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COLOIIIAL ALH(AIIDRIA LEVERS OF POWER

pod ot rh. Di*ricr ot columbia in
1301 rr rhe conmonw.drh of

G.o'seMaon, C.oE.w!6hinston,

F! rar cdlnrv n.r Al.xandi!.

mr. mmb€6 ol rh. olisa'chv or

Th.y had bs€n tlmou6 in Vi4inir

niln.ry Fid ol vi.w bd also llom

tsn c'!y ol which Ahnnd . wourd

Al6xlndtla, D c,emainsd d Pan ot
rhd Dilricr unrir 1346 wh.n ! rrhe

Adfgroncounty,w...d'oc.&dlo





couniy judicss, who were appointsd

ext€nsive prdntarions. rho jusrice3

a ju*im acrnq alone had
ludicbraurhorlylo hsar and dedida



onc€ a monrh ttu juslims mst

aid raBa.ied courty bu6in.s$.
€sisrarvs, €xecdive d jud cio

was vBtyhaD, ju{de dnd ai

mer in Akxandia ro hord coud,

famiri€s wourd vsn rckivss or

whei rhe senibmf, lustic€s



obrinq ord ri.n&, rarkins poncs

wsr d rum dink otrsi servod from

iuisdidion or c83. 3pF.red lrcm
lh.counrycounsomsca..li
how6ver, could b. 4tsal€d ro ths

Counly. Hedmrr. v Eini: 16 .nd

^..d.legablrcmlhdlcounryh.intoduced rhs bill ccrting Fdirllr

G.oisian maNion on hs Bdlvolr

tur€gar. i.om F,irra! coonty, a

ft*id3nr or .h. coveho/3 coun.i

rtu PrcFarary by hrs son, G.ore-"

ahons rh.m !h6 co'e ol rho pddr

m.d€Upbylh.v€try,w!.ludd



solns ves$k came io rhe docks



1..J, F idax, lnd Roy.r. Much ol
rhe rand sasr ot 1.. srd i. m.n
mads whLch rccounc lor somo of
th6 cloldod rno6 to ih€ ivs'l.onr

w6rc crdelv h.ld bv rhe orioarchv.
GooEe M.son wts tsasud lor

canar i'om Alsxand, to rh€ ohio

be .hipp.d vir thi. wd.r rouie to
moke Al.xrnd'ia th. o.oare

cE rhs by op.nins !p rh. Midr'nds

Pann.yrv.nl., New Yolk, and

cemrll &lddock or Ha M,i.Ew's

dierlod( on lcr nsr ths F.onoh and

iar€s, adch rosislaturc €lus.d



backlhe widoh.EE and hadc,ort'd

Finalt in 1773 wi'en G.o4.

Alsxandi.ns 6. ted rh. (i.9,

hd .ddd ju a dsiry dos $.n

md mo$ huhbly conjuns rnd
bos.chins hi6 Mrjsrv, nor ro
cduF hb l.irhrur subled. ol

amio. ro r srare of d.rlsrarion,

rtu counry of F,irrax on Mondry rhe
rsrh dry ol Jury 1774 rr rh. coun
Noro, G.oE6 wa3h nsro., E quna

assoc.rion or 1?74. L o, $ar

lor rh. Conrinenrdt a.*iarion

lE ti. crn€nd€n oun.rdn B '
Ato@y Gone'ar. Activ. rnd

|ThL.nicbdisinilylr!tsd



vignetr$ from rbe P4es ot th.
Al€undria Gueite

njurcd aid ioiiun{eryienhs$e hqtr

$d nershhqhood. lAcr 7/231374t

re.eived 6sre sb momne raq



con.od'r&mm.6rdsn ls.e.comsr

sniovrbs one l^C 5/ro/r33rl

whtrh tr bsis pu' up rh6i. la9:

Richld Purce l.r314 frinc! sr L rhev

sombnsdricaor*d. l!c:

!, . rlrc.r l46i 449n$61



SPRNCNME N ALENND'I^ Ib!
hisror c o diownAbxdndrb 3iu{now

Revolurioi y war. lA9 5/er3e3l

st.rdseiundbi drhe pike wlh rhe

rhe hqses wqe vdu6d d $500 tac:



Businesses of Yesteryear:

Th€ Porom.c M.nufactu nq
Comp.nv and vnsinia

lDn Ship Buildinq company

coa merchant John P asnew
comhenced the manutactu.e ol
borer plare non ro suppo rris
srrpyard siruared nearrhe toor ol
Wilkes Streer Supervised by

G.C. GGs and Capt J.B. Archer,
''the Potom6c Manulacturing co.
comnenced opehlions at their
works in Arexandria al the fooi of
Wote S$eer in the sorins ol
1a31, puting n Vapo' Fue
F trii.eq lor rhe manLfaclure of
iron booms la mass ol m.lleabre
non rrod which rhe slas has been
ror.ed bv hammer or robn One
of ihese lurnaces was comp ered
durns ihis year and the
manulaclure ol booms w5s

rn 1431, lhe comoany
purchased lrre od Pioneer flour
milnear the fool ot ouke StGel
and mm€didrely besan to rep.ir
iis 2.000 broken oa^€s ol qlass

'Duinq ihe year 1432 iwo

we.e made. Two hund'ed and

ssv€niy-llva tons 01 non were
made ro the value or 512,000.

530,000 was dxpended on the

G C Goss, a New Ensand
shlpbuilder, and sawyer turned
over to tha Poiomac
Manulaciuring Company a
contracr to buid a rhree masred

and others Thb schooner was
comp ered n Deceober ai a cosr
of over 940,000 aid employiis
lrom flfiy 1o seveniyfve men

Mirs Iocated south or thee^d ol
Ouke Steerl were rebu ll,
bukhead pur ln and filed in with
earth d a cosl ol some 95,000.

b ocks rdid, r.unchins ways pur
n, derck, sieam box, siage
poles, brow stage buili, block

pl6ner, ensines and other yad
ioors a^d a building put up; al ol

l^ tho sprlng ol 1343 a
schooner was sianed lor capt.
Anderson rnd others, and
comp eted ln septemb6r,



employns some liity men and
costins 93o,o0o. Du ng rhis
rimc a syndi.ate wdslomad and
purcha3ed rhe pafi ol rhe
Potomac Manuractuins company
ror s30,o00 and the vnqnia rrcn
Shlpbulld ns Company was
orsdniz6d. Two ol the direcrors
w6ni to Enqand and vis ted rhe
l,on Shlpbuidins yards rherc and
on the cryde, asdedaininq rhe
cosi ol tooh and maclrinery
requiGd ror non shipbuiding.
Sone wdauhy capnaisrs had
taken stock n the V.l.s.B. co
and ir was expecled rhal rhe
company woud put in a rolns
mill and a Dlani lor buildnq iron
ships. ln ihe w nrer or 1a33 and
1aa4 the ensines ware taken
fron th6 Proneer MiE ln havns
been ascenaned that rhev were
nor suitable lorih€ Present mode
ol makinq llou or suitable for an
e evalo. which rhe conpanY had
hoped io PUr in) 6nd raken over to
rhe non wolks, a nd sr6nii6 blocke
were pur in 1or the foundation ol
the enginds 6nd ,ollins mll. The
eaet wal ol the non ml was
.emoved and out up a5 leei
rowards the rver and w6ls
staned and party compeied
Belord thls time rieishls beqan to
decline and rina ly €ached a Poini
so low ihat theE was nodemand
ror saiins vessels ror rhe loreisn
caryin! nade. lron mills werc

closins up 6l over th€ county

3mon9 non manuldcrurds; ihere
was nodemond ror rcn ar. pice

This conrinued throlqh rhe
summer ol 1344 and in
November it was thoushi
advisrbre by rh6 dnectors or the
companY io sNpend opemrions

busin.ss .nd ihe forc6 rhal had
been employed ai rhe company s
works wds dlschargdd and ony

a cost ol some 930,000, and

rrcm July, 1aa5 to Aprl, 1aa6

Th s drcdqe wouid nol have
been bullr here ir ihe ship yard
had not been tted wnhlaunchins

n March, 1346, $e non
wo*s w€r. 6a.ed io H.H. Hans
lor makns charcoa ron bloohs,

wnhihe expectaiion thai nwourd
lead to olher.nd larser op€rarions
pavins rhe way for putinq in oln
rols. The ease with Hains havinq
been cancel6d by mutual



mD@vemenrs mado on rhewo*s
anount ro some S5.ooo and rhe
amount exp€.d.d and values
p@duced amolnl ro 9212,oo0.

k h6s been rho hope and
expeclation th61 lhe shipbuildlns

courd indue capn.lsrs to ins.r
in rhE planr herc in Al€tandi6,
and n has ba6i our $rn6s1
andaavor 10 k..p th6 propony
cle.r i.om atachm€nrs and to
avoid ritigarion which would ddr.r
captr.ri.ts t.om inv.ding here in

balleve wil var r€vv., .nd whon
ir do€5 we would liko ro be in a

ln 1447, lh€ Arow Ship
company purch.s.d rhe ord
ag^ew shipy.rd 3r rhe loor ot
wi kes St6er and soon
commonced rhe conslruction ot

O.H Ford. Som€ 150 t@s or
blooms have b€€n m.nulaciur.d,
valuod 6r i5,O00, and it is
6xP.cted th6l th6 lorce will bo

Alexandria, Virqinia'-
Gareway on ths Gsorge
Washingron MemoriBl

Al Cox, AIA; Bon M.
Kagaw6, ASLA; Pstsr H.
Smith, Ph.D. --
Departm€nt of Planning
and Zoning

As o.rv rs th€ 1340s,
prcposals werc made ro blild a

Washinston ro Mounr V.mon

Th6e elfoG werc endoB.d bv
rhe s€iale Park lMcMlanl
Commi6s on in 1S01 snd
culminarod in ih€ plam ro
constlucl rh. Georse wr3hinsron
Memo 6l turkwav in rh. r.le
192Os lo commemoEto the
brce^tannla ofrhe bnth ol George
Wa.hington. Constuct on was
besln in 1s29 and rhe tirsr
sedaon, liom rhe a.ringro^
Memorial Bridse 1o Mounr
Vernoh, wrs conpls$d and
dedicated in 1932. Ths Pdrkwov
was innovative in a 

^umber 
ol

resp€cs 6nd provided 5 ch.nce
lor the F€de.ol sovernmed,

'Re@d ro rh. cny Financo
commttee ln r.terence ro

or rhs Poromac lron shipbuidins
com@nv.' IAG: l216/1aa6l



through ih€ Bur€au ol Plblic
Ro6&, ro denon$r6re the
p ncples of hodern hishway
desisn. Fo. ex6mple, it incuded
lim red access constucrion;

su ound ns countryside to
6mph6siz6 vi8r.s and make

n the v€.rc leadinq uD to

construdion ol th. P.rkway a
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Ale\ond a sionsy desned thar



the Pdrkwav be @ured throuoh
th. Ciry 6rong Wa$inqron Sreet
b.caG. n perce v.d rhar there
would be subsl6nli6l economic
b6hcl rs accruin! ro rh6 ciy a3 a
Gcu t. For examplo, in 1929 ths

rouringdnec Y 6lono wa shinqron
sr..t "wirr m€an rhar rhe vasr
major ry of ,he vrsirore en ,ode to
Mdunr Ver.on av€llnq over rhe
bouevad wil stop over i.
Arexd^dria and visir th. points ot
h,3tdicar inr€res!.-': A numb6r
ol p€opl€ expecred rh€r one ol
rhe pr nciprl sourc$ or ncomelo

Padwsv would ba ttom tea
rooms wh ich would be
esrablished to reed rhe'counrlet
rh@rsnds- who wolld visn
Al€x.ndi.'s hisrori. 'shrin6s- 6s
pan ol then pils m6ge ro Mounr

So anxiou3 h.d b€en rho
cny govemmenr ro ensuE th6i
rho Parkway would b€ rour€d
alons washington steet thar rh€
Cily Councl pass6d a €solurion
in Mry ot 1929 thol they would
relu se to con3ider any
applicaiions lor rew g3$lin.
setuice sl.rions rlo^g w.shlnqton
sr.€r unti rh. .or..menr wirh
rho Fed€ral qovernmenr had b€en

Federal govenhent requn.d the
Ckv ro ralc enai^ zoning
measurcs and ro conro sisns
along wdshlnglon Ste6r in order
io mrinrain the momorirr
cha6der ol rhe Pa*way! Ar

capitalized on the Citvs r€.r
€ssociarion5 wirh 600rse
washingron and rh€ Wa3hington
Sreer roulo for rhe Pa*way
passed 6ronosd. buirding3 rh.t
Washinston hsd acrlarly known,
such aschtut church. Thu!, rh€
Parkwav c6ptu..d a sem. ot
'insrart hisrory" by choosin! the
w.shinqron sn..r aliqnmont.!

As oiqin.lly conceiv.d, rhs
two entanc€s ro Old town ar
S€cond St.er on the nonh 6nd .r
Huntins CEok on rhesourh w€rc
ro b€ marked wilh rot.ies
symbolizing rh. tans r on trom
the lastorsl stetches ol the
Parkwsy lnto rhe u.bdn
atmosph€'o ol Arexndi.. Ol
th€* rwockcr6, onryone !r rhe

qcluallv constuci6d Tho 3reinq
oJ rhis ckclo was desis^sd to
3hifi rhe txis or the rotdwav to
lemit r vi.rodnec y nonh tothe
w*hingro. Monlment ih rhe
DErict ol collmbia, rhu. tufrh.r
iyins th. Pa*w6v to GooQe

.!'..'^9 ro such t r6urins, rho
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As o sinarly conc.ived, rh.
cncls was 2501€€r wide and rho
pllnrinss within dd around ih.
cncle we6 ih€ m@t lomally
.r.nsed of rnY .lonq th.
Pr*w.v dnd w.r. .Fita€llv
d..i€n.d wilh a menon.l

Eh lulmus Amo cana sp.l
r6oe w€'e pl.nt.d to r.pr*onr
th€ 8.v.n Vilei.i.B who bedm.
u.s. ftesidenr. Around th.
€d9.3, Li.lden lTili. Sp.l t*3
Al.r.ndians who hsd di6d ln
Wond war L whe^ th6 cncb
wr. erimitur€n- th. memo !l
n.ruc ot the ci.cld was bsr .t
w.ll .s rhe s.n.. ol tansirion
i@m 6 panned P.dway ro th6
u.ban st@er g d ot Alexandio,
whie fte dr6m.iic visro of rh€
dir.nr washlnglon Monumenr
..m!ins i .cr, ih. tavelwaY
conrigur.iion has bs modili.d
ro.ccommodd. 3 o€.rc.volum.
olrarric. tuea Y.51ss3 thor.
w€G calls to olmi.ara rhe cnclo
rs . raflic aaletv haz..d.
Horever, it wts not unril 1962
rh6r rhis propo$l was redri2.d
t^d lhe cncb Emov€d and
GDl.c.d bv cull no W.shinston
sr.€trhroush n.staiqht ineto
accomhodate ino43s€d ralric

Tod.y, rtE @adways ol rhe
1931 r.ltc cncb ar6 . r.rg.ry

g.^6r.1 ropographv, apati.l
seq@nco .nd l.aqments ot rhe
fomd d.nin6 €m.i. i.r.cr.
Mcr nor.blv, rhe s..d. !.d
.revsrion ol the t.lii. ctcre
.6maift 6nd b reintorc.d bV
surviving Linden {Tiri6 sp I nees
in rh€ solth..si .nd 3o!thw*i
quadr.nr.. .s w€ll .s 2.lkov.
lzellov6 3.rdr6 Sp I t*3,
outch Em dlsease rcsidanr
rcpracam.nE ror th€ o olnar
Ame c6n Elm lulmus am€.cona
Sp.ltlo6. All hous h subtl.nti.lly

rh€ o sin.l l93r pbn, cured
ropogrdphlc re.tur€s .nd

reiain som. s.mbl.nc6 0t the
Pa.kway's sparial intdgrily and

rn 1996, rh. Cny ol
Alex6nd. a undenook a Dl6n^ing
erfo.tdasigned ro rc.6siabrsh the
coGmonisloarewav inro rhe cry
ot Alesnd . rmm th€ G.oEe
Washinsron Mdorial Pa*way.
Ihe proiocl was initirt.d by 3tdtr
ol thd Cny oi Alsxand.la
D6p6 monr ol Plan^in€ and
zdni^g whon rhe developor or rhe
po@ adlacent ro rhd southw*i



a.6ndr. lnc., otl€rcd to imprcve
€ @ndiii6 ot rh. oxbring

pl6nrin9s a to iGrorr e@rt6. lnd sidewalk in rho plblac
spac€ tdjacdd 10 . rcsidential
ddv.loDment Drci.cr, chy sr.lt
colbbooted with rhe Narronar
Park S€di@ to inv$tiqlte the
hilrorv.@ldjvecuiicnrconditions
and pdrible tdor€ 3t.ward3hip
srar.gies tor lhs siro, chysarl
sug9.3red a l.ndscap.
architoctural altsh.live which
rcell! th. lom 3nd rpnit ot ih€
hisroic mflo al t.tlic ckcle by
u.ing md*i.ls .en.irive to rhe
o'i9iml 1931 P.rkw.y pl.n -
wllhout revisins curenr road
condrons. sp€citlc component
rccommendations !.o addressed
on lhe conepl m.st€r plan

This mastor prn, prepared
by chy si6rl, war approvdd by
lhe dovoloper, the Nduonol P6*
seryic., rhe old ..d Hiso,ic
Aler..d a Disticr Bdrd ot
A.chit.cruml R6vi.w .nd Citv
Council. Ihe appov.d plan has
bs6n adopted 3. an amendm€nr
to tho Narional R.sster of
HBrdc Plac€s ibtino or th.
M€mdi6r Fblkw.y 6nd h* b.6n
d.p6ned in th. Narion.l
Archiv6. Ahhoush initial sr€ps

b€ouh in 1997, the Droiocl

rcm.ins unlunded 6nd compt.rion
i3 depondmt on 6nr.ibution3
tm rh. pubric !'n a4oinine

hqEl(gh'ly'{aonj&ctr'd

@haE!,'a! Juie 23, rs3r. o r



Copyisht 1gsa - A lRiqhb
Reserved Aexdidri. Hisro.cai

Pub ished rhroush rrre
suppo ol the J. Paiten A$ht.

' 
EgNDRIA HISTOR1CAL


