charger dircetly behind the 115th, gave the signal for
altock. ...

“It was a race for the crest of the ndge, with
chances about equal. As our lines rolled over the
crest, the Confederates were in plain view, in some
places scarcely more than sixty yards distance, For
a moment the clash of bayonets scemed mevitable,
but we had the advantage. Every man presented a
bright bayonct, while the Confederates were without
that weapon. The men in that plight could not stand
against our advancing line of stecl. The intense
excitement of that moment can be appreciated only
by those who have had a similar experience.

“After a volley the Confederates gave way, close-
by followed by our front line, a distance of perhaps
gighty or one hundred vards down the southem
slope.”

Prominent in this first charge was Cpl. Zeboim
Cartler Patten.  As the color guard for Company H,
he was in one of the most exposed positions. A
Minie ball struck him in the instep of the feft foot,
coming out below the unkle. He was one of the first
in the company o be wounded,

Patten was evacuated to Chattanooga, where al a
hospital he was told his foot would be cut off as soon
as the worst cases were treated. The next moming,
however, he was assured that his foot would not be
amputated. Later, he was cvacuated to Nashville.

More than three hours passed in this deadly com-
bat between the Confederate and Union forees over
the ridge. By 4:30 p.m., Union ammunition was run-
ning out, forcing the 115th to fall back from the
crest,

Steedman galloped up o Col, Moore, “the fighting
preacher,” and asked why he was not holding his
eround, Moore replicd, “We are out of ammunition.
Citve us armmmnition and we will hold the hill against
all odds.”

“Give them the bayonet.” the general responded.

The colonel commanded, “Fix bayonets, forward
double-quick, march,” and the worn troopers of the
115th went forward.  Stecdman seized the regimen-
tal colors and carried them a short distance in the
charge.  Thus, withowt ammunition, the lhinois
Volunteers were led in the last charge up Snodgrass

Hill, driving fresh Confederate troops to the valley
bebiow.

This was the cclebrated “flag incident™ that
Rosccran’s official report records as the Grst charpge.
But Rovyse, wha was there, places it as the last charpe.
On the first charge, according to Royse, company col-
ofs were carrted by Pabten.

When Thomas began his withdrawal, the 115th
dropped back from the crest of Snodgrass Hill to evac-
uate to Chattunooga. A little before the last charge,
Royse was wounded, but he continued to command
the company until the next morming.

Brig, Gen. W. C, Whitaker, commander of the
brigade, stated m his official report:  “The 115th
Hineas, Colonel Moore,  deserves notice for s
courage and bearing. The entire command bore them-
selves like veterans, under the most withering fire,
murderons fire of musketry, grape and conister for
over three hours, immly mamtaaming the ground until
we were directed to retire which was done in fair
order, the enemy retiring also at the same time,”

Recognizing the crucial role the 115th played in sup-
porting Thomas, the “Rock of Chickamauga.” in pre-
venting  destruction of the Union army, Steedman
delivered his division colors to the regiment, to be car-
ricd for the day as a mark of honor,

When the Unmion forces laler broke out of
Chattanooga, the 115th under Moore operated in north
Georgia as part of Maj, Gen, William T, Sherman's
push to Atlanta.

Royse continued with the negiment as quartermasier,
Patten, after recovering from his wound, was dis-
charged but joined the 14%h New York Infantry with
the rank of heutenant,

The 115th Regiment followed Confederate Lt Gen.
Iohn Bell Hood into Tennessee and fought at the bat-
tle of Franklin. At the end of the war, the force mus-
tered oot at Mashville, Most of the veterans ok the
train back home 10 Decatur.

A Fatten Abshive af Alexandria was an infaninmman
in Eurape during World War I and is o descendant of
the 15tk Regiment 3 Cpl. Zebolm Cartter Patten, who
wes weniinded i the charege ar Snodprass Hill,
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