
THE ALEXAN DRIA CHRONI C I,E

Alexand a and Nonhem Virginia in the Ea y
National Pedod: The Paradox of

Liboralism in a Slave Sociely

Assklanr Prot*sor ot Hislory

The Ametcan Revolution

seneratlons ol hisroidns have

A simp e, rhoush inractable,
quesrion undenines mosi
rrsroric.r wriring aboui the
decades arter 1776: wrai we,e
rhe social .nd ideolosica

Frankln Jameson's cal!roexo ore
\he ransformins hand of
Revolulion remains as oenine^r
todav as h was when he made t

ihls quest on have locused

Flhlorans have arsued thai rhe
Bevolurion s6ve rlse ro an



which emb.aced democrady and
economic rib66 ism ln thewords

Bevo urion rraislormed
America," making ir 'the most
iberal, democraiic, and modern
narion in iheword. ln shon, ihe
nevoruiion qave brth to a
burseonins commerca a^d
democrailc soceiv, oeoDled bv
indviduas who enlhusastcalv
embraced the markerplace and
sousht ro expoii opponunnies
dreared bv po iiical independence,
a bountru land, and srowins

dilleren.es ensendered between
the secrions bv rhe Revouton 3

Ths lereoogy, which has
led hblorlans 10 assume rhar rhe
souih was peculiaa iion the
bn$ of the Amercan republlc, is
hhlorca ly probemarc. ln one

defninq momenl ot the enrre
antebelum Soulh, wi.h chansins
iddorogica, €conomic and socla
co.dir ons, and reqiona varjarions

u r natedestiny consequeniry, n

a predom nant y rural and agrar an
rcsion. They need ro ask f ihe

nanslomalion which rhev have
lound in rhe Nonh afrer ihe
Revo urion-denocratizaiion and

iberalsm.can be found in rhe

The only way to chait

and economc chansd is io

derair la I know edqe, as
.nrhropo oslst clrlordGeenzre ls
us, s locall.l The live c.unrieg
o1 no(hern vnginla Prince
willidn, Fairlax, Loudoun,

progressive' or Mad st historians
who arque that many-or most

no.etheress rhar rrre Revolurion

srudies argelv iqnore half rhe
naton rhe Fevoluiion creared
While hsroriais have aby taced
rhs socia consequences of the
F6vo urion nthe North, thev have
pad ,elatively irte atenion io
chanses in the soliheh srates.
When menlioned ar al, rheSouih
is usuarlv descrlbed 6s a

nlche rhar siood apan irom the
Gst of american socia and

sutuivdlol savery and ihe social



Poromac R'vPr ro rhe she^ado.h
Valloy prov do. an insructiveand
.eP@senrdiv€ g@s'aphic aEa torexplo'ins chanqe in rh6
Revorlron.rv Fa rhe reg,on

udy in q'ear derai bur r.rse

However nudYins 5 stave

Anecdorat evidence reveo stho compreriry ot nonhem
Vngnia s socia and cuhurat ffe.
Tradnionat so!rhern socior
innhuirons and 6nirud$ cenatnL
erised in rh€ @sion airs !h:
Rsvorution. Most 

^orabv, 
in the

rhnty yea6 afler 17Bo rhere0ion'3 slave popur.rion

'emdined 
over 20 percenr ot rhe

wirh ihe dom nanr hisroric.t

Souih. s Hss was one Goion oi
rhe Sourh rh6r was tn mor.
soc ally dndeconomicauy cohp ox
rhan hisroa.ns hav€ genera y
re.osnizad for hem wds a resion

ent€pGnou.al and radition,r

tsaac Hre of
Fredeick county arsued rhat
ma e6 hav6 a iciv'r Powd ove,
ther Ddmesrics,, but ir mr3r bc

Humanny He betievod, ror
.x'hpl€,lhal.n'slefcouldFn
a setuanf ony wth rhe

'cofecron" becahe,prdiny



n wenr beyond
whar wos "n*€*&y tor y€ sood
o.d6r ol ye Family Though rn
pGcric€ many sr.veho dort raired
to liw !p to slch st.nd.rds, the
ided ol parernarism rhivod. Eliza
Collift Le6, rh. you^g wire or

her husband's Fairfax counrY
s aves had 'nor rho tace or
s avery amonssr themlrlrhoy aro
arl n.6rrv crorhed and werL red.'
So lindly . m.ster wds L€e,
conrinued Eliza, rhEt "hi3

"dellseslov and rr6dnes5 around

L€o's oxp6r enca dl3o
rcveak ihe pati.rchy ol Virgina
soci.lyr her s€ader cncunsc bed
her ro. to nur3ing rh€ slsves and
manaolnq rhe domesric economy.
She wrs not arone: wilh fdw
exceprions, souih€rn wmen
played limhed ,oles in lhe plblic
sphorB And thouqh Eiza Leo
made .o overt complaiits abour

orhd pranr.rio^ misrossos did
For sxamplo, Anne Marla

ol Col!mbia conmissio^er wil iam
Thornro^, dnd .onclud.d rh6r
rh€r6 w8s "so lntb va ery in lmYi
rire lhar r h6v. norhing wo h
r6co.dins" in a joumal. Bur rhat
d dn,t slop her. AfrerY.t.norhor
round or $ci.rhing.nd r6.s wnh

miohboG, sh.conDrrin.d'r hav€
a h.6d.ch€-I.r d nking B v€ry

Similarly, ihe rcgion's eirt
Gvel€d an ddenr anachmeni io
rhd Sourh's ho^or erhic,
Genrremen n Arerand.td 6nd
norlhsm Virsinl. cardd proloundly
abour lh€n publi. BpubtioN rnd
would take viorenr acrion ro
prorecr rhem. For 6x.mDre, when
Arerandra me.chant D6vid
Findlay d€crared ihar h€ "wourd
nor entrustth6 ile ot a dog in Dr.
Icueiavusl Cehpbel's han&,
the docror Gqun€n Flndlay ro

satisftction ro which every
sennoman i! enrirr6d.' Like
honorbound eftes throughour rhe
Sourh, Campberr ih.ealenod
volence ro prcserue his pubic

manvol which €^d€d invioi€^d€-.
wdrc d cohdon reaturc ot llle n
nonh€.n virqin '. Funher w6st,
in aarh {or warn Spinssl,
Ae*.rey Counry, capr. GeoG.
Thomas chalensed Caprain

was'.1!*d. The@air€r Thm.s
pubrrcry boasred ih6r he hld
'lrightoned' Rurhe{o.d, Maior R

sioht by stobb nq and kirrrno



Be,kelev Counry lury acqunled
Blockburn. The derense ol
personar honor iustll ed

Taken a one such incidents
land ihere were many more ike
iheml, reveal thar Alexandria and
nodheh Vtqinia conlomed to
thd tad riona honor bound,
parerna isiic aociety descrirred by
hisiorians of the south. and who
courd expeci anvihinq ess in the
resion ihat was home 10 the man

geniiny, Roftfr E Lee Bur as

picru.e of Vtqinia soc elv n the
eanY replblc For whie dues
and the nasrers ave relaronshiP
del ned socieiv. so loo did

enrhusiasd tor econom c
deveopmenr lndeed, many ol
the reqion's nhabnanrs believed
rhar nodhem Virsinia and rhe Pod
of Ardxand a we.e uniqueLY
siruared ro capiralzo on the
oppo(uniri€s alrorded bv

Three exomples re I th s side

'n 
r.ion. The leadnq planier or

ihe Ggion, George Washiiqton,
provides csa. evidence of llra
ear y nalioial souih's

fam6r, washnqton recoqnized
thar the ^we ldre and prcspe,iy
or Ameaca depend on the
cuhivarion ol od ands. And,

beieved thar "rhe ile ol a
Husbandman oi al others rhe
mostdeecrable, andfaminqthe
most innoceil and usefu
pu.suir " ln contast, he was
un.e aln wrreihdr loresn
Commerde soJ rea advaniase to
anv county, whether rhe
'luxu,v, elfem nacy, and
corupiions wh ch are ntodLced
w th ir are counterb.lanced bv ihe
convenience whch n brinss. t
an evi, howevdr, Washinsion
concluded th6r s wasan evllhat
coud noi be avoided. As he
iored ro Jeflerson. From Trade
our c lizens will nol be
r..r3iied. The on v .lremat ve
was to oace commerde under
proper resulaton, rreed as much
as possibe, tom rhose vices

Washnsron P unsed head ons
inro efloft to cea, and develop
llie Poiomac Rive., usns hs
nl uence to convince the V rqinia
and Maryland eqisalures to
incorDorate ihe Poromac Fver
companv i. 1734. ndeed, he

concluded ih.r the deveropmenr

'nd 
werern unned sralds was ahimseff ln3t and lo.emosi as a



posilv€ deveLopment whlch
-ould act ar a "cem€nt ol
inr6r.sl," bi^ding 'rll pads ol the
Union tosorh* hy indilsolublo

8.nry "LighlHorsa Harry'
Lee Bovourionary War h.b, .
nemher or Vnsini.'s planlor elite,
owner ol .ighry slaves in 1737,
and rarher ol Robot E Lee

rhelo cont.dicrory impub6 in
aclion. His corosFondsnce is
sprinkred throuohout wnh
cl6r3ical and aristodaric
€pub ican rhetoic cel6b6lins
.gr.i.n ljl. .nd denigEting
corme.ci.l and indusriar
devolopmenl. lntheea y 1tgos,
lor €r.mpl€, Henrv L* at.cked
Alexander Hamilton's economi.
poric es, iearing thar tho
encour.gem€nt of commercc and
manutadu'es would h.m th.
found.rion of th€ Amsican

aiding commerca, drgued L*,
wo!d onlv €ive.l3o to a cl6ss ol
"s.ock iobb..s' who would
"app,opridre" "th. cncuiati^g
c$h ol rho communilv to

soci.ty.' MorcdanoeDus srill,h€
bel evsd Hamilton'5
€fto!.as€m.nr ot m8nu,.ctudng
wolld read to 6 'd€bas€me^r ot'
the Ameri@n oopuldlion, The
'srourl,l n$cular Plousn m.nrulr
ol heahhl,l lulr ot comlon rnh

his eiqht or ten broomino
childGn,' dsued te, wdld b€
succ€eded by '3qud, bloared
16lowsl,l all bellv and no 16g3
wno can wsrk but rwo mil6 in

'Thank hsaven,' he concud.d,
'w. arc bv 3irmtionl,l 96nius and
habh aa'cuhunl.' "l adenrrv
Dr.v rhdr rhe unrcd statos mav
ro $e lar6r ages dnrinue 1o
Possess rhecha6cr€r & 6nioy ih€
bloss n$ or rirers ot lho

Yer rt the same rme rhlr
Leo l6menrod Hamihon's poridids,
h€ was involved in an economic
prcj.cr which h€ hop.d wourd
ead ro the cBation ot a
comm€rci.l and manulacturino
town ro b. carl.d Matird.virr.
.iter his wile-.dt the G,e6r Fals
o, rh6 Porm6c. rn 17aa Le
Durchas€d a 500 acr€ tGcr ol
and dt rh€ Fdrr, convinced rh6t
th. bnd's ioatio. made il perlecl
"lor r !own.' L€e's optinam
w6s basod upon the riaci s
sll.legicl@aongtlh€siteol
rh€ Potomdc Riv.r companv'3
most amb I ous w.ter nlvlqation
Droi€ci. ln 1734, romrtod b!
washinslon, !h. vnsinia and
tvl..yland l.gislorurBs incoDo.ar.d
rh. Potomoc companv ro op.n
rh€ Poromdc Fiv.r ro b@r
n6visarion by doopenins the rivor
h€d rnd building c.n6k ..ound
rh. worsr imp€dinonrs Potm.c



naviqarion, irs suPPonere a,sued,
wou d dnable larmers borderns
the rver ro brins |rer oroduce
easiy ro market, n addton, the
,ver would p,.vde rhe most
dnecr rouie 10 the tans.
ApFachia. wesr ln 1733 the

constuciion of a can3 to
cncumvent rhe cre3i Fals, and
Lee s tacr was 10 be the ste ol
rhe canal The spoi, Lee
concuded, smasniricenr'ir

Lee be ieved that the land at

cenler ol nade and that and
values would /ise srrarpy when
the Poiomac ComPanYlin shed irs

porenila p,ofli: The 3ns!ar

merchants mils, Forges, Sirtns
and Patlns lscl Mls, sawmils,
&c: the importance ol the

convenien.e or ihe pace tor a

Lee anr cipared anindustid town
where ihe produce or the

indusra operations
apparenry had no fears ihar re
mils andfo,qes rre p anne'i would

rr oared lerows. ndeed, tlrerels
nie ndictton thar he Pe,ceived
aiy disc,epancy berween hh
poltca views and hG business

orlrer northen v.snians
revea a siniar tenson belween

resdenr oi Berkeley counivin the

invenlor ol an eary steamboal
Bur ike many "orojeclo,s lor
inveniors) n early Anerica he

wds a jack or artades. Eertre
bens hrcd as superiniendent ol

had wo,ked as ! blacksmiih, a



propr€1or, 6nd a buildins
@dreror- f,ums.Y s €rpdim. s
withv€.ious rypes ol boars b69an
in the or v 1 7Aos. By lhe middl€
ol th6 dedade he had d€vot.d
himsell onri.€ly lo lhe
dcveloDmenr ot his inv6niions,
wh ch soon lnclud.d new des sns
lor sro€m poweGd ew and g. sl
mills, and a new dteam.pow€rcd
merhod ol misino (ater a
succe$fu t alot rhe sreamboat
on rh€ Potomdc Riv€. rt
Sheph€rdsrown in Decehber
1747 convlnced Fumtey ot the
alridrcy oi rhis desiln, blr a
shonag. ol capiralprope led him
ro Phiroderohia in M.rch 1734.
Armad wiih rerrers ol
r.comnenddti6n l. om
Wash nsto^ andThomas Johnson
of M.ryland h€ secu€d rhe
3lppon ol a nuober ol innu.nti6r
bsckaG iinclldinq Benidmin
Franrrint, .nd rormed rh€
Rumssyan Socioly to raise lunds

invenrions, The oompany docided
ihar Rumsov cou/d b63t slcceed
ii England, .nd in Mav 1788 h6
d.part.d lor Londo^ whdrc he
rcsid6d unril hi. d€arh in

Rum*y s commirmenr io
lechiorolicar innovsr on c! led
him 1.. lrcm his rur.l homc:

oroover, n promised 10
ranstom the Gsion'i alErian
way or rte. srill, Fum*y

counseod his brorh.rin lEw,
m€ah.nt charl.s Meow. ro
'36llyolr propo y, goods dnd.il,
lor a go.d l8m.' 'Aller all is
s.id rnd don. . . it is rhe mct
comloiable lile ro b€ a conrentod
t3her.' h conrEd, Fum$y
erprc$od hb dismay whh
Philaderphia wh.rc he l@nd
hlmset su(ound.d by "mosdy
t€lchee and Shafks.' London

ol genius wa6 nothino bui t
Ser ol m€ln pirle@6 lsicl '
London, h. .ored, was \he
caporar lsicl or rhe wdd . .
pocessed Isicl with larl asrealblel
propodin o, oll rhe k.owl.dge

much ol nr vniue," lor h.rc
"Elmost anythins Can b€
rccomprshdd by fu!!ry." ln thd
midsr ol such cotruption, Rums.y
omanticized Livoins lsicl i^ rhe
peacerurr lsicl sh.des o, B6.krey
Islcl.' Howevor, h6 n6ver
Grurrcd 10 Vilginia. htredd. h.
chasod the lame and lonln€ rha!

p€rceived no inconsisl6ncy
berwe.n hi3 b6h.vior and his

The conrrdidion b6tw6n
whar whito nonh.h Vnoinianr ol
rh. €6.1y replblic said 6nd whtt
lney did-.nd such .x€md*
could b€ muhipled-6isss
questioN sbour € ddln.nr



historlcal expanations or ihe
so.iety, economv 6nd cuhuG ol
the Sourh because flrese
inrerpretailons fai ro capture rhe
comp6xny 01 a reqion lul of

wiliam Freehiig would have n,
there s nol a So,r4 bur many
sourhs defined bv bor h

seosraphy .nd tlme 16 Even
morc problenalc, the dodindil
histo,ca exoranatons rend to
downpay the extenr or socia,
economic, poliida and culruGl
crranse berw€en 1790 and 1360.
nstead, tor many hlstorians 1361

has become rhe delinns moment
ror the entire aniebelum sourh.

n rhe lody years aiter 1740,
Alexandria aid nonhem Vnqnla

comme,cial ent6rorise and
enrhusiasm lor econom c
developmenl rhrived The most
sisnilicani exampre ol ma,kel
rcsPonsiveness was rlre reqioi's
shlfi r,om tobacco io whear, a
chanse which beqan before re
Bevorur on bur accelerdted
dr.maricalv aiier l7a0 as new

Equaly sisnificanr, chanses n ihe
price or iobacco and whear
convinced farmeG io arrandon
ihen nadt ona staole. Airei
1733 robacco prices dropped io
l3 shillnss per hundredweishr
lcwr.) and rcm.lned ai that level

conrast, wheat and lrour prices
besan risin€ sowly n rhe early
177Os, rhen shor up srrarpry in
the 1740s in response ro risnq
demand n souihern Elrope and
ihe caribbean. rn 1734 a barc

mid r79Os the Drice had risen to
a4 shilnqs Prces dropped n

rer beow 30 ehirinss belore
r3o7. Ftr the va* matoriiv of
p anie6, swilchinq 10 what made

and nspecton recods irom ihe

northeh Virsinans seized rhe

ndependence The redord3 rcv€ai

1740s robacco exports doclined
from a oeak oi 7,000 hoqsheads
per year ro between 3,500 and

ose consisrenl y ldespte yeary
r uctuarions) alier 17a3. n ihat
year nonhern virsna larmers
expo(ed 5,0oo
vedrs later exoons peaked at

Remarkab y, rhe switch in
staples occured withoui 6ny
cbanse in re composition of rhe
reson's ldbor lorce Despne rhe

requned to produce whear, rhe

20 perdeni ol rhe rola



popul.rion. To dmploy th€ir r6bor
lorc€ polhlbly rhroushour rhe
pLantng year, pant.rs .nd
rlmeG v. ed $€n ourDur,
Pronucins in addilon ro whear

expo( com luirdd a srav€
dconomv b€cause I requne

'esuld' 
lehdins ay inreqr.ring

wheat and corn p.oducrion lond
rimir€damoldsor robaccol, hci
prant€rs manag.d io keep rhen
3r.ve employ€d on a yeaF ound
basis. A^d t 6rr €ke laiad,
pr.nr€is a nd l ah€rs could a rw ays

ln l6ct, sonllcant sl6ve hnns

Vnsinla The abor n€.ds ol rho
rcs on't.om asiculru'ol wo*e6

wei nu6es could be suPplied
lron rhis source Psrhtps rars6sr
emroveG o1 hired slrves in the

r.a^spo rtion imp.ovomenr
comp.nies foned atter th.
Bevourio^ ro lnk rhe wheat
producing lowe. v6lley to rhe po

wirhoui sdequal€

amounr oi ro,6ign domand couLd
mak€ sGin tamins prolnabb
Consequently, as ran€G ro rho
wer orAl.x.nd,ioexpand.d rh€t
srain producrio^, qrowlns
numbeG ol no^heh Vrglniane
wo*ed ro improv. rhe rcoion's

ttnsponalio^ niiostucrurc -!nd
in panicular, ns 'i€6 and rcads.
The mosr ambhous or these
p,ol*c was rhe.rempr ro cr..,
rhe Poiomac River As Thohas
Johfson noted in the ..rv
's,eaty incrcase ihe Erpon ot

to Europe, whore a iens
'Demrnd' had led ro a dGmoric

The
Poromoc Compsny pa(iallv
cl.arcd rho iver b€d tor 2ra
mies'.lom Georcetown ro Fot
cumb€rrand, Maryrand-.nd
consrucred rwo canals 6r the
Grc.r rnd Lnll€ Farrs or fte
Poromac. wh€n constucrion
beqan in 1765 (! wasconpreted
in r ao2), rhes6 crnars

thai tme in il16 Unildd sr.res
Though it n€vor m.n.qed io
removo al obsl8cles iio the

'iver, 
by la26 when thecomp.nv

wos abso.b€d by the Chesap€ake
and Ohio Cana Company, it had
€x@nded over S70O,0OO @

injectod dn*dv inlo rhe rocal

The ver p.ojecfs slow
prosross prompled .lfods to
mprove rhe rclion's ovcrland
rod.s io rhe west. Th6 rie. i.
!raln larmlno altor the Sevolutioi
incrcased dramalically rhe wtson



natfic iron llre shenandoarr
varev ro aexandria. The ise in
nade oveMhe med ihe oca road
system maintalned bv rhe couiiv

alter dark. . llt appeared rhat

beyond rhe coNrucrion of a
mo.e elaborare tansportation

wheai requned processinq betore
t courd ransported overeeas.
Thus, ihe shir to wheat

devised a sorurion when rhdy
o'qanzed . orivate oinrsrock
dompany, rhe L nleR verTumo ke
Company, ro construci a paved
road rrom AreNandria inlowdstern
Loudoun cou.ry. rn doins so,
northern vnginians weref o low nq
the example ot Pennsyrvania
where a private company had
successfu rv constudred a
rurnpke between Pennsylvania

turnpike company gamered broad
support and by lal2conpleted a

and the Li{e River n Loudoun
Counly. From is eariest days or
operation rhe .oad at.a.ied a
rreavy trafr c lrom rhe
shenandoah varey, a rarfrc
whch boo*ed the res onal
economy and soon rumed a p,ofn
ror shareholdeE la rare lear,
ndeed, ror nte.na mprovement
companes n ihe eady repubicl
A taveer headinq west iiom
Aexandra n 1a2o has efi re
besl des.iption 01 thls booming
tade n one dav he obseryed
close to one hundred waggons
tscl conveyinq lou ro rhe
rown. The road, ho conrinuod,

clusiered al geograprr cally
ravorable sites, spuiins the
srowth of exisiins iowns in the
res oni and encouraging loca
andhoddrs io create sevenreen

r730. as a resurr, bv l3to
almosl20 pdrceni ol ihe resiont
popurarion ived n ncorrorared
rowns. a exandia itserf had over

Trre p,ocess ol economic
deve opmenr n nodhern Vksrnia
ro lowed a loolca Droqr*son.
Bec.use wheat
heat and hum diry, il nedded to be

barcs tor overseas tansoort n

constucred nume.ous mills
throughout ihe resion. Iench
Coxe, a tnebss boosrer ol
american ndusry, cou d reporrin
1790 rhft "Vng nia appears to be
nakns s'eaier !@s@ in



g6n.rd€d .ddnional oconomlc
acriviry in thc csi6'3 towns.
CooFrs concnucr.d bare s to

conveyed ih6 llourro mErker, 6nd
wh€.rwights and wason mrkea
provldedsuppo s.rvic.s.'?!

Gr.ins w.rc abo /oc€ssed
into spnirsor bread lnihe Vallev
nu6erou3 disrilrei6 app€.red,
wh le in Winchesler and
Aletandis, rhe €gion's rwo
6roesr towns, b'ewories
produc.d al€ lo. rocrl

manulacru ng arld prolsios
look plac6, ln conifast, by 1795
26 perenr ol the rown's lith.bles
werc omp oYed in manutEcturns.
By 13Os manurdfiurers
comprlsed 39 pe.cenr ol rhe
lown s rilhabl6s. a.d aimosr h8ll
ot rh.m 6ade thet rving drccrry
€idin9 in rhe r.Gpff .nd
proc€ssino ol gr.ins .nd

As th6 regional .conomy
d6@lop€3 incc.sing nlmb€B or
norlhern Vtg nl6ns bectmd
convrn..d rh6r ain6ncirl
in$llurions were meded ro
tacilnat€ tad. ,nd invesrment.
Indesd, mosr poLiticalry activ6
residents or rhe rclion-.r krst
airer the 1790s ssw bsnks as

dev.room.nr. accodinqly, n
1792 the merchants or Alexa^dria
ncorpomt€d rho aank ol

Al€x.ndria; bv 1a2O the rown

caolal ol ove, t2.2 million.
These b.nks suppofr.d a bio6d
nnge ol €cmmic endeavoG-
aoculule, indlstry, inl.lna
imp,ovemenr p.ojecrs. atrd
commercial rctivirl€3 all
be4rih.d l.om rhe incGlsins
dvaiabilhy or bank cdpirar. Th.
to.denins &c.s. to c€piral
revears rhar ae in rh€ nonhen

'domocrarizarlon" ot brnking in

m6nuLcrures, in tlrf,, Fovided
blsiness for oio€ €nd Dump
m.keG, rnd copper and rin
smirhs who buili and m6inlained
rhe appadus. ln sddnion,
numerous bake.los appeardd in
borh rowns ro supply r lrowing
urbdn populailon, whlc in
Al.xandrir rhe ooducton ol
'bscuits and shipbroads
becamo a^ inpo^anr €Ipo(
staole. The D@duclion 01 lrains
also encourdged the rcisino ol
llvsstock. whch in rurn sou(ed
$. nanuracrure ol redher gDods.

Thir proce$ ol eco^omlc
d.verop.nenr occured rhrolghour
nonheh vnglnia, but alexsndrla
b€sr 

'ev.als 
rhe n.i!.e ,nd ertent

ol the chanse. Prior to rh.

economv revolved around
robacco o.lY lin ir.d



indivlduars lound rhemserves
unab e toobra n bank cred t, their
usu6 response was io dreate new

broad nreresl in new

invention and aq ricu rural

n rrabilants believed th6t
ndependence oflered new

resourdes ol rhe naiion and
develop lechnorosical soluiions io
rhe economic, seograpriic and
soca hurdes whch obstucred

mprovemenr and conr buied roa

subject. Most norab y, f.mers
su.h as John Bnns of Loudoun
counry and Georqe Redd or
Frederick Counry espoused and
publc,ed the atesi aqicutura
techn ques deep powins, crop
rorarion, and ihe use or rerti izers.

dlsplave.r a qrowinq rascination
wi r ufltarian invenlions and

ihe nation desp te the r

whar hstorian Carol Purser has

eupborla ol the eary repubrc
was nor simpy a nonhern

nonhern vnqnia tu v sha,ed n

northern vnsina and Arexand a
n the vdars aiter rhe Revourion

mosi norable abour the.eqon in

inhabt6nis.ombine.r .ommerce
and cockfi€hts, industy and
ndoence, a projecling and a
parerna isiic spnii Look ns arrhe

Civi Warand the conof economv

emphasize rhe kdn ona aspects

Company's canals and the Ltle
River Tuinpikd compdny's rodd
were amonq the mosr
comprcded ensinesins rojeds

Unned Srates. Nonhern vnginia
was aso home ro crafismen
rurned invenrors such as James
Rumsey, James Deneae lwrro
invenied a corn kilnand!hresher),

nvenied a boar padde). These
'projectore' we,e commi,ted ,o
developins ui liariai invent ons

irom ocal nhabranls. And aiier



ot Southern sociery. However, ro
do so is to toisr a re eoloov on the
Souih and nodhem virsina and
ftk osng a complete p ciure ora

cd ebrated ndependence and rhe

alforded. They also remaned
ardent y atached ro ihe

par archa soc al order
Moreover, rew resldents of the
regian sensed any contadcllon
berween ihen pare,naisiic and
prolil oienred impu ses.Whielhe

per od d d sruprions 10 1320
sravery and ihe souir's !aditiona
va uesappeared no mped meitro

nodhern vnginans Led bY the
nhabilanrs of A exandria roqed

Thus, ir shouid come as no
su,prise to lnd a rcgon in whch

response to overseas market
demandsr in wh ch eitepreneurs
esiabrshed iowns and mils and

eas.r y compeled 1or rhe tade ol
o.a farmeGi in which ramers
and merch.frs invesred then
proj rs inlo enrerprises desiq.ed

economyj and ln which

'projecieB" dspayed 6n avd
lnteresr in rechnorosicar and
as'cuLrura nnovarion As lor
'Lshr HoGe' Hary Lee, he
celeb,ated rhe new age, polntns

and tade brought to the reson
Lnked 10 word markets by re

inhabnanrs ol the So Potomac,
he bereved, were ihe m6t
wealihy sei ol husbandman n
proporton io the exrent ol the
county withn rhese siaies."
Suruey ns rhe,eslon tron Mounr
Vernon, Washinqton coud only
asroe The spni ol Trade

condruded, and ls noi io be
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iniured bdore rhe beoiniiis or rhe prc
ondrotr s r has been 6r €ome riru trhs

F W3'don, whde hb Djurgs we/e dleidedlo.



i AexandGshcerhc sad rre d r327 In!



fted nbwn and rom$e adto ohqi

lwidow oi rhs de rames .nsrsh) o

Preslde Abr.ham Lincoln, ses y



h afd fFdns rhqe a cqb i rqud, wh.h, h

sh q.6' lAc ranuqv 7,13641



IAG A!0u3125, 13621

sh es tu1dr iun above rhe ani€whie

Presldenr Abtaham Lincoln, sedera'v



moulhotHuhqcrc€k'souhdseciqAl

IAG: May l3' 1364]

upon se hau*Ede be ow, injutns h msstr so



bu d ne! b€ ne rcjuvended 3id r:i



hceill dauobr Mues 'd b'r*

oieh.dlq.nly]iv.lo[lAG:q23'136.1

e,i.r erob.ft.d ....taci June16,r36{t

dab'Frr"+Er.€ tDo.f.;se

b|y, IAGI June 29' 1904]

an by ft rdb Jdsecnrch. t^G: s.rrsmbd

vbq. wa . enr.nB' r* d iud



1362, tb Ar'd!C!l! G!?!!t!

btil he !'s nlde a Dajor

;h. B.ttr" "r certy'b".E i. r

nu;qo"" eo6r- oos or ' v

%3i"r-'e*F kq'6ra-.i,

d 3ucc.s3ivsry in cq;nd of porllonE
ef the x!€htnfion d.f€!'es.,.

ks. (pre6eit day clrryle conplex) rhe



bout 2 1/? o,qlock, and Lh€

ras condu.ted by kjor cene.a

'€r€ hjor kn6.


