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Circumstance --

Th ings  somet imes  have  a  way
o f  go ing  awry  and  th i s  f oun ta in  i s  t he
o f f sp r i ng  o f  such  a  c i r cums tance .  l t
i s  bes t  t o  s ta r t  a t  t he  beg inn ing  -  an
editorial in The Alexandria Gazette
newspape r  pub l i shed  on  Ju l y  31 ,
1  908 :

SPARE THE CANNONS

The  o lde r  c i t i zens  can  b r i ng  to
m ind  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  o ld
cannons  l oca ted  a t  d i f f e ren t
po in t s  a round  the  wharves .
some o f  t hem c la im ing  tha t
they  were  p laced  the re  by  c i t i zens

o f  A lexand r i a  as  f a r  back  as  1812  as
a  rem inder  o f  t he  war  a t  t ha t  t ime
when  the  Eng l i sh  vesse ls  came up  the
r iver  and dest royed the Capi ta l  a t
Wash ing ton  and  l a te r  came to  th i s
c i t y  and  robbed  ou r  merchan ts  o f  a l l
t he  p rov i s ions  they  needed .  The re  i s
one  gun  i n  pa r t i cu la r  t ha t  i s  abou t  t o
be  cons igned  to  mo the r  ea r th ,
i nc iden t  t o  t he  improvemen t  be ing
made  on  the  s t rand  be tween  Pr ince
and  K ing  s t ree ts  by  T .  F .  Bu r roughs ,
Son  &  Co . ,  who  expec t  t o  l oca te  the i r
g r i s t  m i l l  i n  t he  bu i l d ing  fac ing  the
r iver  f ront .  Wi th the sp i r i t  which
actuated the wr i ter  o f  that  poem,
'Woodman, Spare that Tree,' we would
suggest that the old cannon might be taken
up and placed in another location to
preserve it as a relic of by-gone days.
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Motivated by the fact that the
cannon was a historic relic, Mary G.
Powell,  Frances G. Monroe and Isabel G.
Boswell authored a petition which was
presented for approval to
the Mt. Vernon DAR Chapterr at its
November 20, 1908 meeting:

Whereas the National Society of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution, having fbr one of i ts
objects, the preservation of al l
historic relics - be it resolved that
the Mt. Vernon Chapter petition the
City Council  of Alexandria, Va. to
preserve and have placed in a
prominent posit ion, the old cannon
which has recently been removed
fronr the Strand, near King &
Prince streets. The said cannon
being valued by many of our
cit izens. as a rel ic o1'the war
between England and the United
S ta tes  o f  1812- i814 .

The Alexandria City Council  considered
the petit ion on November 24, 1908, but
referred it to the comnrittees on streets and
general larvs.2

As the City has no pertinent
records for this period, Mount Vernon
Chapter DAR minutes have been used to
provide missing detai ls. Mrs. Powell 's
January 26, 1909 chapter report informs us
about the petit ion's outcome:

The City Council of Alexandria
notified the Mt. Vernon
Chapter D.A.R. that after
investigation by Commonwealth's

Att 'y Fisher [Samuel P.]3, he was unable
to prove the city's rights to the cannon, on
the strand, one of which was unlawfully
appropriated by a junk dealer and sold to
the Steel Plant, on the Maryland Shore,
and that it rests with the owner of
the property, on which the cannon was at
the time of its'seizure, to prove his right
and demand return of the cannon.

After noting that the owner had no
interest in pursuing the matter. Mrs.
Powell then shared some startling news:

Capt. Bryant [Herbert]o, an
Alderman, finding that there were
four cannons sti l l  on the Strand.
has secured by written agree-
ment on the part of the property
owners, the r ight of possession
of the said fbur cannons to the Mt.
Vernon Chapter  D.A.R.

The reaction of the ladies is
reflected in the following motion that was
approved at this same January meeting:

The Mt. Vernon Chapter
realizing that the preservation of
these rel ics is a work more
properly belonging to the Society
fbr the Preservation of Alexandria
Antiquit ies, therefore i t  is
moved that we convey to that
Society, our guaranteed right
to said cannon and that we promise
to -qive such financial aid
in the work of preservation, as the
Chapter can aftord.

Although the February 1909
minutes reflect the Society had accepted
ownership of the four cannons, it later
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changed its position. The Chapter was
then confronted with the responsibility of
finding ways to preserve the cannons.

ALEXANDRIA MEMORIAL
DRINKING FOUNTAIN

In November 1909, Mary Gregory
Powells suggested to the chapter the idea
of placing a drinking fountain in front of
the market at the historic intersection of
Royal and Cameron streets. She told
members that if they would undertake the
project she f'elt it would be well supported
by the community. Her idea was readily
accepted and she was made chair
of a committee of three members of her
choice.

Mrs. Powell accurately predicted
the community's support for the project.
The fbl lowing letter explains why:

I am very much interested in the
drinking fbuntain fbr men and
animals. . . Such a work commends
itself to the whole community as
there has been no convenient place
lbr watering horses since
the removal of the old 'diagonal

pump'. It is hoped that rhe ladies
will be supported in their
worthy undertaking by the citizens
generally, and generously.

OLD CITIZE,N

The Alexandia Gazette

The letter voiced a large but under
publicized concern of a community caught
in the midst of social change. As pointed
out by T. Michael Miller and William
Francis Smith in their book, A Seaport
Saga6, water pumps were once located on
almost all street corners in
Alexandria. With the advent of a city
water company by 1852, the pumps
became obsolete as more and more
residents subscribed to the company.
While some corner pumps still
remained in 1910, al l  of the water pumps
along King Street, a major roadway, had
already been removed. Although most
Alexandria businesses sti l l  used horse
drawn wagons at this time, citizens were
mostly concerned by the lack of public
drinking available to farmers and
their horses bringing produce to the city
market.

The Mt. Vernon D.A.R. (sic DAR)
Chapter was neither the first nor the last to
think that the city needed a water fbuntain:

WANT TO ERECT FOUNTAIN.
The Women's Christ ian
Temperance Union, alive to
everything affecting the general
welfare of man and beast, are now
creating interest in a public
water fountain. where a man.
l ikewise a horse, can get a drink of
water. The object is commendable
and it is hoped will succeed.

Alexandria Gazette

Friday, 25 September 1908

In October  1911,  Mr.  Swan
[C.B.]t,  a common council  member,
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introduced a resolution before Council
asking fbr a $300.00 appropriation towards
a drinking fountain for horses. The matter
was referred to the committees on finance
and streets.8

Funding fbr the DAR Chapter's
tbuntain came ttom a variety of sources
but the most significant funcls collectecl
were derived from two major events. A
May 1910 publicity release for the f irst
event gives an update of the project,s
progress:

The City Council having granted
the petition of the Mount Vernon
Chapter, DAR to erect a public
drinking tbuntain on Cameron
street and the Alexandria Water
Company having generously a_greecl
to furnish the water theretbr,
it has been decided by rhe ladies . .
. to begin their eftbrts to raise the
necessary funds .

Alexandria Gazette

Sarurday, 1:l  May 1910, p 3

The Chapter's first major event was
an "Evening of Song and Story," held
May 20,1910 at  the Hi l l  Young People 's
Hall,  on the west side of the 100 block of
South Washington street. Jean Wilson, a
monologist, starred. Several others
lending their talents to the eveninq were
Mrs. Thomas Hulf ish who sang, "If  I  were
a Rose", and Miss Katherine Waller and
Miss Kast in piano and viol in duets.e

The second event was a
pertbrmance of the comedy, "Just Plain

Folks" utilizing a volunteer cast of actors.
It was held on Monday evening, February
20, I9l1 at the Opera House which Mr. J.
M. Hillt0 had loaned to the ladies. The
event's great success prompted the ladies
to make a special newspaper
announcement:

The returns from the
entertainment were so gratifying
that the chapter was encouraged to
direct the fountain committee to
begin the work of securing designs
and estimates, in the belief, that, in
the very near future Alexandria will
be blessed with a much needed
drinking fbuntain tbr man and
beast.

The Alexandria Gazette

F-ebruary 21 , 1911, p 3

With the fbuntain committee
immersed in gathering designs and
estimates, a subcommittee was appointecl
in June 1911 to have the cannons
transported from the waterfront to Clirist
Church. Because the October minutes
state, "the special committee... had them
brought to Christ Church yard, together
with one which has been in Mrs.
I-Ierndon's care" it appears the Chapter
may have owned f ive cannons in al l .rr

By November, seven fountain
designs had been collected - two from
unidentifled firms in the District of
Columbia, two from [Virgi l  W.] Fuller of
Boston, two from [J & R] Lamb of New
York, and one from [J. E.] Caldwell &
Co. in Philadelphia.t2 The
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membership selected the Caldwell design
with an understanding that several
modifications would be made.

December and January were
devoted to finalizing the fountain's design.
Mrs. Powell chaired a committee to
prepare a suitable inscription for the
fbuntain. Meanwhile, Mrs.William A.
Smoot, Sr.,rr the chapter regent, was
asked to seek the Virginia Legislature's
permission to use the center of the street
lbr the drinking tbuntain.

By February 1912, nearly all the
planning had been accomplished. The
fountain's final design along with an
appropriate inscription had been approved
and a cannon shipped to the Caldwell
company. Mrs. Powell reported to the
membership that "Mr. Caldwell said he
would f inish [the] work by Apri l ,  i f
possible. "

On March ll, 1912, the General
Assembly passed an Act "to allow the
erection of a fountain in the city of
Alexandria by the Mount Vernon Chapter
of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, and to authorize the city
council of Alexandria, to grant permission
fbr such erection. "ra All that remained
now was fbr Caldwell to produce the
fountain. That the ladies believed
Caldwell would finish and deliver the
tountain befbre April is evidenced by the
fbuntain's erroneous inscriot ion:

"Erected April I , l9l2 by Mount Vernon
Chapter Daughters of the American
Revolution in memory of the Colonial and

Revolutionary Events of the town of
Alexandria"

The 7 foot 6 inch high fountain did
not arrive in Alexandria until early May.
An important reason for the delay was
that:

When it lthe cannon] was being
drilled for use in the fbuntain.
it was found to contain a solid shot.
and as there was every reason to
believe that there was a charge of
powder back of the shot, the work
of drilling had to be conducted with
extreme caution.
The Philadelphia Press newspaper

Sunday, 28 Apri l  1912, p 3

Caldwell had also placed the fbuntain on
public exhibit for several days before
sending it on to Alexandria.

On May 6, 1912, the fountain was
positioned in the center of the recently
vitrified brick intersectionr'' at Cameron
and Royal streets and a formal dedication
was held on May 9, 1912.

The scene at the corner of Royal
and Cameron streets where the
fbuntain is located, was an
inspiring one this afternoon.
Surrounding buildings were draped
with many American and Virginia
flags, while the stained wall of the
old historic structures located
nearby were hidden from view by
fluttering bunting in red, white and
blue .



The fountain was designed and
constructed by Caldwell of
Philadelphia and is a handsome
piece of work. It is built around an
old cannon which had been in
Alexandria for many years and
which gun experts fiom
Washington say was made in 1750
and was in all probability used by
General Braddock.

Above the cannon a dolphin spouts
water into a small basin which is
for birds. Below are two automatic
fbuntains, for men and under-
neath this the main fountain fbr
horses. At the base are two
troughs fbr dogs. The fbuntain is
seven f-eet, six inches in height and
the main bowl is filur f'eet in
diameter.

On the west side it bears the
inscript ion: 'Erected Apri l  l2th
[1st ] ,  1912 by Mount  Vernon
Chapter Daughters of the American
Revolution in memory of the
Colonial and Revolutionary
Events of the town of Alexandria'

On the east side is the insienia of
the  D .A .R .

Ale xan d ria Gazett e newspaper

Thursday,  9  May 1912,  pg.  1

Shortly after the May 9 dedication,
it became apparent that the fountain was
not functioning properly and on June 7,

1912, Mr. J. F. Thomas, the fbuntain's
designer came from Philadelphia to acljust
the openings.'o Problems with its
operation persisted however.

In October, the ladies asked City
Council to "look into the condition of the
fountain. "Mrs.Wil l iam A. Smoot, the
Regent, reported that both the Chairman
of tl-re committee on streets and the
plumber "considered the fountain faulty in
construction. " The ladies again
contacted the Caldwell company fbr help.
The January 10, 1913 minutes reveal:

He [Mr. Caldwell]  senr an
experienced man to ascertain the fault in
the fbuntain. He calls the attention of the
ladies of the Chapter, to the pit under the
fountain, which is constantly filled with
water, which seeps in through the ground.
He proposes that a connection be made
from this pit to the sewer, to carry off this
water. for when it freezes it is likely to
cause more serious trouble. The City
Council  was notif ied of this fault.

Mr.[Joseph C.] Gates was
interviewed, but did not consider i t
necessary to fix it; but as Caldwell so
strictly warned the Chapter of the
consequences, which would arise from
neglect, Mrs.[Wm. J] Boothe and Mrs.
Smoot were requested to again interview
Mr. Gates. Mrs. Boothe made the
fol lowing motion; ' I  move that Mrs.
Smoot ask Mr. Gates to give a written
quarantee to the ef'fect that in his expert
opinion Caldwell 's suggestion is
unnecessary, in regard to the plumbing
under the fountain.' Seconded by Mrs.
Morton.



City Council did nothing to remedy On the rain stormy ni,eht of
the drainage problem. September 22, 1916, an automobile

.oitiO.O with the fountain. Although the
CITY COUNCIL AND THE newspaper reported the fountain had
COMMITTEE OF LADIES escaped injury, we see from the
SKIRMISH followine paid advertisement this was not

truele:
In 1915, the Alexandria Gazette

published two letters by unidentified At the time of the accident to the
citizens complaining that Alexandria's fountain at the corner of Cameron and
sense of civic pride was lacking. The Royal streets, in September last, the
March 22. L9l5 letter signed "Another bronze ornament or 'Dolphin,' which
Old Inhabitant" chided City Council surmounted the top of the monument was
members as being reluctant to deal with lost or mislaid. Any information as to its
issues concerning the community's health, where-abouts, or that will lead to its
sanitation and saf'ety. The tountain was recovery, will be gratefully received by
cited as arn example: the ladies of the D.A.R. or the city

authorities. It was seen shortly after the
It lthe fbuntain] was received with accident.
a flourish of trumpets and
professions of appreciation, but not The Alexandria Gazette
the least etfort has ever
been made to keep the drinking Wed,2l March 1917' p I
fountain in order or to have
the water turned on and off, as was Within days of the collision,
promisecl. For nine months neighbors near the tbuntain circulated a
thousands of gallons of water were petition asking that the fbuntain be

waste<i, ancl the small and removed. Alleging that it was "dangerous

unfettered youth of the to lif'e and property and effects the life of

neighborhood (besides man and animals who drink from it since

banging on the rim of the bowl) it is used for a wash basin, laundry and
performed his [their]morning bath tub because no one appears to have

ablutions there, even going so far supervision over i t",  they called i t  a
as to bring with him [them] soap "nuisance."20 City Council  considered
and towel the petit ion at i ts September 26, 1916

meeting but referred it to the joint

As shown in the City's 135th committee of streets and general laws.rr
Annual Financial Statement for the fiscal The joint committee would concur with the
year ending May 31, 1915, City Council  neighbors but their decision was not

did try to address the fountain's drainage presented to Council until Februaty 27 ,
problem since it  reports that $10.90 was 1917.
paid tbr "plumbing at Public Fountain."rE



Neither the Board of Aldermen nor
the Common Council disputed the joint
committee's recommendation to relocate
the fbuntain . Instead, disagreement about
the details of where to relocate it and what
measures should be taken to ensure its
sanitation caused both councils
to postpone a decision until their March
meeting22.

Seein_q that Council and the
community tavored relocating the fbuntain,
the Chapter took several decisive steDs ar
their March meering. Mrs. Wil l iurnl.
Morton, Mrs. John H. Foster, Mrs.
Thomas W. Robinson and Mrs. John
Stuart Jamieson were to cal l  upon the City
Council and propose that Council either
leave the tbuntain where it now stands and
appoint a custodian to care fbr it or rerurn
it to the Mount Vernon Chapter. The
ladies were also to present to Council the
June 26, 1912 thank you letter they had
reccivcd tbr the fbuntain sisned bv
Flowarcl W. Smith, presideit of tte
Common Council .  The decision to have a
copy of the letter published in rhe
newspaper was an important one:

Alexandria, VA

June 26.  1912
President
Mt .  Vernon Chaprer ,  D.A.R.

Dear Madam:
Your communication to the
Common Council of the City of
Alexandria in ref'erence to the care
of the drinking fbuntain ar rhe
corner of Royal and Cameron

streets, was duly received and
referred to the proper committee.
At the same meeting a motion was
offered and unanimously carried
extending a vote of thanks to
your organization for the donation
of the fountain and directins me as
President of the Common Clouncil
to communicate the same to you.

In doing so permit me to say it is
gratifying and encouraging to the
City Council to feel they have the
support and assistance of your
splendid organization in
their efforts toward the
improvement of our city, and
Council will take great pride in
properly caring fbr your
handsome and useful donation.

Respecrf'ully,

President. Common Council

Alexandia Gazette

Sat .  March I0 ,  1917,  p 2

The letter 's publication caused an
immediate shif i  in public opinion.
Council  soon received a petit ion
signed by a number of merchanrs
and stall renters at the market
urging them not to move the
fbuntain.23

On March 13, lgl l  ,  Mrs. Wil l iam
J. Morton2a accompanied by a delegation
of five ladies from the Chapter made what
the newspaper called a "short but fbrcible



address" before the City Council.2s In
her remarks, Mrs. Morton said that the
"ladies had spent $1,600 for the fountain;
that the Virginia Legislarure had given the
Chapter permission to locate it at-its
present site;26 and that when the fountain
was presented to the city in 1g12, the
Chapter had asked the City then to appoint
a custodian for the fountain. Her
implication was clear to al l  _ i t  was City
Council's fault the fountain had become a
nuisance. " Besides asking that the
fbuntain not be removed fiom its present
site, she asked Council to (l) conslder
placing the fountain under the iurisdiction
of the police station since it wis located
but a square away; and (2) that the City
Engineer ascertain what steps woulcl be
necessary to keep the fbuntain in workins
order. She conclucled her remarks by
saying that if the city rlid not feel it could
properly care for the fbuntain, the Chapter
would.27

Council did that nighr adopt a
motion by Councilman [Albert]2s Bryan
that the city engineer ascertain what steps
would be necessary to put the fbuntain in a
sanitary condition but the matter along
with the petitions was ref'erred back to tfre
general laws committee.2e

On March 27, IglT the Council
unamiously voted to accept the committee
on streets recommendation that the
fountain be overhauled and repaired at an
expenditure not to exceed $100 and that
the fountain be placed in the custody of the
police torce.30

The ladies were jubilant. An April
minute entry states, "Mrs.[Julian] Howard

moved the Chapter be congratulated and
the committee chairman be thanked. "
Their jubilation was ro be short liveo,
however, for the City Auditor,s Financial
Statements for the fiscal years ending May
3I, l9I7 and 1918 show no city
expenditures made for the fountain.3r

THE FOUNTAIN IS
RELOCATED

On September 7, 191g the fountain
suffered a second mishap when an army
truck from the euartermaster's Corps at
Ft. Humphrey's [Ft. Belvoir l  col l icled with
the fountain knocking it off its pedestal
and throwing it to a distance of about 40

f'eet. The newspaper states "Forrunately,
however, the tbuntain was not broken and
apart fiom the injury sustained by being
disconnected no other damage was
done. "32 The fbuntain was f,ut back onto
its base where it remained until October
1919 when it  suddenly vanishecl fronr
public view. Since City Council  was sri l l
enjoying its summer recess, it is quite
probable that the City,s newly created
Department of Health ortlered the
fbuntain's removal.

An Apri l  5, L9Z3 unsigned report
by City Manager, Wil<jer M. Rich3r io
City Council  indicates:

. . . the fbuntain was shipped to
the makers, J. E. Caldwell &
Co., Philadelphia for repairs in
October 1919. The fountain
was returned in October 1920 anrl
is now stored in the market

TO



building in the original crating.
The total cost of repairs,
freight, crating, etc. was $220.33,
which was paid by the City.r l

Both the chapter minutes and
newspaper reports show that from October
1920 until the spring of 1923, the ladies
annually petitioned Council to restore the
tountain to its original location and that
Council  referred them to committee.

Following a two and half year
impasse, the Chapter's May 15, 1923
minutes state:

"The Regent [Mrs. D. Mauchlin
Niven] reported a letter received
from Alexandria Council
asking for a committee to meet
them in conf'erence. relative to the
location and re-erection of
the fbuntain. The Committee
appointed were Mrs. Porvell ,  Mrs.
Morton and Mrs. Niven."

The bronze drinking fountain was
re-erected at the southwest corner of
Fairfax and Cameron streets. As reported
by The Alexandria Guzette on September
19, 1923 "once its pipes were connected
the water would again be turned on. "

That there was some delay in
connecting the pipes is suggested by the
chapter's October minutes which state
"Mrs. Powell reported she and Mrs. Niven
had called upon Mr. Rich [the City
Mana-qerl and Mr.[Robert S.] Jones [a
Councihnan], in behalf of the fountain,
which had at last found an abiding place.
Promises were made to these ladies that it
would be in working order the

ensuing week. " Since the fountain
committee agreed at the December meeting
to see that the water was turned off, befbre
any danger of freezing occurred, we know
the promise was kept.

In the absence of any photograPhs
of the fountain rn 1923, it is difficult to
judge whether the Caldwell company's
repairs to the fountain included a new
bronze dolphin to replace the one lost in

1916. The City Auditor 's 141st Annual
Financial Statement for the fiscal year
ending May 3I, l92l simply reflects the
J.E. Caldwell company was paid $120.00
fbr the repairs35. The present Caldwell
company has stated that they do not have

any o l ' the o ld company 's  records. r t '
There is no question, however, that the
fountain looked better than it had in some
years. The ladies were apparently so
pleased to have it  on display again that in

November 1923 they decided "to secure
both a new chain and a new bronze dipper

for the fountain." At the May meeting,
Mrs. Robinson, chairman of the
Fountain Cornmittee reported that the new
dipper had not yet been attached to the
fbuntain. "for reasons of sanitation, but
atter some discussion, it was decided to

fol low the original plan. " What happened
to this dipper and the one ordered from
Caldwell in June 1912 is not known.

In John D. Everhardt., Jr. 's art icle
"Monuments, Markers, Now Reflect

Glories of City's Past" published by the

Alexandia Gazette, January 6, 1964 he
writes:
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Leonard A. McKenney, director of
mechanical inspection for
Alexandria, well remembers as a
very young man, drinking water
from that tbuntain out of the old
copper dippers that had been placed
there tbr that purpose by those who
first erected that fbuntain - as did a
lot of other people.37

In an article entitled "Alexandria's
Cannon Cockers" and Their Cannons,
Col. Wil l iam Glasgow, Jr. states that after
the tbuntain was moved to the southwest
corner of Fairtax and Cameron streets,
"the city's then one-man General Service
employee Police Officer Julean Rawlett
always kept its troughs as shiny as a new
penny. "38

By 1925 the need of a public
drinking fbuntain fbr horses was waning.
While the ritual of turning the fountain's
waters on in the spring and off in the firll
continued fbr some years, a day did come
when the ritual was no longer tbllowed.
As years elapsed and its beauty faded, the
tbuntain became an object of some
curiosity, especial ly to chi ldren.

In 1963 Wil l iam F. Kesterson a
plumber on lvlount Vernon Avenue totally
dismantled the fountain and rebuilt it.
With help from the water company, the
fbuntain once more became operable.3e

When the City completed its first
phase of its urban renewal project, the
fbuntain was relocated to its present site
on N. Royal street and a dedication

ceremony was held on June 2, 1967.40
It is here that one finds it todayar.
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"Memorial Day
Address"

May 28, 2OO1

Veterans Memorial

College Park, Maryland

by

Glenn Harry Nordin

Thank you fo r  the  inv i ta t ion
to  jo in  you on  th is  day  -  here  -
where  you honor  ve terans  and
those  who d ied  in  war .  My
remarks  today  are  drawn f rom an
inqu i ry  as  to  the  h is to ry  o f  our
na t ion 's  Memor ia l  ce lebra t ion  and
the  persona l  mean ings  tha t  I  d raw
f rom th is  day .

Boa lsburg ,  Pennsy lvan ia ;
R ichmond,V i rg in ia ;  Co lumbus ,
Miss iss ipp i  and Water loo  New York
a l l  c la im to  be  the  o r ig in  o f
ceremonies  to  honor  bo th  Un ion
and Confedera te  dead.  The c i ty  o f
Water loo  New York  f i rs t  observed
th is  annua l  remembrance  on  May
5 ,  1866 ,  by  c los ing  bus iness ,
decora t ing  graves  and f l y ing  f lags
at  ha l f -s ta f f  in  honor  o f  those dead
in  the  C iv i l  War .  There  was no
f ixed  da te  fo r  the  ce lebra t ion  un t i l
1B6B when the  Grand  Army o f  the
Repub l i c  Commander  in  Ch ie f  John

Logan i ssued  genera l  o rder  number
e leven.  I  quote :

"The 30 th  day  o f  May,
i  868 ,  i s  des igna ted  fo r  the
purpose o f  s t rewing  w i th
f lowers  o r  o therw ise  decora t ing
the  graves  o f  comrades who
d ied  in  de fense o f  the i r  count ry
dur ing  the  la te  rebe l l i on ,  and
whose  bod ies  now l ie  in  a lmos t
every  c i ty ,  v i l lage ,  and hamle t
church-yard  in  the  land .  In  th i s
observance no  fo rm o f
ceremony is  p rescr ibed,  bu t
pos ts  and  comrades  w i l l  i n  the i r
own way ar range such f i t t ing
serv ices  and tes t imon ia ls  as
c i rcumstances  may  permi t . "

Un i ted  Sta tes  Senator
Foraker  speak ing  a t  Ar l ing ton  on
May 3Oth  19O5 b roadened  the  l i s t
o f  those to  be  honored.  I  quote :

"Th is  day  be longs  to  our  so ld ie r
dead;  no t  o f  one war ,  bu t  o f  a l l  our
wars ;  and  par t i cu la r l y  here ,  i n  th i s
cemetery ,  where  on  these shaf ts
and s tones  we read names tha t
i l l umine  so  many  per iods  o f  ou r
h is to ry .  "

I t  seems tha t  the  name
Memor ia l  Day  was  p roc la imed
af te r  Wor ld  War  I  and in  May o f
1966 ,  Wate r loo ,  New York  was
recogn ized as  the  "B i r thp lace  o f
Memor ia l  Day"  by  the  Un i ted
Sta tes  Government .
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In  1971 ,  Congress  w i th  the
Pres ident ' s  s ignature  expanded the
observance to  inc lude every
mi l i ta ry  person who d ied  in  serv ice
to  our  na t ion  and se t  the  da te  o f
the  las t  Monday in  May to  observe
Memor ia l  Day .  By  se t t ing  the  da te
in  tha t  way ,  there  w i l l  a lways  be  a
th ree-day  weekend a t  the  end o f
May.  A  th ree  day  weekend tha t
has  become a  t ime to  t rave l ,  to  add
to  a  vacat ion ,  to  a t tend concer ts
and b ig  sa les  events ,  and to  take
more  le i su re  in  do ing  the  norma l
weekend  chores .  In  1999 .  a
Senator  and a  Congressman,  bo th
ve terans  o f  Wor ld  War  l l ,  and
poss ib ly  chagr ined by  the
commerc ia l i za t ion  o f  th is  day
sought  leg is la t ion  to  re tu rn  to  May
3Oth  as  the  da te  fo r  Memor ia l  Day .

In  December  2OOO,  the
Congress  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes
passed a  reso lu t ion  s igned by  the
Pres ident  wh ich  s ta tes  tha t  on
Memor ia l  Day  a t  3  p .m.  loca l  t ime ,
a l l  Amer icans  are  asked "To
vo lun tar i l y  and in fo rmal ly  observe
in  the i r  own way a  Moment  o f
remembrance  and  respec t ,  paus ing
f rom whatever  they  are  do ing  fo r  a
moment  o f  s i lence or  l i s ten ing  to
Taps.  "

Taps  -  the  las t  bug le  ca l l  o f
the  so ld ie r ' s  day  was  once  known
in  US Army manua ls  as  L igh ts  Out
or  more  prec ise ly  Ex t ingu ish  L igh ts .
Genera l  But te r f ie ld  o f  the  Un ion

Army in  1862  d id  no t  l i ke  the  then

cur ren t  vers ion  o f  L igh ts  Out .
A l though the  Genera l  was  no t  a
mus ic ian ,  w i th  h is  w i fe ' s  he lp  he
composed a  d i f fe ren t  se t  o f  no tes .
He  then  ca l led  a  bug le r  -  one  O l i ve r
Nor ton  and had the  bug ler  p lay  the
ca l l  repeated ly  wh i le  the  Genera l
ad jus ted  the  no tes  un t i l  i t  became
our  modern  day  Taps .

Taps  became our  f ina l  t r ibu te
to  a  fa l len  war r io r  in  the  c ruc ib le
o f  our  C iv i l  War .  Dur ing  the
Pen insu la r  Campa ign  in  1862 ,  a
so ld ie r  in  the  Un ion  Army was  to
be  bur ied  a t  a  t ime  wh i le  h is
ar t i l l e ry  un i t  was  concea led  in  a
wooded area  near  to  Confedera te
l ines .  l t  was  cons idered unsafe  to
f i re  a  cannon  sa lu te  and  thus
d isc lose  the  loca t ion  o f  the  un i t .
The  un i t  commander  -  one  Capta in
T idba l l  -  dec ided  tha t  the  sound ing
of  Taps  wou ld  be  the  most
appropr ia te  ceremony.  Now we
bury  our  honored dead w i th  bo th
r i f le  o r  cannon f i re  and the  bug le 's
peacefu l  ca l l  to  res t .  And we
honor  our  dead  on  Memor ia l  Day
by  l i s ten ing  to  tha t  las t  ca l l
re l iev ing  a l l  f rom duty .

My f i rs t  memor ies  o f  th is
ho l iday  come f rom Spr ing  Lake,  a
sma l l ,  mos t l y  Swed ish-Amer ican
fa rming  commun i ty  in  M inneso ta  in
the  mid  1930s .  The  ho l iday  was
"Decora t ion  Day" .  Th is  was  the
t ime in  the  year  we went  to  the
cemetery  across  the  s t ree t  f rom
the Lu theran Church  to  t idy  the
bur ia l  s i tes  and p lan t  f lowers  to

t7



beaut i f y  the  graves  and undo the
ravages o f  the  a lways  harsh
win ters .  Then on  Decora t ion  Day
i tse l f ,  our  ce lebra t ion  was centered
on  the  Church  and  the  Church  Ha l l
where  a l l  events  o f  communi ty
impor t  were  he ld .  l t  was  a  day  o f
a  la rge  f lag  on  the  Church  yard  f lag
po le  and smal l  f lags  f l y ing  on  the
graves  o f  the  ve terans .  F lowers
had been p lan ted  or  p laced on
grave s i tes  o f  those bur ied  in  the
cemetery  who s t i l l  had  l i v ing
re la t i ves  to  decora te  the  graves .
There  were  memor ia l  bouquets
p laced  in  the  church  fo r  the  spec ia l
p rogram honor ing  those who had
d ied  in  serv ice  to  the i r  count ry  and
a lso  honor ing  those who had
s imply  le f t  the i r  fami l ies  fo r  e te rna l
peace in  the  cemetery  across  the
road .  A l though  I  was  on ly  in  my
pre- teen years ,  my mother  was
among those thus  honored.  l t  was
a ce lebra t ion  o f  the  l i ves  o f  dear
and va lued persons  who were  now
absent  f rom our  mids t .

La ter ,  in  the  church  ha l l ,
there  were  wonder fu l  foods  -  la rge
hams,  f r ied  ch icken,  cassero les
( the  predecessors  o f  Gar r ison
Ke i lo r ' s  M inneso ta  Ho td ish )  and
desser ts  w i th  i ce  c ream cones and
d i f fe ren t  k inds  o f  "soda pop"  -

so ld  fo r  a  n icke l  pe r  cone  o r  b ig
bot t le  by  the  Genera l  S tore  keeper .
There  were  games and races  and
la te r  on  a  baseba l l  game ou t  in  a
nearby  cow pas ture .  In  shor t ,  i t
was  a  day  o f  ce lebra t ion  and
en joyment  w i th  a  b r ie f  hour  o r  two

of  remember ing  those tha t  were
gone .

Then  came Wor ld  War  l l  and
I  was  too  young to  be  dra f ted  and
too  young to  en l i s t .  I  had  to
reconc i le  myse l f  to  fa rm work ,  h igh
schoo l  and  Four  H .  l t  was  then
tha t  I  be l ieve  I  began to  recogn ize
tha t  the  rea l  mean ing  o f  th is  day  as
o lder  "boys"  and cous ins ,  a  b ro ther
and o ther  men tha t  I  knew were
now serv ing  in  the  Army and Navy
and away t ra in ing  fo r  combat  o r  in
the  war  i t se l f  .  l t  seems to  me now
that  fo r  me "Decora t ion  Day"
began to  take  on  the  mean ing  o f
honor  by  the  pub l ic  fo r  those who
had served and were  serv ing  in  the
mi l i ta ry  and to  honor  those who
had fa l len  in  tha t  war  and wou ld
res t  in  those cemeter ies  across  the
road .

Dur ing  my own days  in  the
mi l i ta ry ,  I  marched  in  parades  and
took  par t  i n  loca l  ce remon ies
honor ing  the  fa l len  and  wounded
f rom a l l  o f  our  wars  and the
mean ing  fo r  me became c lear l y
f i xed  on  the  ce lebra t ion  o f  the
Uni ted  Sta tes  o f  Amer ica ,  the
va lue  p laced on  mi l i ta ry  serv ice  and
hero ic  ac ts  in  de fense o f  our
democracy .  The Co ld  War  was
upon us  as  the  fo rces  o f  a
to ta l i ta r ian  s ta te  were  focused on
undo ing  our  democracy  and  our
way o f  l i fe .  I  spent  some
"Decora t ion  Days"  on  du ty  in
Europe or  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes
s tand ing  watch  aga ins t  the
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poten t ia l  aggress ion  o f  the  Sov ie t
Un ion ,  the  Warsaw Pact  and a l l  the
o ther  fo rces  o f  tha t  fa i led  ideo logy
Commun ism.  I  fe l t  espec ia l l y
honored to  be  on  du ty  on  Memor ia l
Day .

Then came our  en t ry  in to  the
Vie t  Nam conf l i c t  and my own
par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  US in te rvent ion .
Memor ia l  Day  took  on  deeper
mean ing  as  some o f  my comrades
d ied  or  were  te r r ib ly  hur t  by  tha t
conf l i c t .  I  can ' t  remember  fo r  sure
but  I  be l ieve  tha t  the  Decora t ion
Day tha t  I  spent  in  V ie t  Nam was
one o f  those days  when I  re tu rned
to  Sa igon aboard  an  a i rc ra f t
accompan ied  by  bod ies  o f  some o f
our  fa l l en  so ld ie rs .  There  was  no
ce lebra t ion ;  jus t  a  toas t  tha t
even ing  to  those absent .

The ques t ions  ra ised about
our  par t  in  the  V ie t  Nam conf l i c t
and  our  conduc t  wh i le  the re
brought  to  me some doubt  and
cyn ic i sm abou t  "Memor ia l  Day"
ce lebra t ions .  l t  was  d i f f i cu l t  then
and has  become more  d i f f i cu l t  w i th
age to  equate  the  mean ing  o f
na t iona l  honor  w i th  the  waste  o f
youth  in  the  deaths  o f  b rave  young
men and  women.  l t  a l so  became
more  d i f f i cu l t  to  equate  the
p leasures  o f  a  th ree-day  weekend
wi th  the  so lemn honor  due  those
who fe l l  in  l ine  o f  du ty .  And ye t ,
and ye t  -  ce lebra t ion  w i th  food and
fes t iv i t y ,  as  we d id  on  Decora t ion
Day in  my youth ,  b r ing  a  very
human fo rm o f  c losure  to  our  g r ie f

over  our  loss  o f  those tha t  have
f  a l len .

I  be l ieve  tha t  O l iver  Wende l l
Ho lmes wres t led  w i th  these same
thoughts  as  he  spoke to  a
Decora t ion  Day ce lebra t ion  on  May
30 ,  1894 .  I  quo te :

"Year  a f te r  year ,  the  comrades o f
the  dead  fo l low,  w i th  pub l i c  honor ,
p rocess ion  and commemorat ive
f lags  and  funera l  march  - -  honor
and gr ie f  f rom us  who s tand
a lmost  a lone and have seen the
bes t  and nob les t  o f  our  genera t ion
pass  away.  But  g r ie f  i s  no t  the
end  o f  a l l .  I  seem to  hear  the
funera l  march  become a  paean .
Our  dead bro thers  s t i l l  l i ve  fo r  us
and b id  us  th ink  o f  l i fe  no t  death
o f  l i fe  to  wh ich  in  the i r  you th  they
len t  the  pass ion  and  joy  o f  sp r ing" .

He went  on  to  quote  a  song
about  a  so ld ie r  bur ied  on  the
bat t le f ie ld .  I  have heard  tha t  song
sung  in  Russ ian  and  i t  ca r r ies  the
thoughts  tha t  I  b r ing  w i th  me to
you today .  l t  i s  the  song o f  every
fa l len  so ld ie r  tha t  I  have  known.

"And  when the  w ind  in  the  t ree
tops  roared

The so ld ie r  asked  f rom the  deep
dark  g rave :

'D id  the  banner  f lu t te r  then '
Not  so  my hero ,  the  w ind  rep l ied
The f igh t  i s  done,  bu t  the  banner

won
Thy comrades o f  o ld  have borne i t

i n  t r i umph hence ,
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f - .

Then the  so ld ie r  spoke f rom the
deep dark  g rave:

I  am conten t .

Then the  so ld ie r  heard  the  lovers
laugh ing  pass ,

And the  so ld ie r  asks  once more :
'Are  these no t  the  vo ices  o f  them

that love.
That  love  -  and remember  me '

Not  so  my hero  -  the  lovers  saY
We are  those tha t  remember  no t ;
For  the  Spr ing  has  come and ear th

has  smi led ,
And the  dead must  be  fo rgo t .

Then the  so ld ie r  sPoke f rom the
deep dark  g rave:
' l  am con ten t . '

Over  the  years  f rom the  t ime
I ret i red f rom the mi l i tarY to th is
day ,  I  have no t  rou t ine lY
par t i c ipa ted  in  Memor ia l  DaY
ce lebra t ions .  However ,  on  the
occas ions  tha t  I  have gone to
in te rment  o f  comrades in  the
Ar l ing ton  cemeterY,  the  PomP and
c i rcumstance o f  the  ceremonY
have caused me to  re f lec t  on  and
quest ion  the  persona l  mean ing  o f
those ce lebra t ions  and our  na t iona l
ho l iday  -  "Memor ia l  DaY" .

ls  i t  on ly  Heroes  o f  War  tha t
we ce lebra te  when we ce lebra te
Memor ia l  Day?  Does  one  qua l i fY

because one d ied  wh i le  serv ing  in

the  mi l i ta ry?  Does one qua l i fY
because  one  d ied  wh i le  se rv ing  in

the  mi l i ta ry  dur ing  Per iods  o f
conf l i c t?  Does one qua l i fY  bY
hav ing  d ied  in  combat?

And why is  the  word
"ve teran"  used in  con junc t ion  w i th

the  ce lebra t ion  o f  the  war  dead? |

am ca l led  a  ve teran  Yet  i t  i s  hard
for  me to  perce ive  mYse l f  as  a
ve teran  desp i te  mY Years  o f
mi l i ta ry  serv ice .  Veterans  are  o lder
persons  who be long to  a  d i f fe ren t
age -  the  War  o f  IndePendence,  the

Civ i l  War ,  Wor ld  War  I  and Wor ld
War  l l  -  the  one tha t  Produced
what  Tom Brokaw ca l l s  the
"Greates t  Genera t ion" .  Veterans
are  the  ones  bur ied  in  the
graves i tes  w i th  f lags  in  tha t
cemetery  across  the  road f rom the

church  in  Spr ing  Lake ,  M inneso ta .
Veterans  are  those o lder  men and
women in  the  Amer ican Leg ion  and

Veterans  o f  Fore ign  Wars .
Veterans  are  the  ones  tha t  a re

honored here  a t  th is  beaut i fu l ,
lov ing  and be loved memor ia l  tha t

has  been care fu l lY  Preserved and

enhanced bY the  communi tY .

As  I  searched fo r  the
mean ing  o f  Memor ia l  DaY,  I

re tu rned to  mY ear lY  memor ies  o f

Decora t ion  DaY and the  PeoPle
who were  honored in  those
ceremonies .  The men and women

of  th is  count rY  who had served

the i r  communi tY  and thus  the i r

count ry  in  a l l  ways  poss ib le  fo r  one

to  do  good fo r  another .  A l l  o f

those who had never  rece ived a

meda l  o r  an  award  fo r  the i r  ac t ions

dur ing  l i fe  bu t  who had le f t  an

impr in t  fo r  good and goodness  on

the  peop le  and wor ld  a round them'

The i r  b raverY and courage
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exh ib i ted  no t  in  ba t t le  bu t  in  the
l i v ing  o f  a  good produc t ive  l i fe
th rough bo th  t roub led  and peacefu l
t imes  wh i le  b r ing ing  l i f e  and
sus tenance to  o thers .

Three weeks  ago a  fami ly
t ragedy  fu r ther  so l id i f ied  the
mean ing  fo r  me.  Jud i th ,  my  w i fe ,
and I  learned tha t  our  twenty -s ix
year  o ld  n iece ,  a  new mother ,  had
re turned to  her  paren ta l  home and
had dropped to  the  f loor  in  death .
No  cause  nor  reason  cou ld  o r  can
be found and the  suddenness  o f
the  t ragedy  caused me to  ques t ion
the  mean ing  o f  l i fe  i t se l f .  The
fami l y  and  the  n iece  had  been  an
in tegra l  par t  o f  the  Oregon
communi ty  -  par t i c ipa t ing  fu l l y  in
mak ing  the i r  par t  o f  the  wor ld 's
popu lace  and soc ie ty  be t te r
because o f  the i r  ac ts  wh i le  l i v ing .
Be loved by  a l l ,  the  funera l
ce remon ies  became a  t rue
ce lebra t ion  o f  a  young l i fe  we l l -
l i ved  and the  wonder fu l  memor ies
tha t  she  le f t  beh ind .  Jenn i fe r
Lynne Greene was c i ted  as  "a  bes t
f r iend  to  a l l  -  an  insp i ra t ion  to
goodness  -  a  be ing  who l i f ted
everyone  a round  her " .  Th is  loss
and  the  commun i ty ' s  ce lebra t ion  o f
her  b r ie f  bu t  fu l l  l i fe  has  moved me
to  c la r i f y  fo r  myse l f  a t  las t  a
persona l  mean ing  fo r  Memor ia l  Day
ce lebra t ions .

I t  i s  Memor ia l  Day  and  i t  i s
Decora t ion  Day,  a  day  o f
remembrance  and  ce lebra t ion .
Today and fu tu re  Memor ia l  Days
wi l l  p rov ide  me the  moment  and
the  mot iva t ion  to  ce lebra te  the
memory  o f  a l l  those tha t  I  have
known who have sacr i f i ced  se l f
and served the i r  count ry ,  the i r
commun i ty  and  the i r  fami l i es  in
ways  bo th  la rge  and  sma l l .  O f
course ,  I  w i l l  con t inue to  honor  the
dead f rom a l l  wars  and my own
mi l i ta ry  comrades who w i l l  be
noted  by  the i r  absence.  But  I  w i l l
a l so  honor  the  memory  o f  a l l  those
who have in  whatever  way he lped
to  make th is  l i fe  tha t  I  l i ve  a  be t te r
l i fe  and th is  l i fe  i t se l f  have grea ter
mean ing  fo r  me.  And  I  w i l l
ce lebra te  w i th  bo th  so lemn honor
and en joyment  o f  l i fe  i t se l f  .

Bo th  war  heroes  fa l len  and
those now absent ,  who have
touched our  l i ves ,  reach ou t  to  you
and to  me in  the  words  o f  an
anonymous poet .  I  am not  sure
when these words  were  wr i t ten  or
where .  I  f i r s t  read them in  V ie t
Nam and  have  found  the i r  reca l l  o f
va lue  when coming to  c losure  w i th
the  loss  o f  fami ly  members ,
f r iends ,  mi l i ta ry  comrades and
co l leagues .  I  can  hear  those
absent  tha t  we honor  today  say
these words  to  us :

"Do no t  s tand a t  my grave and
weep.

I  am not  there ,
I  do  no t  s leep .
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I  am a  thousand  w inds  tha t  b low.  a rea  spec ia l i s ts .  G lenn  and  h is
I  am the  d iamond g l in ts  on  snow.  w i fe ,  Jud i th  V iggers  Nord in ,  a re
I  am the  sun l igh t  on  r ipened gra in .  30-year  res idents  o f  A lexandr ia .

G lenn is  a  Pas t  Pres ident  o f  the
I  am the  Gent le  au tumn ra in .  Seminary  H i l l  Assoc ia t ion .  He

When you awaken in  the  morn ings  served on  the  Mayora l  Commi t tee
hush,  fo r  renovat ion  o f  the  Cameron

I  am the  swi f t  up l i f t ing  rush  Va l ley  Hous ing  Area and organ ized
o f  qu ie t  b i rds  in  c i r c led  f l i gh t ,  the  Ma lvern  H i l l  Ne ighborhood

lam the  so f t  s ta rs  tha t  sh ine  a t  Watch .  Jud i th  has  been the
n igh t .  Pres ident  o f  the  A lexandr ia  Rec i ta l

Do not stand at  my grave and cry,  for  the past seventeen years and is

I  am not  there ,  cur ren t ly  Ass is tan t  Dean o f  the

I  d id  no t  d ie . "  Corcoran Schoo l  o f  Ar t .

I  ask  you to  jo in  me in
honor ing  a l l  those you have known
and those unknown tha t  have
made our  wor ld  a  be t te r ,  more
peacefu l  p lace  to  l i ve  and who
have opened oppor tun i t ies  and
poss ib i l i t i es  fo r  be t te r
unders tand ing  among the  peop les
o f  th is  wor ld .  I  ask  you to  jo in  me
in  honor ing  those who fought  fo r
th is  na t ion  in  i t s  wars  and in  i t s
peace in  bo th  la rge  and smal l
ways. Let us of fer  prayers for
cont inuat ion  o f  the i r  good works
and le t  us  express  our  g ra t i tude fo r
the i r  legacy  o f  f reedom,  courage,
sacr i f i ce ,  serv ice  and compass ion
fo r  a l l  i n  our  democracy .

Thank  you .

Glenn Har ry  Nord in  i s  an  Ass is tan t
D i rec tor  in  the  U.S.  Depar tment  o f
Defense work ing  on  po l i cy  and
programs re la ted  to  the  na t iona l
capab i l i t y  in  educat ing  and
employ ing  fo re ign  language  and
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The Arrest of General Robert
E. Lee's Daughter in his

Hometown of Alexandria,
Virginia

Shor t l y  a f te r  seven  o ' c lock
yes te rday  even ing  [ June  13 ,  1902 ]
the  qu ie t  o f  t he  c i t y  was  b roken  by  an
inc iden t  wh ich  caused  much  comment
and  s ince re  reg re t .  l t  was  the  a r res t
and  esco r t i ng  th rough  the  p r i nc ipa l
s t reets  of  Miss Mary Cust is  Lee,  aged
67 .  IMary  was  Genera l  Lee ' s  o ldes t
daugh te r ,  bo rn :  1  835 ;  d i ed :  1  91  8 l
I t  occu r red  a t  an  un fo r tuna te  hou r
when  K ing  S t ree t  was  a l i ve  w i th
peop le  and  when  nea r l y  eve ryone
l i v i ng  on  the  tho rough fa re  o r
conduc t i ng  bus iness  the re to  was
being waf ted f rom the nor thwest .
The  a r res t  occu r red  on  a  [ t ro l l ey ]  ca r
at  Payne Street  and in  a few minutes
the  news  o f  t he  a f fa i r  had  reached
every  qua r te r  o f  t he  c i t y .  The  cause
o f  t he  t roub le  was  an  i n f rac t i on  o f  t he
separa te  sea t  l aw  now in  ope ra t i on  on
the  e lec t r i c  ra i lway .  M iss  Lee  had
dec l i ned  to  obey  the  l aw  a f te r  t he
conduc to r  had  reques ted  he r  t o  take  a
sea t  i n  t he  po r t i on  o f  t he  coach  se t
apa r t  f o r  wh i te  peop le .  She  had
dec l i ned  fo r  reasons  as  fo l l ows :  M iss
Lee  took  the  ca r  i n  Wash ing ton  fo r
th l s  c i t y ;  occupy ing  one  o f  t he  sea ts
rese rved  fo r  co lo red  peop le ,  and  a f te r
the  Long  B r idge  had  been  c rossed  she
was  app roached  by  Conduc to r
Thomas  Chauncey  w i th  the  reques t
tha t  she  move  to  the  f ron t  sec t i on  o f
the  ca r .  A t  t ha t  t ime  M iss  Lee  sa id ,
eve rybody  i n  the  ca r  was  sea ted .  The
law was c i ted but  she protested
aga ins t  be ing  moved ,  exp la in ing  to
the  o f f i c i a l  how she  was  s i t ua ted  i n

rega rd  to  the  mov ing  o f  he r  heavy
baggage .  The  po in t  was  no t  p ressed
just  a t  that  juncture,  but  a  few
minu tes  l a te r  a  co lo red  man  en te red
the  coach  and  the  conduc to r  came
back  a f te r  he r  sea t .  Aga in  she
pro tes ted ,  ask ing  why  the  man  cou ld
no t  be  made  to  r i de  i n  t he  smoker .
The reupon  the  conduc to r  ca l l ed  he r
at tent ion to  the fact  that  she was
l i ab le  to  a r res t .  He  kep t  coming  back
now then ,  say ing  tha t  he  wou ld  have
to  p lace  he r  i n  cus tody  un t i l  she
f i na l l y  t o ld  h im  to  do  as  he  p leased .
A  te lephone  message  was  sen t  t o  t h i s
c i t y  and  when  the  t ra in  reached  Payne
Street  the two of f icers boarded i t  and
took  pos i t i ons  a longs ide  o f  M iss  Lee .
Be fo re  the  ca rs  reached  Roya l  S t ree t  a
c rowd  had  ga the red ,  i t  hav ing  been
no ised  a round  tha t  M iss  Lee  was
under  a r res t  and  a  th rong  o f  peop le
c rowded  a round  the  coaches  wh i l e
M iss  Lee  was  be ing  he lped  to  the
pavemen t .  l t  r equ i red  somet ime  to
un load  he r  baggage ,  wh ich  cons i s ted
o f  a  heavy  t rave l i ng  case  and  seve ra l
o the r  bund les .  A l though  the
po l i cemen  endeavored  to  keep  the
c rowd  back  i t  was  to  no  pu rpose .
When  the  s ta t i on  house  was  reached
the  pavemen t  was  b lack  w i th  peop le .
Ch ie f  Webs te r  and  L ieu tenan t  Smi th
were  s i t t i ng  i n  f ron t  o f  po l i ce
headquar te rs  when  the  pa r t y  a r r i ved .
l n  o rde r  t o  d i v ide  a t ten t i on  as  much
as  poss ib le ,  O f f i ce r  Be t t i s  esco r ted
Miss  Lee  a round  by  the  marke t
bu i l d ing  wh i l e  O f f i ce r  Sherwood ,
ca r ry ing  the  t rave l i ng  bag  and
bund les ,  wen t  by  ano the r  rou te .  The
po l i cemen  immed ia te l y  s ta ted  the
case  to  the  ch ie f .  Mr .  W i l l i am Carne ,
who  was  acqua in ted  w i th  M iss  Lee ,
was  on  the  spo t ,  and  to  h im  and  Ch ie f
Webs te r  she  made  he r  s ta temen t
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H e r e  s h e  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f
t h e  o f f i c e r s  a s  t o  w h a t  d i s p o s i t i o n s
s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  o f  t h e  c a s e .  T h e y
d e c i d e d  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  M a y o r
S i m p s o n .  L i e u t e n a n t  S m i t h  c a l l e d  t h e
m a y o r  o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  s t a t i n g  t h e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  M a y o r  S i m p s o n
d i r e c t e d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  t o  r e l e a s e  M i s s
L e e  o n  h e r  p e r s o n a l  r e c o g n i z a n c e  t o
a p p e a r  i n  t h e  p o l i c e  c o u r t  t h i s  m o r n i n g
a t  1 O  o ' c l o c k  t o  a n s w e r  t o  t h e
c h a r g e . . . M i s s  L e e  l e f t  t h e  s t a t i o n
h o u s e ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  s e v e r a l
C o n f e d e r a t e  v e t e r a n s  a n d  w e n t  t o  t h e
h o u s e  o f  M r s .  P . T .  Y e a t m a n ,  2 2 O
N o r t h  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  I L L O Y D
H O U S E I  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  e x p e c t e d  a s  a
g u e s t .  T h e r e  w e r e  w i l l i n g  h a n d s  t o
c o n v e y  t h e  h e a v y  l u g g a g e  w h i c h  h a d
b e e n  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m o s t
e m b a r r a s s i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  s h e
m a n i f e s t e d  m u c h  a d m i r a b l e
c o m p o s u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  c r o w d  a t  t h e
s t a t i o n  h o u s e ,  s h e  w a s  v i s i b l y
a f fec ted  a f te r  the  ordea l  was  over -
M i s s  L e e  a v e r r e d  t h a t  s h e  k n e w
n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  n e w  l a w  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e s .  [ J i m  C r o w
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l a w s l

T h e  c a s e  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  M a y o r
S i m p s o n  a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k  t h i s  m o r n i n g
a n d  M i s s  L e e  f a i l i n g  t o  a p p e a r  h e
d e c l a r e d  t h e  $ 5  c o l l a t e r a l  l e f t  f o r  h e r
a p p e a r a n c e  b y  h e r  f r i e n d s  f o r f e i t e d .
The Mayor ,  however ,  sa id  he
p u r p o s e d  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h e
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c  r a i l w a y
c o m p a n y  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e
s e t  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y . . .
M a y o r  S i m p s o n  i n  s u m m i n g  u p  t h e
c a s e  s a i d  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  h a d
p e r f o r m e d  h i s  d u t y  i n  t h e  p r e m i s e s ,
a n d  h a d  h e  a c t e d  o t h e r w i s e  h e  w o u l d
h a v e  b e e n  f i n e d  h i m s e l f  .  U n d e r  t h e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  h e  s a i d ,  w h e n  a
p a s s e n g e r .  . . . d e f i e d  a  l a w  o f  t h e
C o m m o n w e a l t h  i t  w a s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e
c o n d u c t o r  t o  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p e n a l t y
i n f l i c t e d  a s  h e  w o u l d  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e
o t h e r  p e o p l e  v i o l a t e d  t h e  l a w . . .

M i s s  L e e  w a s  d i s t r e s s e d  o v e r  t h e
p u b l i c i t y  o f  t h e  a f f a i r  a n d  t h e  n e x t  d a y
l e f t  f o r  R a v e n s w o r t h ,  t h e  L e e  f a m i l y
estate in Fair fax. tAlexeldrc Gazette:
J u n e  1 4 ,  1 9 O 2 1  l c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  T .
M i c h a e l  M i l l e r l
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