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The Anthony Burns Afi.n

Alexandria, Vnginia Locals at the cenrer oi NationalDebate
over the Fugitive Slave Act during Violent lncident in

Boston, Massachusetts

Thd Alexandra cazede
or May 30, 1354, pub ished an
artic e which des.ibes a ror in
Bosron. Ma3sachuserts
soarked by co. chares F.
suttre s.nempr io reclaim his
runawav s ave named Anthony

1S5O F@iiive sl6ve Acl
Surtre, an Alexandria
merchant, had every lesal'lshr
to qpecr that the fuoitive

our ns rhe couGe of ihe braw
one defender of th6 jair in

was kllled by members of an
Aboinionsr mob numberns
2,OOO Thd a!en1 provoked
intetuenr on by such nariona
Abo irionisis as Wiliam Lloyd
Gadson and Wende lPhilllps.

The old Gazdtle artice
d ocu ments
Metiopoltan wasrr nglon arca
I qured into n.iiona milltancy



There are rew derails in
rhe Gazere slory which
document how Anthony Buhs
ted 10 Bosron, ihe horbed or
abo ition n anrebel um
America. rnr alry, rheslave hid
amidsr c6rso he wasroadinq n
a barse depa{ng iiom ihe
James Rver ar Fichmond.
{Burns sd€ms io rrave siowed
away lor three iiigd we6ks n

Upon aums drival in
Boston, ihe Gazete reports

Richmond, *6rirg thai he was
at work wnh Colfin Pi s, in
Blatile street, cleaning old

pul aurns owne. co. surte
on his rar. suttre rraveled
nonhlo rec aim his "prope y,"
who wds now under ths
lurisdiciion of a "u.s.
Cofrmissionei LorinO" in

The G"zete prlnrs an
osrensibld co loquy berween
slave and masler, an example
ot pro'sldvery fabr:carion. ln
n, Burns expresses resrei ar

is ea€er to qo "home.- The
Gazere ediroria izes : "H s onty
object in ledving ai alappears

cur osiry, which be ns
rhoroushly srarilied, he des.es
rorerum." The Gazenelu hdr
repo(s thal Burns was
morivated soeY by d crridish
wand6 ust, nor ihe desire ro
escape rhe condiirons and
sligma of sravery in vnqlnia.

what, ll any, w6rc rhe
connections berween co
Su le, his sraveAnthony Burns

derernine ihe runaway's

also emproyed ai the Manapan
ron works rn sourh Boston.

employmem betoE hb fo.mer
owner showed up to reclalm

io ae( friends ro his
whereabours, but despite the
p,ecautoi of send ng rhe

Sourhern pGctice or openins

oxaminailon or Alexandria
Blsiness Dn€crories in rhe
Lloyd House tack Sute's
com herciar acrrvities TheriGr
menton ol surr€ s nahc
occurs n 1a6O: "Sutle G.
tslcl F. & Co., l0 Souih



Whatues % Merchanrs,

in 137o, Sun e r4ides ar "112
Cameron," whire his bustn*s
was rhen aried whh one
"Henry L. Stuan',ar "13 Xins."
Iord nuhberins sysreml Finafly
ihe D rccrory lor 13761377
places sure & co., "gene.a

looi of Kins steel TheB is

Sure i. Arexandra By rhe
1340s Sut e's name has
disappeare.l eniirely from

Re.€nry Arbe J.Von
F/anks' n hls new book Ile
Iraib or A!!ba
Freedom a& .9l!lery j!
Emerson s Boston puts lofrh
addniona newevidence aboul

h s interesring to note
thar in re Massachusers
cou( p.oceedings io determine

was sued for 910,000 for
'damases, welr knowinq ihe
said Burns ro be a ,iee ciilzen
of Ma$achuseits, who had
been arcsied and imprsoned

von Fnnk's book deiais
sone horendous accounts of

Anrhony Burns, ihe
youngesr ot his slave mother's
13 childrcn, was about 20 dt
the time ot his aresr in
Bosron. He had bedn rased
and had worked in statford
county unti hs owner's son
Ch6res (evenlualy a membe.
olrhevnginia esisrarurel hned

filreen doriars he earned was
lhefirst money sur( e obra ned
irom ownlng Anrhony " Aft6r
rhai initiar ran.action Burns
was conilnuousy hir€d oui.
Five ol Anrhony's sibrin€s had
aready been sold durins hs
yourh; his morher was hned
out l6m rhe famiryJor two or
ihree year. Sut e's rcck
quaiiy business had laied lir
had supplied inldior srone io
re U.S Capnol aid whle

Hous6) Subsequenrtv Surde
moved ro a exandrja tl352),
whire Anihony renaindd hned

objecred to rhe wod "masle.
beng used by Burns himset
and oihers as "odious."Fudher
evidence ol siark regiond
dispart es appeared nrhecase
when Wiriam Brenr, who
accompanied s!it e to
Massachusd s as a winess,



our ro Stallord Counry whhes

very.elis ous whie his naste.

At ihe r me of his capture
Burns showed ssns ol ablse

Henly Dana,r an anomeY and
a member ol rhe aboliiionisr

came to Burns', lesa aid, leit
ihe lorow nq descipilon ofrhe
delendanr 'He s a piieous
objeci, crhs weak in mind
and body, wth.l6rqe scar on
hs cheek, which looks mlch
ike a brdnd, a broken hdnd,
tom whicrr a arge pece oi
bone p@iecrs, and anoihe,

seemed comp erely cowed and
dispnited," and ndcared lhat

owner wou d make ii "go h.rd
ror him back ln Alexandria "
lThe hand had been mansed
by a careess "masier" in a

r oi in Boston n May or 1a54
JUslfouryea6altelpassaqe
of ihe Fugilivo slave Law,
detesred by mosl Nonherners,
aid an evenruar facror or rhe
Civl War, the Buhs' case
iesred the acfs vsidny, .nd
thus crcared a ror invovinq
2,000 proresiers, brack and

menrioned, one depury jailer

crashed ihe faciitv. Fnsr, a
doo' was smashed in wnh a
]2-fooi make shijt bare nq

nluies durins the ensuing

Bostonans wdre aresied.
Durns rhe rot alusions were
hade in speeches to bolh the
Bosron Tea Pa(y and
Massac.e or revo urionary days
s ju*iridrtion ror ih s popuisi
6volr rorlr*dom. Bur^s, rhe
Aexand a run away, was noi
successrury fGed by rhe
abonionisi mob durinq thig
a$aul on rhe iar. Fle was

6nii Fusilive Slave Act
demonstralors lrom oiher
Massachusers towns includins
Salem, worcesrer, and New

A(rns would rcly nenra ly and
physicaly, but ar tnsr ha
seemed ro his polential
delenders t.tly hopeless as a

It ls clear i.om the
6a2ei.e srory thar the Bums
allair inadveftnny caused a



onY surcunded the jail but
raried ar Fa.elil Hal lor a
meelinq to disclss staiesy.
Trreseproteslors threarened
ro lar .nd tearher surtle s

money io buy Burns trom his
owner sunle, under pressure,
salrl ar one poinr he would
accepl 51,200 lor Burns; bur
when rhe askn€ pr.e was
mei, surre chanqed hs mind,
a.d requesied more, maklns
rlre pLrchase Price
unobtsinab e. other
comp icarions orthis uglY alf an
ncuded rhe aw sull lor
SlO,00O agansi Suri e and
BreN ror hav ns conspned
rosetherio have the said Bums
a lree cil zen of
Massacrrusets" areeted and
mprisoned as a slave or the
sad sune and caiiied ro
Alexandria, Va., &c, &c.
Even Pres deN Pierce was
lorced to intervene in the
Boston cas6, by rele€raphlnq
aulhofties and lnslsrins upon
enrorcement or the Fuotlve

The Aexandia Gazete
pubrished rh€ folowins lacrs
aboLl thd riots one lataliiy.
When rhe door 10 the Bosron
laclliiy was lorced in a bold
elJon io rree Bume. Bosronian

.ccount conrlnues: "Mr.
Earche der uttered rhe

and talrinq back into the mms

expned, armosr rmmedi6rey.
Thelnlodunaie man resided n
Charlestown, lMAl, where he
eaves a wle and one or iwo
children to mourn hs lntimely
d€5th." Lai€r edhions of the
Gazene aver thar sarchelder

duing the tush; his assal.nl

rhe Cold Flouse werc meal

rhe oriqinal brcwn Dore.s "
The weldin! ol rhese hems

and the Dotentia lor even more
serious bloodshed. onrv th€
presence of u.s. toops seems
to have been the man facior

teceived a pstol shof in the

Ediied by Edgar
snowden, ihe Arexandra
Gazene compied stor es aboLi

ro Burns', aitan mo.tv fiom



Thes€ rnicles mddo cear rhat
cor. sdire, iho .ogri.ved

inl.r*iad in t63tng th6
enlorcemom ol rh. Fuqtlv.
Slave law as w€lr as
r4laiming his'Propeny.-
urmd.ry rr€ .€tus6d rha
S1,2O0 oflered by Bosron
Abol t onisrs ror Burns'
l€edom Accodmg to Edq.r
Warlield n his voluh€ Meaala
ol a lanjedqac soldie"
su re was rarer nvolved in
orqaniuing iocal mirila in
Alexandria shich led to tho

Volunr.ff rnl.nry a€oimenr in
Lee s Amv ol Nonheh

onry 51 ol rhese local
Conroderqies w6'e ietr lo
sud6nd.r ar appom.tox
surro's mifia.v blc i. rh€so

Slnle wrs not .n
in6.s€q*nrial Ar.xondrian ol

F.ank wrileslh6r he oPeraied 6
ge^€r.l rore, Grc€n, sunle, &
Comprny, tor iwodocades ln
1366, "he end.d his rod!
bachororhood by marrying
Emly Toliole(o C aibornd, .

wa. widow lrom Bariimor6."
As a rcsult ol his s@id srarlr,
surro s.tu€d o^ rhs Alexandr a
cty counci, and wasa dn€cior
in th. FarmeG' Bsnk and rh.
Oranq€, Al€xr.dria &
Manassas Faikoad. He rerned
to the Blue Ridse and died n

Meanwhile, Bu.c w6s

mav h.ve b€en a rcuno. wrh
his mother, ako owned by
Sutl€. lh is mor. probable,

was hrcd our6lsawhere orhsr
rhan alexondria, or th.r she

Alter beino r€manded,
Bums then setued severlr
monrk amidsi wrerched
condni@s in . Richmo.d
Priso^ He was |rtor sold by
Sud6 to. Rockv Mounr No^h
Ca.olina d6ver, who agreed io

rinaf,cld oveduGs, Buhs'
caus6 was k6pt arrve by hs
despeEte co(espond€nce to

Bums' .6turn ro Boston w6s
exproied by r ac1u.e se,os.



Srlll later, Bums aitended
ober in Co lese in ohio. F nallV,
rre iook a pasrorate in sr.
catherin6's, canada, wh6rc he
died in rhe slmmer ol 1462.
Nls rombslone is srll vlsible,
and bears an irccription aboui
his role as rhe objeci ol the

the Atetandtia Gaze o
accounr and von Frank s
book rhai in 1454, five years
belore John Brown's raid on
Flarper's Fery, and seven
years betoG Fort slmter,
Bcronians and Woshinston.
City peopLe were acrinsour lhe
contdnrious preamb e to the

Alexand .ns, o^ the
oiher hand, would sutler
srealry wirh the ollbr€.k ol
Civil war ln 1461. For rour
and one-halr lonq Vea.s ihey
endu/sd rhe onsesr mliia.y
occuparion of any ame can
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jqdqB d rhe e edoi n wh speB.)

1i!@ h my hand, a membd d



scohl6) 6ad qoi6lo b6d. we huDs



a.cmlmu.o€l4h'.ida,
I A en rohnDn, diio'. qiqia@

oramerclnsbqaohv. lN.wYd :
edclln ro so ov.. rh.rc 1€ u'o p.l
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