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Ramsay House,  located at  221 King Street ,  is  a  cu l tura l  icon in  Alexandr ia ,
genera l ly  re ferred to  as the o ldest  house in  the c i ty .  Today i ts  d is t inct ive out l ine is
a symbol  o f  the h is tor ic  her i tage of  A lexandr ia .  l t  current ly  is  the c i ty 's  v is i tor
center  and of f ices for  the Alexandr ia  Convent ion and Vis i tors  Associat ion.
i l l lus t rat ion #11 The route to  becoming a cu l tura l  icon took more than ten years and
was a tor turous path f i l led wi th  numerous threats  to  demol ish the bui ld ing.  By the
t ime the bui ld ing was reconstructed in  1956 i t  was more a product  o f  the ear ly
years of  the reconstruct ion of  Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg than a typ ica l  A lexandr ia
Colonia l  era bui ld ing.  That  few quest ion i ts  authent ic i ty  is  a  testament  to  how
much Alexandr ia  c i t izens and v is i tors  want  to  have a tangib le l ink to  the e ighteenth
century past  o f  the c i ty .

By most  accounts Ramsay House is  considered the o ldest  bu i ld ing in
Af  exandr ia  and dates ascr ibed for  i ts  construct ion range f rom 1695 to 1751.1 l ts
reputat ion as the o ldest  house was wel l  establ ished by the ear ly  twent ie th
century.2 Indeed,  the bui ld ing was recorded by the His tor ic  Amer ican Bui ld ings
Survey,  a  par t  o f  the Nat ional  Park Serv ice,  in  1936 wi th  both measured drawings
and photographs.  l t  was or ig ina l ly  the home of  Wi l l iam Ramsay,  one of  the
founding t rustees of  A lexandr ia  and a prosperous merchant .

In the f irst part of the twentieth century the building served variously as a

'  Dates ascribed for the construction of Ramsay House:
Datc Source
1695
1121
pre '1732
t ]  2 5
t148
l 7 _ 5 1

Milton Grigg, 1949 bicentennial edition of Gazetle
Program for dedication of building, 1956
Gazette article, 1947
Gazette article, 1963
Fundraising brochure, 1944
The Historv of Old Alexandrra. Vireinia, 1928

l'hc rnost delinit ive work on Alexandria architecture, Ethelyn Cox's Historic Alexandria Street by Street, A

Survey of E,xistinq Early Buildines, sidesteps the issue and diplomatically notes: "A 1956 reconstruction, based

on early photographs of the house of William Ramsay. . . " Another standard work on Alexandria notes that

Ramsay l{ouse is "reputed to be Alexandria's earliest structure..." Will iam Francis Smith and T. Michael

Miller, A Seaport Sasa. Portrait of Old Alexandria. Virsinia, (Norfolk, Virginia, Thc Donning Company,

1 9 8 9 ) ,  p . 1 2 8 .

t  Mury G.  Powel l , ' Ihe History of  Old Alexzurdr ia.  Vi re in ia f iom Julv 13.  1749 to Mav 24.  1861,

originally'published in 1928. Reprinted with a new index by Wesley Pippenger (Westminster, N'laryland, Family

L ine Pubi icat ions.  1995).  p.  i70.
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lllustration No- 2--1936 Historic American Building Survey measured drawing of the Ramsay House.
The drawing indicates the originat configuration of the building. A.A. Biggs, delineator. WpA under
the direction of the IJ.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Branch of plans ancl
Designs. Source: Speciat Collections. Alexandria Library



c igar  factory,  ant ique shop(s) ,  apar tments and a tea room.t  Repor tedly  the
bui ld ing was a lso popular  as a house of  i l l  repute dur ing the ear ly  years of  Wor ld
War l l  that  catered to  the workers at  the Navy 's  Torpedo Factory less than a b lock

away.  Thus,  by the mid-194Os the bui ld ing 's  h is tory  was known,  but  cer ta in ly  not

ce lebrated.  l t  was just  par t  o f  the co l lect ion of  la te e ighteenth and ear ly
n ineteenth century bui ld ings on the lower b locks of  K ing Street  that  were s lowly

deter iorat ing and pr imar i ly  industr ia l  in  use.  Unl ike Gadsby 's  Tavern or  the Stabler-

Leadbeater  Apothecary Shop,  both of  which were restored dur ing the 1930s,

Ramsay House never  garnered the same type of  in terest  or  a t tent ion.4 l l l lus t rat ion
#21

By 1931, an art icle in the Alexandria Gazette noted that the house was l i t t le

known by the people of  the Ci ty  and,  fur thermore,  that  "Var ious arch i tectura l
changes. . .have a lmost  dest royed the or ig ina l  and quaint  appearance of  the

bui ld ing. . .However ,  those who know i t  p ic ture i t  an ancient  and charming
res idence. . .The spot  remains hal lowed by memor ies of  t l re  immorta l  Washington.

I t  was here that  h is  cousin,  Anne McCarty  res ided wi th  her  husband Wi l l iam

Ramsay  who  bu i l t  t he  house . . . . s

In late 1942, Ramsay House suffered a devastating f ire that swept the

whole bui ld ing f rom basement  to  at t ic .6  Because of  the marginal  economy of  the

immediate neighborhood,  the bui ld ing was le f t  vacant  and boarded up.  However ,

the Alexandr ia  f i re  depar tment  d id  not  condemn the bui ld ing prec ise ly  because i ts

h is tor ic  impor tance was wel l  known.  The f i re  depar tment  ch ief  was even quoted

as say ing " l  should l ike to  see the Ramsay House restored as a museum."  There

had been sporadic  ef for ts  in  the la te 193Os and ear ly  194Os to seek to  restore the

bui ld ing but  noth ing became of  them because there was no funding.  The pr inc ipa l

leader of these efforts was Rebecca Ramsay Reese, the great-great-granddaughter

of Wil l iam Ramsay, who was quoted as saying that the only obstacle to the

I 'I.u .oo*r were a popular phenomenon of the first three decades of the 20th century. They were

"part-home, part-business" that were operated by women and provided a very real alternative to eating in hotels

and bars and often served as a means for the preservation of historic buildings. On the tea room phenomenon'

see, Cynthia A. Brandimarte, "'To Make the Whole World Homelike' Gender, Space, and America's Tea

Room Movement," Winterthur Portfolio, v. 30, no'1, Spring 1995' pp.l-19.

a Indicative of this lack of recognition is the lact that one standard, though outdated, reference work on

Alexanclria architecture makes no mentionof the Ramsay House and it is not included as an extant pre-1830

building in the l ist that is provided. See, Deering Davis, Stephen P. Dorsey, and Ralph Cole Hall, Alexandria

Houses.  1750- i830,  (New York,  New York,  Bonanza Books,  1946).

-5 F.A. Long, "Washingron's Cousin Lived in Old l louse", Alexandria Gazette, l l1l1931, p.10.

I lcreafter, AG.

6 "posey Rescues Woman as Fire Sweeps Ancient Ramsay House", AG, l2l8l1942,p.l-

4



restorat ion "was the lack of  adequate money to  buy and repai r  the o ld bui ld ing."

Then on Apri l  17, 1944 the Alexandria Gazette printed the astounding
announcement  that  the Ramsay House was to  be demol ished wi th in  two weeks for
"an a i r -condi t ioned of f ice bui ld ing."  The newspaper  character ized the poss ib le
denro l i t ion of  the bui ld ing as a "catast rophe". t  The new owner of  the proper ty ,
Frank Kopl in  a bui lder  f rom Washington,  c lear ly  knew that  the proposed demol i t ion
would create widespread opposi t ion and sought  to  def lect  some of  i t  by of fer ing to
g ive the bui ld ing " to  any person or  group who wi l l  move i t  f rom i ts  present  s i te . "

There was immediate react ion to  the Gazet te 's  f ront  page ar t ic le .  By the
fo l lowing day,  three organizat ions expressed in terest  in  sav ing the bui ld ing.  The
Kiwanis  Club was in terested in  the bui ld ing for  meet ing rooms;  res idents in  Yates
Garden expressed an in terest  in  moving the bui ld ing to  that  sect ion of  the c i ty  for
use for  communi ty  meet ings and recreat ion space;  and,  the Thornton Society ,  an
ear ly  nat ional  preservat ion organizat ion,  d iscussed the impor tance of  the bui ld ing
and sought  ways to  save i t .  Addi t ional ly ,  members of  the Ci ty  Counci l  were
approached about  the Ci ty  of  A lexandr ia  acqui r ing the bui ld ing.s  At  the Ci ty
Counci l  meet ing the n ight  fo l lowing the publ icat ion of  the Gazet te ar t ic le  "one of
t l re  largest  de legat ions of  recent  t imes"  urged the Ci ty  to  take some act ion to  save
the bui ld ing.  A l l  sor ts  of  hyperbole was used in  an ef for t  to  convince Counci l  o f
the impor tance of  the bui ld ing wi th  the spokeswoman for  the Colonia l  Dames
saying that  the bui ld ing had "greater  h is tor ica l  s ign i f icance than the Betsey Ross
House in  Phi ladelphia. "  The Gazef te pr in ted an open Iet ter  f rom nat ional ly  known
restorat ion arch i tect  Thomas Ti leston Waterman urg ing act ion to  save the bui ld ing.
He  wro te :  "Dur ing  the  16  yea rs  i n  wh ich  l have  been  mak ing  an  i n tens i ve  s tudy  o f
Vi rg i r r ia 's  ear ly  bu i ld ings,  I  have never  encountered another  example of  i ts  type,
wi th  as many cur ious and fore ign qual i t ies. . .  The house royal ly  deserves
sympathet ic  considerat ion in  i ts  present  pt ight . "s

'  "  Ramsay House to be Torn Down" ,  AG, 4 l11 11944,  p. l  .

r 1  "3  Groups  Ac t  He re  t o  Save  Ramsay  House" ,  AG,4 l l 8 l 1944 ,p . l .

' )  
"Counci l  Studying Request  to  Save Old Ramsay l louse",  AG,4l t9 l1944,p. l .  Fay Campbcl l

Kaynor, " ' l-honias Tileston Waterman, Student of Amcriczur Colonial Architecture," Winterthur Portfolio. r '. l0
nos.  2 & 3,  Auturnn 1985,  p.  103.  He was one of  the or ig inal  archi tects for  the restorat ion of  Colonia l
Will iamsburg beginning in 1928 and was responsible for the rcstoration or reconstruction clf such buildings as
thc Governor's Palace. Waterman (1900-195 1) "became involved in most of the key projects in the castern
scaboard states that aff 'ccted buildings of the colonial period and the early Republic. His attitucles and opinions
inlluenccd many decisions bearing on the treatment or recording of historic American buildings." Hc was thc
aulhor of a number of influential architcctural books including Domestic Colonial Architecture of Tidcrvater
Virg in ia (1932) wi th John Barrows;  Mansions of  Vi re in ia (1946),  and,  The Dwel l inqs of  Colonia l  Anrer ica
(1950) Watcrrnal was l ikely the individual who was responsible for ensuriirg that the Ramsay House 

"'u' its
recor t icd b1 ' the Histor ic  Amer ican Bui ld ings Survey (HABS) in  1936.  Beginning in  i933 he becanrc the



Waterman a lso quick ly  took pr ivate act ion to  help save the Ramsay House.
He wrote to Wil l iam Sumner Appleton, Director of the Society for the preservation
of  New England Ant iqu i t ies in  Boston and urged h im to wr i te  to  the Mayor  urg ing
preservat ion of  the bui ld ing.  Appleton was one of  the most  in f luent ia l
preservat ion is ts  of  the f i rs t  ha l f  o f  the twent ie th century.  10

Real iz ing the vehement  opposi t ion to  the proposed demol i t ion,  the owner
voluntari ly agreed to halt action three days after the Gazette had published its f irst
ar t ic le  about  the impending demol i t ion.  Even af ter  Mr.  Kopl in  wi thdrew h is  p lans,
the newspaper  remained the leading vo ice for  the preservat ion of  the bui ld ing and
went  so far  as to  commiss ion a drawing that  depic ted what  the restored Ranrsay
House might  look l ike.  At  the same t ime,  the Amer ican Legion wl r ich had saved
Gadsby 's  Tavern,  p ledged $500 toward the restorat ior r  o f  the Ramsay House wi th
the assumpt ion that  there would be some organizat ion formed for  that  purpose.
Ci ty  Treasurer  Roger  Sul l ivan agreed to hold the monies for  the expected
restorat ion ef for t .  11

The fo l lowing week organizat ional  e f for ts  began in  earnest .  A formal
commit tee f rom numcrous c i t izen associat ions was establ ished and Sul l ivan was
named chai rman of  the "Commit tee to  Save Ramsay House."  Meanwhi le ,  the Ci ty
Counci l  in  an execut ive sess ion the prev ious week had voted to  explore purc l ras ing
the proper ty  and had entered in to pr ivate d iscuss ions wi th  the owner.  Ci ty  Counci l
received numerous te legrams f rom nat ional  and state h is tor ic  preservat ion
organizat ions urg ing them to take act ion to  save the bui ld ing.  At  the same t ime
both the Alexandria Association and the Gazetfe pledged money to the f ledgling
dr ive. t t  Wi th a l l  the in terest  and pressure,  what  the paper  character ized as

asslslallt l trchitcct in thc National Park Scrvice who was rcsponsible for revicw of all HABS documentation altl
wlts a rcsidctrt of Alexanclria rcsiding in an apartment in Rebecca Ramsay Reesc's house at 517 Carneron Strect.

r0 Thomas Waterman to Will iam Sumner Appleton, April 2l , 1944. Alexandria Library Spccial
Collcctions. On Appleton see, Jane Brown Gillette, "Appleton's l-egacy," Historic Preservation, v.46, no.4,
JulyiAugust 1994,pp.32ff. and Charles B. Hosmer, Presence of the Past, (New York, New York, G.p. purnam
Sons ,  1965 ) ,  pp . l 15 f f .

rr "Demolit ion Halted Pending Issue on Old Ramsay House", AG,4l20llg41,p.I and AG,
112111911,  p.1;  "Lcgion Pledges $500 to Open Dr ive for  Ramsay I ' Iouse",  AG,4l2 l l1944,p. l

r2 "City Groups Meeting Today to Map Ramsay House Drive-, AG, 4124/lg44,p.l; "Ramsay Housc
l Jn i tO rgan i zes " ,  AG,4 l25 /1944 ,p .1 .  Thec i v i cg roups tha twere invo l ved inc ludedPos t24o f  rheAmer i can
Lcgion, Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club, Lions Club, Women's Club, Garden Club, United Daughters of rhe
Confederacv, Kate Waller Barrett Chapter and Alexander Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution
:md tlre Alexandria Association. "Thornton Society Appeals for Action on Ramsay House", AG,4/2611944,
p.l It is perhaps testament to the comrnunity's sentiment about Ramsay House that all these groups could
coalcsce within a period of days, it is even rnore remarkable that they did, because rnost of the organizations
liad discontinued activit ies for the duration of World War Il. Council received telegrams not onlv from the



"frantic cit izen efforts," City Council  real ly had l i t t le choice other than to acquiesce
to the demands of the cit izens. By May 2, 1944 the Council  had concluded
negotiat ions with the owner of the property to purchase the building for $9,50O
with the understanding that a private organization would undertake the restoration
of the building. The Council  action came only two weeks after the Gazette had
broken the s tory  of  the proposed demol i t ion.  Sul l ivan was quoted as say ing:  "The
Ci ty  wi l l  never  regret  purchasing th is  sacred landmark. . . . "  Counci l  just i f ied the
purchase as creat ing a landmark that  would lead to  increased tour ism in  the Ci ty
af ter  the end of  Wor ld War l l  and as a centerp iece for  the b icentennia l  ce lebrat ions
that  would mark the two hundredth anniversary of  the founding of  the Ci ty  in
1949 .13

Obviously
the next  s tep
was the
format ion of  an
actual
organizat ion that
would have as
i ts  centra l  focus
the restoration
of  the bui ld ing
and efforts to do
so began the
fo l lowing week.
The new
organizat ion was
named the
Ramsay House
Restorat ion Associat ion and Sul l ivan was again e lected pres ident .  Things seemed
to be of f  to  a fast  s tar t  when wi th in  the week,  Mrs.  T.S.  Tal ia fer ro,  a  s is ter  o f
Rebecca Ramsay Reese,  p ledged $5O0 to the ef for t .  At  the same t ime the Mount
Vernon Chapter  of  the DAR pledged that  i t  would "do everyth ing in  our  power"  to

Thornton Society but also from Milton Grigg, the president of the Northern Virginia Chapter of the American
lnstitute of Architects as well as the president of the Columbia Historical Society in Washington, DC; "Ramsay
Act ion Assured",  AG, 412611944,  p. \ .

r r  "Ci ty  Completes Deal  to  Buy Ramsay House",  AG,5/3/1944,p.1;  "Landmark Purchase Up
Ton igh t " ,  AG,5 l5 l1944 ,  p . l ;  "Commi t t ee  to  Map  Campa ign " ,  AG,  5 /10 /1944 ,p .1 .

lllustation #3-Conjectural sketch of the restored Ramsay House by William
Haussmann that was used in the fundraising brochure printed by the Alexandria
Historical Society in 1944. According to publishecr accounts, Thomas Tileston
Waterman, a well known authority on eighteenth century architecture, was
consulted as to ifs accuracy. ln this rendition the front door opens onto North
Fairfax Street and the chimney on the south side of the building is internal to
the struCture. Source: Alexandia Association MMS Cotlection, Special Collections, Alexandria
Library-
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suppor t  the restorat ion pro ject . la  By the end of  the month the f ledgl ing
organizat ion had launched a fundra is ing dr ive and pr in ted a so l ic i ta t ion brochure
complete wi th  a conjectura l  drawing of  a  restored Ramsay House.  i l l lus t rat ion #31
The ef for t  had an ambi t ious,  i f  somewhat  naive,  p lan in  which every c i t izen in  the
Ci ty  would contr ibute and that  the dr ive to  ra ise the $2O,0OO est imated restorat ion
costs  could be concluded wi th in  a two-week per iod.  As the brochure noted "We
know your  c iv ic  pr ide is  such that  you wi l l  be eager  to  help f inancia l ly  in  th is
pro ject . " lu  Many proved not  to  be so eager  and th is  in i t ia l  e f for t  was doomed to
f  a i l u re .

Ci ty  Counci l  concluded that  the group's  campaign was a b i t  too opt imis t ic
and d i rected them to incorporate as a non-prof i t  organizat ion.  At  the same t ime,
as a means of  hedging the i r  bets ,  Ci ty  Counci l  appointed i ts  own commit tee to
moni tor  the progress of  the group's  ef for ts .  Named to the Ci ty  Counci l  commit tee
were Ci ty  Counci lman Everet t  Hel lmuth,  Ci ty  Manager  Car l  L .  Budwesky and Ci ty
At torney Joseph M. Pancoast . l6

I t  was not  unt i l  the middle of  Ju ly  that  the Ramsay House group got  around
to developing a formal  proposal  for  incorporat ion.  The p lan that  was presented
was somewhat more ambit ious and farsighted than merely the restoration of the
bui ld ing.  l t  ca l led for  the format ion of  an Alexandr ia  His tor ica l  Society  which
would have as i ts f irst and central goal the restoration of the building, but would
also act  as a pr imary advocate for  protect ion of  landmarks in  Alexandr ia  and a
"centra l  c lear ing house"  for  a l l  the publ ic  landmarks in  the c i ty .  The proposal
envis ioned h i r ing an arch i tect  "exper ienced in  the restorat ion of  Colonia l  s t ructures
of  th is  area of  the country . "  The proposal  was somewhat  more vague on the use
of  Ramsay House i tse l f .  In  genera l  terms i t  was proposed that  two rooms in  the
building be set aside for the display of "historic rel ics" while the other rooms and
basement  could be used for  "c lub meet ings,  soc ia l  funct ions and other  gather ings."

14 "Committee to Map", ibirl.; "sull ivan Heads Civic Group Formed for Rarnsay Campaign", AG,

511211944,  p.1;and,  "Mrs.  Tal ia ferro Donates $500 to Ramsay Restorat ion Fund",  AG,511711944,  p. l .  Mrs.

Taliaferro was the widow of the Governor of Wyoming and vice-regent of the Mount Vernon Ladies

Association from Wyoming. "Restoration of Ramsay House Gains Support of DAR Chapter", AG, 5/11 11911 ,
p . 3 .

r5 "RamsayCampaignLaunched",  AG,512911944,p.1;  thefundrais ingbrochureis intheAlexandr ia
Library Special Collections, Box 240.

r6 "Ramsay Group Takes Action to Incorporate", AG, 6/211944, p.l; "City, Ramsay Officials to Meet

Tucsclay for  F inal  Decis ions" ,  AG,611411944,p.1;  and,  "Wi lk ins Names Hel lmuth to Ramsay Group",  AG,

6121  11944 .  o .1  .



The p lan had the endorsement  of  the Ci ty  Counci l  appointed commit tee. lT

Months passed and noth ing tangibte happened to the house.  By the middle
of December the Gazette, which had been the early cheerleader for the
preservat ion of  the bui ld ing,  could not  conta in i tse l f  any longer  and publ ished an
edi tor ia l  which ch ided the organizat ion for  not  do ing anyth ing and warned that  the
coming winter  months could mean d isaster  for  the bui ld ing which was open to the
elements.  The edi tor ia l  apparent ly  had the desi red ef fect  because shor t ty  thereaf ter
Counci lman Hel lmuth in t roduced a resolut ion which ca l led for  the c i ty  to  under take
tha work before weather  completed t l re  demol i t ion process.  The Ramsay House
Con tm i t t ee ,  however ,  sa id  tha t  t hey  had  no t  done  any th ing  p rec i se l y  because  rhey
were wai t i r rg  for  some act ion f rom Ci ty  Counci l .  At  the same t inre,  they
; rckr lowledged t l ra t  t l rey had not  ra isecf  the r recessary funds to  under take thr :
t " t : ; tora l ion 'wcrk.  A r ;ompromise was reac l red"  and Counci l  agreed that  the
i { ;s tor ica l  Society  would be "exc lus ive ly"  responslb le for  the restorat ion r r i } r i le  thc.
f ) r t y  vvou ld  l na in ta in  t i t l e  t o  t he  bu i l d ing . l s

Aga i r l ,  no  work  was  done  on  the  bu i l d ing .  Mon ths  passed  and  the  Rar r r say
Hot tse Eroup had st i l l  not  incorporated and apparent ly  ind icated to  Ci ty  Cor . rnc i !  that
t i r ey  wou ld  r ro t  dc  so  un t i l  t he  de ta i l s  o f  a  l ease  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  f rom the  c i r y  t ( . )  t he
c rgan iza t i o t l  we re  comp le ted .  F ina l l y  i n  November ' ! 945 ,  e igh teen  mon t i r s  a f te r  t he
u, t ' . '  l tad or ig i l ra ! ly  purchased the bui lc l ing,  the Ramsay Hcluse group was rearJy to
presenr t  i ts  restorat ion p lar rs  to  Ci ty  Counci l .  In  not ing the "snai l - l ike pace of
progress ion" ,  t l te  Gazet te quoted the deferrs ive Sul l ivan as say ing "a job done
s l cw ly  bu t  we l l  i s  more  des i rab le  than  one  done  qu i ck l y  and  poo r l y . "  By  the  enc l  o f
1945 t l te  Ramsay House group and the Ci ty  had agreed to the terms of  a  lease
ur l r ich ca l led for  the Eroup to restore the bui ld ing wi th  the prov iso that  a  por t ion of
the  L r r r i l d i ng  wou ld  be  fo r  pub l i c  use . t '

By th is  t ime the Ramsay group needed the exper t  adv ice of  a  restorat ion
archi tect  and approached a number of  A lexandr ia  arch i tects  about  the i r  ideas for
the restorat ion,  cost  est imates and fee schedule.  They se lected Mi l ton Gr igg,  an
Alexandr ia  nat ive who had been par t  o f  the or ig ina l  Coloniat  Wi l l iamsburg

' t  "Ram.ry House Plan Ready",  AG,7l17 11944,p.1. ,  The Alexandr ia I { is tor ica l  Socrery org ln iz .e i l  i r r
19'1'1 should not bc confused with the present Historical Societv which was founded in 1975.

i *  "Unf in ished Business" ,  edi tor ia l ,  AG, 12l14l1941,  p.4;  "Counci l  Weighs Plan to Repair  F l isror . ic
I I t rnrc" ,  2 . / l l /1945,  p.1;  and,  "Commirree ro Resrore l ,andmark" ,  2 l l l l l9 l5 ,  p. l  .

i ' )  " ' l 'o  Discuss Rarnsey [s ic . ]  t {ouse Restorat ion" ,  AG,4127 11945,  p.1;  "Ramsay I {ouse Restorar ion
I {angs  F i r c " ,  AG,  6 /12 / i 945 ,  p .1 ;  "Ramsay  I i ousc  t o  Ge t  t { ea r i ng  Aga in ,  Nov .  2 " ,  AG,  l 0 l 22 l l 94 -5 ,  1 i . l :
" I lar r tsay House Rest i l ra t ion Plans Complete" ,  AG, 1 l /10/1945,  p. l ;and,  "Ramsay l {ouser  Group fo lc l  to
Incorporate" ,  AG, 121211945,  p. ll
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archi tectura l  s ta f f  in  the la te 192Os and ear ly  193Os and,  who had an act ive
pract ice in  the restorat ion of  h is tor ic  bu i td ings in  Vi rg in ia .20 Thomas Ti leston
Waterman was disappointed that he had not been selected and wrote to Clyde
Lamond,  the group's  v ice-pres ident  that  h is  exper ience in  the restorat ion work at
Gadsby 's  Tavern and the Stabler-Leadbeater  Apothecary Shop prov ided an
excel lent  background wi th  which to  under take the work at  the Ramsay House.21

By mid-1946 the Ci ty  Counci l  gave up on the Ramsay House group and
opted to  use the bui ld ing for  addi t ional  c i ty  government  of f ices and voted to
house the Juveni le  and Domest ic  Relat ions Cour t  in  the s t ructure.  Counci l
members expected opposi t ion f rom the h is tor ica l  soc iety  and they were not  wrong.
The newspaper  descr ibed the group as " incensed" over  the Ci ty  proposal .  The
group noted that  the i r  e f for ts  to  " restore"  the bui ld ing were severe ly  hampered by
the fact  that  bu i ld ing mater ia ls  were in  very shor t  supply  af ter  the end of  Wor ld
War l l .  The group ins is ted that  the bui ld ing should be an "h is tor ic  shr ine"  and not
be put  to  use as an of f ice annex to  Ci ty  Hal l .  Faced wi th  v igorous lobbying by the
Society ,  Counci l  backed down f rom i ts  in tent  to  move cour t  o f f ices in to the
bui ld ing less than two weeks af ter  they had f i rs t  proposed the change in  use.
The Counci l  resolut ion author iz ing the cont inu ing restorat ion ef for ts  was made by
Fi rs t  Ward Counci lman Thomas A.  Hul f ish,  Jr .  Counci lman Hel lmuth added a
provision giving the Society an addit ional two and a half years to complete i ts
work .22

Even i f  the Counci l  proposal  had been a canard,  i t  d id  serve to  l ight  a  f i re
under  the Society ,  and they began a more publ ic  ro le  wi th  the i r  p lans for  the
restorat ion of  the bui ld ing.  Wi th in  s ix  weeks of  the Counci l  threat ,  Gr igg had
produced a perspect ive drawing of  a  " restored"  Ramsay House that  was used in

2" Milton Grigg (1905-1982) received his architecture degree from the University of Virginia in 1929

and immediately began work at Colonial Will iamsburg. He went into private practice in 1933 and, in the mid-

1930s, was the restoration architect for Gadsby's Tavern- Later he was the restoration architect for Monticello.

Grigg was nationally known as an ecclesiastical architect and designed a hundred or more churches nationwide.

In the historic district of Alexandria he was responsible for the design of the Parish Halls for both Christ

Church on North Washington Street (1950) and St. Paul's Episcopal Church on South Pitt Street (1947). See.

"TheMak ingo f  aPro fess ion ,TenWhoMadeaD i f f e rence " ,  I n fo rm,v .5 ,no .3 ,pp .24 -25 .  Gr iggen t r yby

Roulhac Toledano. "Under his leadership, restoration of historic buildings was made a respectable endeavor for

architects. "

2t "sociery Will Apply for Charter", AG,l2l2l1945,p.l;Waterman to Clyde Lamond, October 31,

1945, Alexandria Library Special Collections, vertical files.

r2 "Juvenile Court Will Use Old Ramsay Structure", AG,4117 11946, p.l; "Ramsay Society Incensed",

Ac,  4/ t8/1946,  p.1;  "society to F ight  Ramsay Sire Use",  AG,411711946,p.1;  "Ci ty  Abandons Plans to Use

Rarrrsav l louse" .  AG. 412611946.  p.1.

i
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fundraising efforts. 23

Over  the course of  the next  s ix  months,  through the summer and fa l l  o f
1946, Grigg proceeded with his restoration investigation and research of Ramsay
House. By the spring of 1947 the Society had mapped out and had implemented a
ser ious fundra is ing ef for t .  As a f i rs t  s tep the organizat ion changed leadership and
Counci lman Hel lmuth was e lected pres ident .  As the campaign began s ign i f icant
gifts were made to the Society by the Alexandria Association; prestigious
endorsements of the project were secured from the Governor, both United States
Senators,  the local  Congressman and the Mayor ;  a  membership dr ive headed by
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l l lustration #4--Ramsay House in late 1947 before reconstruction efforts began. The
sign on the house inc ludes Mi l ton L.  Gr igg 's  presentat ion render ing of  a  restored
Ramsay House. Courtesy: Maurice Crabil l

" "Ramsay House Committee Meets June 7"
House",  AG, 6/8/1946,  p.  1;  "Restorat ion Drawing"

AG, 5/18/1946, p.1; "Need $25,000 to Restore Ramsa!
A G ,  6 / 1 0 / 1 9 4 6 ,  p . 1 .
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Rebecca Ramsay Reese was launched;  and,  a  large poster  type s ign was put  up on
Ramsay House por t ray ing the restored bui ld ing.24 i l l lus t rat ion #41

Over the course of  the next  e ighteen months the Society  cont inued to
act ive ly  ra ise the funds for  the restorat ion pro ject .  Fundra is ing ef for ts  inc luded a
benef i t  card par ty  and fashion show at  Gadsby 's  Tavern sponsored by the Colonia l
Dames;  a program to phys ica l ly  tag [ i .e .  touch]  members of  the publ ic  by
Alexandr ia  Associat ion vo lunteers and the proceeds f rom the 1949 Alexandr ia
Associat ion 's  annual  tour  of  h is tor ic  homes.25

One of  the problems in  at t ract ing s ign i f icant  publ ic  in terest  in  the restorat ion
of  Ramsay House was the genera l  unsavory reputat ion of  the lower b locks of  K ing
Street  which,  in  the ear ly  195Os,  were v iewed as being in  a severe ly  deter iorated
and b l ighted condi t ion and where " the largest  concentrat ion of  undesi rab le persons
were found in  the shadow of  c i ty  ha l l  and pol ice headquar ters . "26 Given th is
percept ion i t  is  l i t t le  wonder  that  many could not  see the ef f icacy of  restor ing the
bu i l d ing .

Despi te  the opt imis t ic  hopes of  the Society ,  the fundra is ing was spot ty  and
f i t fu l  and d id not  resul t  in  anyth ing c lose to  the $25,000 goal .  The hopes of
restor ing the bui ld ing for  A lexandr ia 's  b icentennia l  ce lebrat ions in  the summer of
1949 were dashed.  By the fa l l  o f  1949,  there s t i l l  had been no phys ica l  work
done on the building. Once again the Gazetfe cal led into question the abil i ty of the
Histor ica l  Society  to  ra ise the necessary funds and expressed i ts  concern about  the
deter iorat ing condi t ion of  the bui ld ing and noted somewhat  sarcast ica l ly :
"Alexandr ia ,  un l ike Wi l l iamsburg,  has no Rockel ler  Foundat ion to  restore i t  to  i ts
Colonia l  grandeur .  T ime and nature being what  they are,  the c i ty  may soon have

r1 " I le l lmuth Elected Presidcnt  of  Local  Histor ica l  Society" ,  AG,212811947,  p.1;  Histor ica l  Socicty

New l leads Namecl" .  AG, 3/15/1947,p.3;  "Histor ica l  Society Donates $500 to Ramsay House Fund",  AG'
- : , t19l l94l  ,  p  1,3;  "Rarnsay House Rcstorat ion Sponsors Named; Ful l  Month Set  Aside tbr  Fund Dr ive" ,  AG'
, 1 / : u / 1 9 4 7 ,  p . l .

15 "Coi,- 'nial Dames Plan Benefit Style Show for Wednesday", AG, 61811948, p.2; "Tag Day Slated to

Raise Funds fbr  Ranisay House Restorat ion" ,  AG, l0 /15/1948,p.2;  "2Day Homes Tour Slated for  May 7-8" ,

AG. 3/14llg4g, p.1; Ar:n Pettit, "society: Washington and Alexandria Residents Tour Historic l{omes and

Garc lens of  Alexandr ia" ,  AG, 51911949,  p.4.

2o "Vagrani  Problem Study is  Approved",  AG,812311950,  p.1;  "Readers Wri te" ,  AG,812611950,  p.2;

"Readers Wri te" .  AG. 812911950.  o.6.



no Ramsay House e i ther . "27 i l l lus t rat ion #51

ll lustration #5--Presentation rendering of a restored Ramsay House by Milton L.
Gr igg ,  195O.  Sou rce :  Wash inq ton  Even inq  S ta r

In  Apr i l  195O the His tor ica l  Society  opt imis t ica l ly  announced to the Ci ty
Counci l  that  they had pooled resources wi th  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion and had
$9,000 on hand wi th  which to  begin restorat ion work which they sa id would s tar t
by May.  The p lan,  announced by J .  Hami l ton Seeley,  was to  begin work on the
exter ior  restorat ion whi le  "c iv ic  organizat ions"  would each be g iven one room on
the in ter ior  to  " restore."  However ,  there was a yet  another  problem. Rarnsay
House was located in  the centra l  bus iness f i re  d is t r ic t  which mandated that
exter ior  bu i ld ing mater ia ls  had to  be f i reproof .  Because the restorat ion p lan ca l led
for  wood s id ing,  an except ion to  the f i re  d is t r ic t  regulat ions was needed before the
work could be under taken.  In  response to the Society 's  appeal ,  Ci ty  Counci l ,  in
t ime honored fashion,  appointed a commit tee to  s tudy the mat ter .28

May came and went ,  so d id the summer,  and st i l l  noth ing happened.  The
deadl ine for  commencement  of  actual  phys ica l  work that  had been establ ished by
Counci l  was September 1,  1950.  By the middle of  the month,  when i t  became
clear  that  no restorat ion work was about  to  begin,  the f rust rat ion about  the lack of

1' Phil Warren, "Ramsey [sic.] House Decays as Citizens Wait for Steps on Renovation",,AtQ,
l 0 l 2 l  t 1 9 4 9 .  o . l  .

"Ramsey Is ic . ]  House Project  Okayed",  AG,4l l2 l1950,  p. l .
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progress in  restor ing the bui ld ing reached cr i t ica l  levels .  One c i t izen act iv is t  wrote
a le t ter  to  the Mayor  anc l  Counci l  ca l l ing for  the i rnmediate c lernol i t ion of  Rarnsay
House  and  i t s  rep lacemen t  w i th  su r face  pa rk l r : g .  He  ch ided  Counc i l  on  the i r  l ack  o f
backbone in  e l r forc ing i ts  own requi remeir ts .  l ' {e  wrote that  i f  Rarnsay Hol tse were
"owned by a pr ivate i r rd iv idual  [ i t ]  would l rave !o : ' rg  t i i rce been condemned and the
owners cor-npel led to  tea, i . i t  down.  The Counci l ,  b t ing rat l rer  sent imet t ta l ,  has f rom

t i rne- to- t ime acquiescet l  ln  the requests of  a  n, i ' r . . r r i ty  group who are desi rous of
reta in ing h is tor ica l  land-nrarks for  poster i ty ,  a1 t iu :  expense of  the tax payers even
i f  by  so  do ing ,  i t  h inde rs  p rog ress  and  expa l r s ion  o f  t he  C i t , , - . "

At  the same t ime,  Counci l  a lso received an . . : ' f fer  f rom an ind iv idual  who
owned land just  across the Potomac River  in  lV ' lary land to  move the hotrse there

and restore i t  a t  h is  own expense.  l {e  c la inred that  he had ta lked wi th  both
Rebecca Ramsay Reese and Clyde C.  Lamond,  two of  the s taunchest  charnpions of

the restorat ion of  t l re  bu i ld ing,  and both had expressed no opposi t ion.  He said,  in

fact ,  t l ra t  FJ l rs .  Reese saw the p lan as a lesser  c f  ev i ls ,  for  a : ;  he 'wrcte,  " ra ther

t l ren le t  the house fa l l  i r r to  complete ru ins i ;  woul r j  be het t * r  to  le t  so l l le ,J l ,e  have

the house who would restore i t  nearby,  anc!  thus the l rnuse would not  be lost

forever""  Counci l rnan Blagg,  who r rvas a mernber  of  the Cornnnl t tee appointed by

Counci l  to  work wi t l r  t l re  His tor ica l  Society ,  ar r r l  the Alexarrdr ia  Associat ion

indicated that t l-re groups ttad apparerrt ly giverr {rp on the project and had simply

fa i lec l  to  in form Counci l  o f  the fact .  Counci l  took both requests under

advisement ,  but  i r rd icated that  they would g ive the groups only  one more week to

show progress r.rr the demolit ion vrould be permittert. Alarrned, the Gazette
publ is l red a f ront  page ar t ic ie  wi th  the headl i r ie .  "F lemova!  of  F lan" lsay House is

lmminen t . "2e

At  the end of  the one-week repr ieve,  i t  was n i r l lounced that  the Nat ional

Lumberman's  A,ssociat ion was in terested in  help ing fund the restorat ion,  ostensib ly

because i t  had much of  i ts  or ig ina l  lumber " in tact . "  T l r is  t rade associat ior l  was

apparent ly  spurred to  act ion by a loca!  res ident  who was the edi tor  o f  the Wood

lndustries Weekty and had written severat art icles in the trade publication about the

fate of  the Ramsay House.30 Based upon th is  la test  hope,  Counci l  once again

extended the deacl t ine for  beginning the restorat ion work to  ear ly  October .

These new threats  once again galvanlzed the His tor ica l  Society  and the

Alexandr ia  Associat ion i r r to  act ion.  By the t inre the deadl ine approached,  f inger

)" Lesle,* R. lllayer to trlayor and City Council, August 28,

"L.8. ,tlal'er Sulttrtits !,etttr lo Cowrtr:il on Rttmscy ff,rrt.rr" 4!r:,
(.'tltutt'ilrnrttt lI'. Albcrl ,!irirr.rr. St pf t:tnber i/5, 195A, '.--)i:tl, o.! ( it.':

i r  Ins r r inen l " ,  . !9 - ,  9 , '20 /1950,  p"  l .

t950. Clerk of Citl- Council files; See also'
9,t20iIqSA, yt.2; I lonaid I). f)ottrthut'trt
{.:t,;:tt". i l  i ' ! !t:,: " l lnntlcJ r, ' / Rr'rtrso,}' IIt,utc



point ing at  who was to  b lame for  the lack of  progress began.  At  the f i rs t  fa l l
meet ing of  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion on October  9,  195O, the Associat ion p laced
the b lame on the Alexandr ia  His tor ica l  Society  and Mi l ton Gr igg,  the pro ject 's
restorat ion arch i tect .  The Associat ion charged that  the His tor ica l  Society  had a
"do noth ing pol icy"  wi th  respect  to  the house.  Severa l  members were quoted as
saying that  Gr igg had apparent ly  " lost  in terest  in  the pro ject  a f ter  hav ing made an
enthusiast ic  s tar t  severa l  years ago."  One member,  Wi l l iam D.  Sisson,  was quoted
as say ing that  a l l  Gr igg had ever  shown the Associat ion 's  proper ty  commit tee was
"a pret ty  water  co lor  pa int ing of  the Ramsay House."31 Gr igg was incensed by
the cr i t ic ism at  the Associat ion 's  meet ing and by the ensuing newspaper  coverage.
i l l l u s t r a t i on# ' s6&71

The next  day the new pres ident  o f  the Associat ion,  Freder ick Ford,  ca l led
Gr igg to  acknowledge what  had happened at  the meet ing.  The fo l lowing day Gr igg
f i red of f  a  le t ter  to  Ford out l in ing h is  gr ievances against  the Associat ion and lay ing
out  in  some deta i l  the reasons that  work had not  yet  commenced on the bui ld ing.
F i rs t  and foremost ,  Gr igg r ight ly  noted that  the Associat ion had no of f ic ia l  ro le  in
the restorat ion of  the bui ld ing,  which was so le ly  the responsib i l i ty  o f  the His tor ica l
Society ,  and thus,  he had no formal  responsib i l i ty  to  keep the Associat ion in formed
of  progress or  lack thereof  on the pro ject .  He went  onto note that  he had
completed work ing drawings for  the restorat ion of  bu i ld ing in  1947 and that  he
had gone so far  as to  a lso prepare work ing drawings for  the reconstruct ion of  the
bui ld ing i f  restorat ion was not  deemed feas ib le .  He emphasized that  the
reconstruct ion drawings had been done on h is  own in i t ia t ive and noted that  he was
the one responsib le for  secur ing the serv ices of  the Simpson Brothers as the
genera l  contractor  for  the pro ject .  He went  on to  descr ibe severa l  technica l  po ints
that  had not  been resolved in  order  to  a l low the pro ject  to  begin.  He concluded
that  the Associat ion had to  take some act ion to  set  the record s t ra ight  regard ing
his  involvement  wi th  the pro ject .32

As a means of  spark ing the pro ject ,  the Associat ion appointed a specia l
three person committee to expedite fundraising for the project and to act as a
l ia ison wi th  the His tor ica l  Society .  Wi l l iam H.S.  Stevens was named chai rman,  and
Rebecca Ramsay Reese was appointed as a member a long wi th  the Associat ion 's
pres ident  Freder ick Ford.33

r r  Dorothy H.  Kabler ,  "Ramsay House Removal  At tacked",  AG, 10/10/1950,  p. l .

32 Gr igg to Freder ick Ford,  10/11/1950.  Alexandr ia Associat ion MMS Col lect ion,  Specia l  Col lect ions,
Alexandria Library.

33 "Demol i t ionof  Ramsay House is  Held Up",  AG, g l21l1950,p. l ;  "Readers Wri te" ,  Let ter  of  F loyd
B. Quigg to Gazette, AG, 101711950, p.2; and Kabler, "Ramsay House Removal Attacked", AG, l0/10/1950.
p . l .  S tevenswasawe l l knownprese rva t i on i s twho l i ved in thee igh teen thcen tu ryhousea t3 l2QucenS t r cc t .
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l l lustration #6 & 7--Two conjectural drawings of restored bedrooms on the second
floor of Ramsay Hotrse done by Milton Grigg. Credit:  Ramsay MMS Collection, Special
Col lect ions,  Alexandr ia L ibrary
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By the end of  October ,  the Associat ion was ready to  repor t  to  Counci l  that

there was substantial interest in the business community to undertake the
restorat ion work and that  the serv ices of  both a genera l  contractor  and an

elect r ic ian had been secured.  l t  was the convic t ion of  the Associat ion that  the

necessary bui ld ing mater ia ls  would be donated to  the pro ject .  Despi te  the fact  that

there were no tangib le assurances,  th is  encouraging repor t  prov ided enough
comfor t  to  the Ci ty  Counci l  that  they granted yet  another  extension of  the

commencement  deadt ine and Counci l  began to ta lk  about  us ing the restored house

as a formal  recept ion area for  the Mayor .  This  extension granted the pro ject

another  9O days to  begin work or  have the bui ld ing torn down.  However ,  there

was no unanimous suppor t  for  the pro ject  in  the communi ty .  A number of

bus inessmen in  the lower btocks of  K ing Street  fe l t  that  the ramshackle and run

down appearance of  the bui ld ing was hur t ing business and lower ing proper ty

va lues .3o

ln the fo t lowing weeks the Associat ion took i ts  fundra is ing ef for ts  ser ious ly

and announced a number of  donat ions of  mater ia ls  for  the pro ject  inc lud ing paint

and st ructura l  i ron work and i t  was expected that  actual  work on the bui ld ing

would begin dur ing the th i rd  week of  November.  The Associat ion made an

addi t ional  contr ibut ion to  the His tor ica l  Society  of  over  $4,OOO toward the costs  of

restorat ion.35

At  the Associat ion 's  next  meet ing in  November 1950,  they heard a repor t

f rorn th is  specia l  commit tee which presented a resolut ion recommending only

restorat ion of  the bui ld ing and not  reconstruct ion and thanking Gr igg for  h is
" in terest  and ef for ts  toward the restorat ion of  the Ramsay House."  Ford had

wr i t ten Gr igg the day of  the meet ing to  thank h im for  meet ing wi th  h im,  the

Associat ion 's  specia l  commit tee,  and the His tor ica l  Society  to  go through the p lans

that  had been prepared up to  that  t ime.  He said he would br ing everyth ing to  the

at tent ion of  the Associat ion membership:  " l  am sure when these facts  are ca l led to

the attention of the Association they wil l  be deeply grateful to you and realize the

in just ice to  you of  remarks made at  our  October  9 'h  meet ing."36

ra Dororhy H.  Kabier ,  "Counci l  May Act  on Ramsay House",  AG,1012411950,  p. l ;  Dorothy FI '

Kabler ,  "Ramsay House Project  Cont inued" ,  AG, 1012511950,  p. l .

t-t "N.* Contributions Spur Plan for Restoration of Ramsay House; All-Out Appeal ls Sounded", AG'

ll l2llg50, p.l; Dorothy H. Kabler, "Alexandria Association to Hear Talks on Preserving Antiquities Monday

Night  at  Gaclsby Tavern" ,  AG, 1 l / l l l1950,  p.3;  Dorothy H.  Kabler ,  "Ramsay House Pro. jcct  Pra ised",  AG'

I  l i  1 4 / 1 9 5 0 ,  p .  l .

36 Report of the Special Committee to Expedite Restoration of the Ramsay House, l l l l3l1950 and Ford

ro Grigg, 1ll13/1950, both Alexandria Association MMS Collection, Special Collections, Alexandria Library'.
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A contract  for  the actual  const ruct ion was s igned in  ear ly  November and
work began on gut t ing of  the in ter lor  o f  the bui ld ing.  Newspaper  accounts noted
that  the genera l  contractor ,  Eugene and Clarence Simpson,  would under take the
work wi thout  prof i t  and that  the pr inc ipa l  use of  the money that  had been ra ised
would be for  mater ia ls .  Even though the work was underway there s t i l l  was no
f i rm p lan about  the use of  the bui ld ing.  The His tor ica l  Society  cont inued to
promote the idea that  one room on the f i rs t  f loor  would become a ceremonia l  o f f ice
for  the Ci ty 's  mayor .  Beyond that  ideas were qui te  vague,  and the sharpest  not ion
was that  the other  rooms would become reposi tor ies of  " re l ics" .37

Progress was made on the restorat ion of  the bui ld ing and Gr igg presented
his  p lans for  the restorat ion to  the Old and His tor ic  A lexandr ia  Dis t r ic t  Board of
Archi tectura l  Review in  ear ly  December 1950.  The Board,  which inc luded
nat ional ly  known preservat ion is ts  Delos Smith and Worth Bai ley as wel l  as Rebecca
Ramsay Reese,  approved Gr igg 's  drawings,  but  not  wi thout  extensive debate about
the locat ion of  the f ront  ent ry .  Gr igg succeeded in  convinc ing the Board that  the
or ig ina l  ent rance was f rom the east  s ide and that  the bui ld ing d id not  or ig ina l ly
have an entrance on Nor th Fai r fax Street .38

Just a few days later Grigg gave an interview to the Gazetfe outl ining the
physica l  h is tory  of  the bui ld ing and h is  work in  document ing the s t ructure.  He was
st i l l  c lear ly  rank led by the Associat ion 's  cr i t ic ism of  a  few months ear l ier  and made
a number of  in jud ic ious comments to  the repor ter .  For  example,  he sa id,  "why
Ramsay House stands at  a l l  is  a  mystery to  me.  No bui lder  in  h is  r ight  mind would
use one by s ix  ra f ters  to  suppor t  a  roof  -  Ramsay House is  s imply  defy ing the
laws of  grav i ty . "3e In  other  words,  Gr igg seemed to be say ing that  Ramsay
House d id not  warrant  the ef for ts  that  were going in to sav ing i t  because i t  was not
a good example of  the co lonia l  craf tsman's  work to  s tar t  wi th .

By ear ly  January 1951 the new foundat ion was ready to  be insta l led,  and i ts

F louse " ,  AG,  I  l / 1411950 ,  p . l ;  "Work  on  In te r i o r " ,  AG,  l l l l l l 1950 ,  p .4 ;  "Res ro ra r i on  o f  O ld  Ramsay  Housc
Begins" ,  Washingtot t  Star ,  I l l18/1950,  p.B-1.  As the work began,  John W. Cole,  a long t ime Alcxandr ia
resident and ardent student of American architecture who lived at 208 North Fairfax Strect, collecrcil nurnerous
sarnples ol original architectural materials from Ramsay House including such items as shingles, nails, noggin
and spikes. These materials have made their way into the Building Eighteenth Century Alexandria Databasc
maintained by the Department of Plzrrning and Zoning eLncl will eventually be analyzed and comparecl to
numerous other architectural fragments from eighteenth structures in Alexandria.

38 Minutes of the Old and Historic Alexandria District Board olArchitectural Review. 121511950.
Minute Book # l  ,  p .79.Fi les of  the Department  of  p lanning and Zoning.

3e Kristin Norling, "Modern Homes Built Better and wrth Better Materials. Ramsav House Architect
Says " ,  AG,  1211511950 ,  p .3 .
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ins ta l la t ion was done by masons who donated the i r  serv ices to  the pro ject  through

the  S impsons .

By February the Historical Society was boasting of the progress that had

been made on the exter ior  o f  the bui ld ing.  Thei r  p leasure,  however ,  was muted

somewhat  by Col .  Hel lmuth who noted that  whi le  the exter ior  work would protect

the in ter ior  f rom the weather ,  the Society  was a long way f rom real iz ing the goal

of  funding the fu l l  restorat ion of  the bui ld ing.ao In  the la te spr ing of  1951 the

addi t ion on the east  s ide of  the bui ld ing had been removed because,  accord ing to

Gr igg,  i t  was a "s t ructure not  in  keeping wi th  the or ig ina l  bu i ld ing" '  Wi th i ts

removal  Gr igg sa id he was able to  determine that  the or ig ina l  ent rance to  the

bui ld ing had faced the r iver  and had not  been on the Fai r fax Street  s ide of  the

bui ld ing as was the case when work began on the bui ld ing.  Fur ther ,  the removal

of  the addi t ion showed that  there had been dormer windows on the second f loor ,

another  factor ,  that  convinced Gr igg that  the house had or ig ina l ly  been or iented

east  toward the r iver  because these dormer windows would have prov ided v iews

of  the r iver ,  accord ing to  h is  theory.  The demol i t ion of  the addi t ion a lso

convenient ly  prov id"d 
"norgh 

space to  p lant  a  garden which had been envis ioned

by Gr igg as par t  o f  the overa l l  pro ject .a l

By the end of  May construct ion fenc ing had been removed f rom around the

s i te  and the " restored"  "sheer  whi te"  facade began to become a f ix ture in

downtown Alexandr ia .  tn  fact ,  th is  " restorat ion"  of  the Ramsay House was widely

seen as an impor tant  s t imulus to  the rev i ta l izat ion of  the lower b locks of  K ing

Street  wi th  a number of  re ta i l  merchants doing exter ior  f ix -ups 'o '

progress on the Ramsay House s lowed considerably  once the exter ior  was

essent ia l ly  f in ished.  By the middle of  1952 the Ci ty  Counci l  was once again ca l led

t tpon to  put  addi t ional  monies in to the pro ject  so that  work could begin on the

inter ior .  This  addi t ional  money was accompanied by the now a l l  too fami l iar

debate about  lvhat  use the bui ld ing would serve once i t  was restored '

The ion ic  exter ior  restorat ion was so d is t inct ive that  the 1953 Gazet te

co ' test  "Know your  Ci ty"  o f fered g i f t  cer t i f icates f rom a local  furn i ture s tore to

thre f i rs t  three readers who could correct ty  ident i fy  a  photograph of  the

. , ,  , .Br ick Masons Contr ibute to Ramsay House",  AG, l l8 l1951 ,  p. l ;  "Ramsay House Progresses"

AG.  1 /23 /1951 .  p .8 ;  "Ramsay  House  cha r te r  Group  Ro l l  opened" ,  AG,2 l22 l1951 ,p ' l '

'11 ..Ramsay House Dormer Window Spaces Uncovered by Workcrs", AG,5l24ll95 1' p 4'

o2 " Puinting Job Brightens King Street Block" , AG, 1 I 14l l95l ' p '3 '
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bu i l d ing .43

By the end of  1953 the Ci ty  work force had expanded to such a degree that
i t  was  c lea r l y  apparen t  t ha t  add i t i ona l  space  fo r  c i t y  worke rs  was  needed .  The  C i t y
Manager  bel ieved that  Ramsay House would be su i tab le as the headquar ters  for
the Pol ice Depar tment  as wel l  as a ceremonia l  o f f ice for  the Mayor ,  thus f ree ing up
much needed of f ice space in  Ci ty  Hal l .  The Ci ty  Manager  sa id that  addi t ional  c i ty
money to  f in ish the restorat ion of  the bui ld ing could be thus just i f ied i f  the Ci ty
were to  make use of  i t  for  Ci ty  of f ices.oo

This  l ive ly  debate was in terrupted when the Federa l  government  unvei led a
plan to  bui ld  an e levated expressway through Alexandr ia  that  would take a route
along Fai r fax Street  f rom the south near  Hunt ing Creek where the roadway would
be connected wi th  a new br idge across the Potomac at  Jones Point .  This  p lan
would resul t  in  the demol i t ion of  the Ramsay House as wel l  as por t ions of  Ci ty  Hal l
making the d iscuss ion of  the use of  Ramsay House a moot  issue.  Ci t izens were
outraged at  such an idea,  especia l ly  so because the Ci ty  had received no ink l ing of
the proposal  unt i l  i t  was announced by s tate of f ic ia ls  in  December 1953.45

The idea of  an expressway through the hear t  o f  A lexandr ia  was found
want ing,  and more wrangl ing over  the use of  the bui ld ing cont inued.  Whi le
ind iv iduals  were opposed to us ing the house for  headquar ters  for  the Pol ice
Depar tment ,  o f f ic ia l ly  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion,  the His tor ica l  Society  and the
Old Town Civ ic  Associat ion endorsed the idea wi th  the caveat  that  the exter ior  be
mainta ined in  i ts  "co lonia l  character"  and that  one room be ut i l ized for  a  ceremonia l
of f ice for  the mayor .  These organizat ions endorsed the p lan because they had not
been able to  ra ise suf f ic ient  funds to  restore the bui ld ing and saw the use of  the
bui ld ing for  munic ipa l  o f f ices as a means of  a t  least  assur ing the preservat ion of
the bui ld ing.ao

A few months la ter ,  in  May 1954,  the Chamber of  Commerce came up wi th
a unique way of  publ ic iz ing the house.  As par t  o f  an annual  Clean Up - -  Paint  Up

" '  " K n o w  Y o u r  C i t y "  .  I \ G . 1 l i l 1 9 - 5 1 .  n . 2 .

a+ "Histor ic  Shr incs in  Old Ci ty  At t ract  Tour Guests f rorn a l l  Over thc Wor ld" ,  AG, 5 i -5 l1952,  p. l t3 :
Counci l  appropr iatcd $1,988 to the Histor ica l  Society on1l22l  1952.  "Counci l  Seeks Progranr  lbr
P rcsc rva t i on " ,  AG,  l / 30 /1953 ,  p . l ;  "M i l l i on  Do l l a r  Bu i l d i ng  P lan  D iscussed  by  C i t y  Counc i l " .  AG,
l l l l l l 1953 ,  p . l ; J i r n  Buck ley ,  "C i t y  Co r r s t ruc t i on  P rog ram Dec la red  Easy  to  I n i t i a te " ,  AG,  I  l l 27  l l c )53 .p . ) .

a5 "Bever ly  Opposes Road Plan,  Sa1,s Expressway Would Bl ight  Histor ic  Ci ry" ,  A,G,  1211211953,  p. l

ao "Council Acts to Reorganize Traffic Board", AG, l l27 l lg54, p.8; The mayor was quoled as saying
he was opposed to the idea of a ceremonial office in the Ramsay House and that "I can use rhe Clity Council
Cl ranrbers." ;  "Ci ty  Use of  Ramsay House OK",  AG, 112911954,  p.^ .
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week sponsored by Chambers throughout  the country ,  the local  chamber dec ided

to see how fast  Ramsay House could be painted and to  broadcast  the pseudo-

event  on te lev is ion.  Using donated paint  and labor  Ramsay House was g iven a

new coat  of  whi te  paint  in  one hour  and for ty  f ive minutes on May 1 ,  1954.  This

was not a demonstration of the careful analysis and the recreation of historic

paints  that  one normal ly  associates wi th  met icu lous restorat ion pro jects '  The

Chamber made the most  of  the occasion and when "Miss Ci ty  Beaut i fu l  o f  1954"

v is i ted Alexandr ia  the fo l lowing month the Chamber proudly  showed her  the newly

painted bui ld ing.ot

Despi te  th is  burst  o f  publ ic i ty ,  the Ramsay House cont inued to remain

vacant  and unf in ished.  One of  the d i rectors of  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion who was

concerned about  the lack of  progress on the bui ld ing fe l t  compel led in  1954 to

wr i te  down h is  recol lect ions showing how the Associat ion had been the

organizat ional  impetus that  was responsib le for  get t ing any work on Ramsay House

,nd"r*uy.  Edward Van Devanter  wrote:  "A l though the His tor ica l  Society  had been

in ex is tence s ince before the War,  they had done noth ing construct ive to  carry  on

th is  work [ the restorat ion of  Ramsay Housel . "  He went  onto say that  i t  was not

unt i l  Apr i l  o f  '1947 that  act ion on the pro ject  began to proceed.  " l t  was at  th is

t ime when the movement  was dy ing on the v ine,  that  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion

put  i ts  shoulder  to  the wheel ,  and became involved in  th is  pro ject ' "o8

Final ly  in  la te 1955,  as par t  o f  the Ci ty 's  overa l l  capi ta l  improvement

program the Counci l  author ized suf f ic ient  funds to  complete the remain ing work.

Gr i jg  once again rev ised h is  work ing drawings,  and a bui ld ing permi t  was issued in

December of  195b for  a l l  the remain ing in ter ior  and exter ior  work on the bui ld ing.

I t  was expected that  by the spr ing of  1956 the reconstruct ion work could be

completed.  As complet ion neared the Hunt ing Creek Garden Club vo lunteered to

insta l l  a  "Colonia l "  garden on the east  s ide of  the house.  Gr igg had designed the

garden to complement  h is  " restorat ion."as

a7 . .Repaint ing of  Ramsay House to Feature Clean-Up Wcek",  AG,412011954,  p.5;  "Ramsav House t t t

Be painred As Kick-Off  fbr  Annual  Dr ive"  ,  AG,4123l1954,p. l ;  "That  Ramsay House Paint ing is  Re-

Sclrcduled for Tomorrow", AG, 4l3}l lg54, p.l ( it rained the on April 24'h when the painting had been

or ig inal ly  schei lu led) ;  "Ramsay House is  a l l  A-Glow Af ter  lO5-Minute Paint ingJob",  A 'G,51311954'  p l ;

"Vis i t  f ronr  a Beauty"  ,  AG, 6 l l4 l1954'  p.6.

a8 Van Devanter Memorandum, 112511954. Alexandria Association MMS Collection, Special

Collcctions, Alexandria Library.

ae ,,Work Completion on Ramsay House Voted', AG, l}l12l1955, p.1; "Restoration of Ramsay llouse

Garden Topic of  Hunt ing Creek",  AG, l /19/1956,  p.4.  Bui ld ing Permi t  #12477 ,  l2113/1955'  Code

Entbrcement Bureau files, City of Alexandria'



In  Apr i l  the reconstruct ion of  Ramsay House was complete and the bui ld ing
was  ded ica ted  on  Apr i l  14 ,  1956 .  A  p laque  was  i ns ta l l ed  on  the  bu i l d ing  as  a
r i iernor ia l  to  Rebecca Ramsay Reese,  a descendant  of  Wi l l iam Ramsay,  and the

l t rorn inent  c iv ic  act iv is t  who had been inst rumenta l  in  the ear ly  ef for ts  to  ensure
r i rc  gr reservat ion of  the bui ld ing who had d ied the year  before.uo That  second
ul 'ee l< i r r  Apr i l  X956 was an ext raord inary week for  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion.  Not
or- r ly  d id  the Assoclat ion sponsor  the dedicat ion of  the Ramsay House,  Mi l ton Gr igo
spoke about  h is  restorat ion work at  Mont ice l lo  and Rarnsay House at  the i r  regt r lar
r l reet ing that  week,  conducted the i r  annual  Old Homes tour ,  and perhaps most
impor tant ly ,  that  week in  Apr i l  marked the opening of  the "Our  Town;  1749-
1865"  exh ib i t i on  a t  Gadsby ' s  Tave rn .  "Our  Town"  i s ,  a rguab ly ,  t he  mos t
impor tarr t  loca l  exhib i t ion that  has ever  been mounted of  A lexandr ia  consis t ing of
po r t ra i t s  and  works  o f  a r t . 51

, I \  t r roc l rure publ ished for  the dedicat ion ceremony g lossed over  the tor turous road
to ccnrrp let ion and merely  noted that  "The Ramsay House miraculous ly  escaped
destruct icrn by f i re  in  1942."  The issue of  the use of  the bui ld ing remained,
however .  The l rouse was dedicated as the ceremonia l  o f f ices of  the Mayor  wi th
t l re  vague goal  o f  us ing i t  for  act iv i t ies " re la t ing to  preservat ion of  h is tor ic  records"
of  the Ci ty .  The dedicat ion brochure s tated that  the Alexandr ia  Associat ion would
have i ts  l readquar ters  on the f i rs t  f loor .  The Associat ion has a lways been a
volunteer  ef for t  and,  as such,  has not  had the need for  a  "headquar ters . "  The
bui ld ing never  served as the headquar ters  for  the Pol ice Depar tment  or  any other
major  c i ty  o f f ice.  S ince 1973 i t  has been the Alexandr ia  Vis i tor 's  Center  and the
f i rs t  impress ion that  many form of  A lexandr ia 's  h is tor ic  bu i ld ings.

In  1983 Col .  Wi l l iam Glasgow presented a paper  ent i t led "Alexandr ia ,  A
Leader  of  the Restorat ion Movement"  to  a seminar  at  the Nor thern Vi rg in ia
Cornmuni ty  Col lege in  which he presented an ent i re ly  d i f ferent  p ic ture of  how and
wtry  Ramsay House came to be restored.  Col .  Glasgow's presentat ion was qui te
personal  and cr i t ica l  o f  v i r tua l ly  every aspect  o f  h is tor ic  preservat ion that  toc lk
p lace in  Alexandr ia  f rom i ts  beginnings in  the 193Os.  He character ized the
preservat ion movement  as the "dest ruct ion movement . "  In  the paper  he c la imed

-t" Actuully two plaques wcrc installcd on the building. A bronz.e one on the King Strcet fhcadc
htriurring, Rcbecca lltrms.tv Reese and a wood one under the porch at the cntry way to the building. Tht'brotlrc

l r iur luc statcs thai  Wi l l rarn Rantsay ' rvas the f i rs t  rnayor  o1 'Alexandr ia.  This is  incorrect .  A lexandr i l r  c l ic l  t to i

i l i l ,r i irr clcctcd May'or funn of governmcnt unti l afier a change in the Town Chartcr in 1780 Will iarn Rantsltv

) i r i . l  l rccn nanrcc l  " l .ord Iv Iayor"  o i  A lcxandr ia,  an honorary posi l ior l ,  in  thc 1760s,

"  " [ ' ' ( ,sr ,  s ,  [ ic1- .e. , , 'U on Ranrsa ' r '  t louse Dedicat ion Plans"  ,  A,G.2l l i  1956.  p l ;  " ] -o Ht tnot  !1rs i l t ' i 'qe
i i : . r n i : ; i r , ,  ! l o r i : c  i r r  i : r  I ) cd i ca l c r l ,  Sa t r r r " t l av ,  Ap r i l  1 ,1 " ,  AG,  l / ( r i  1456 ,  p . l ; " - I l amsa l ' . f ob  A rch i t cc t  t o  ( l i i r '

i - t ' t  r i i i , - " ' ,  . r l J t ,  1 /5 , ' l ( ) 56 ,  P . l ;  " ( - o l o r l i r i  Ce rcn lo t r i cs  W i l l  Ma rk  Ran tsa l  I l oL rsc '  Dcd i ca t i on " ,  Aa j  J ' l ' 1  i  1 ( i 5 { '

, : . l i - { ' .  L i ro, - i r r i r r . : .  ' " t le t l ic l i t i t . r  { . 'ercnronic, ;  l inr ' Ih t "R' r r r is l , ' r ' l lou: ;er" .  I l :ur ts ; i r  MMS f 'o l lc t : t i r :n .  S;r t : i  i : r i
t ' , , i j . .  : t , i r ; , ' i l c . . ; i : , i l : i . '  i - i l ; i , i t - 1 .
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that al l  other accounts of the preservation movement in Alexandria were "false

his tory"  and " rev is ion is t  h is tory"  and that  h is  account ,  based largely  on the
personal  recol lect ions of  h is  f r iends,  was made " to  set  the record s t ra ight . "  In  Col .
Glasgow's vers ion of  events surrounding the reconstruct ion of  the Ramsay House
the whole process was ent i re ly  contro l led by Rebecca Ramsay Reese who made
the restorat ion of  the bui ld ing her  " th ing" ,  to  use Col .  Glasgow's phrase.  In  h is
vers ion Mrs.  Reese was upset  because t l re  bui ld ing was being used as a brothel
and she succeeded in  c los ing i t  dur ing Wor ld War l l  when there were not  enough
men around to protest  the act .  Glasgow's account  notes that  Mrs.  Reese
con t inued  he r  " can rpa ign "  f o r  many  yea rs  un t i l  f i na l l y ,  "A f te r  War  l l ,  she  f i na l l y
was successfu l  in  overcoming the opposi t ion of  those who bel ieved that  i f  she
wanted t l re  danrn p lace restored so rnuch why c l idn ' t  she just  do i t  and l ive in  i t . "
Accord i r rg  to  h is  account ,  "Rebecca,  t towever ,  corr t inued to l ive in  a f ine o ld la te
Federa l  br ick house at  the nor theast  corner  of  St .  Asaph and Cameron st reets
where she took in  borders.  [s ic . ] "s2 Col .  Glasgow d is tor ts  the facts  wi th  respect
to  Rebecca Ramsay Reese.  In  about  1945 the Reeses moved lo  219 South St .
Asaph Street  and she cont inued to l ive there t rn t i l  her  death in  1955.  Thus,  for  the
ent i re  per iod dur ing which the restorat ion of  Ramsay House was an issue Rebecca
Reese d id not  l ive on Cameron Street  as s tated by Col .  Glasgow. The Reeses d id
l ive at  517 Cameron Street  f rom 1923 to 1945.  Glasgow a lso ignored Mrs.
Reese's  many other  contr ibut ions to  h is tor ic  preservat ion in  Alexandr ia .

The issue of  whether  the house was ever  moved f ronr  some other  locat ion
to i ts  present  s i te  is  open to in terpretat ion.  Gr igg 's  " ln ter im Repor t "  o f  1946

states:  "Conclus ive ev idence ex is ts  in  the present  bt l i ld ing t< l  " iust i fy  the
categor ica l  s tatement  that  the ear l iest  por t ions of  the bui ld ing for rner ly  ex is ted on
sorne other  s l te  and were inoved to t l re  present  s i te  e i ther  tn  1748 or  1749. . . "
Gr igg footnoted th is  s tatement  wi th  the notat ion that  th is  in format ion ex is ted in

the "Arc l r i tect 's  researc l r  f i le . "  Unfor tunate ly  such a f i le  has never  been located.
He went  onto say that  the bui ld ing had l ike ly  s tood " in  the . . !ones Point
neighborhood,  for  perhaps a quar ter  o f  a  century pr ior  to  the. . .establ ishment  of  the

c i ty . "  For  t l r ls  p iece of  in format ion,  Gr igg c i tes in  a footnote verbal  s tatemet l ts  by

both a Mr.  L .P.  Rober t  and Mrs.  Char les Beat ty  Moore.s3 Wtren the preparat ions

were begun for  the dedicat ion of  the bui ld ing the issue of  whether  the bui ld ing had
been moved from someplace else needed to be resolved so that the dedicatory

5t Col . Will iam M. Glasgow, Jr., "Alexandria: A Leader of the Restoration Movement", presented al

Norrhcrn Virginia Cornmunity College, October 15, 1983. Typescript copy at Spccial Collections, Alexandria

l-ibrary.

5t Milron L. Grigg, AIA, "Interim Report on Research: Ramsay House Restoration for the Alexandria

Historical Society; Containing a Report and Recr:mmendations for Selection of Period to Which the Building

Shoulcl be Restored," Charlottesvil le, VA, June l, 1946. Special Collections, Alexandria Library. Hereafter,

Interim Reoort.
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brochure could be c lear  on the subject .  This  was a subject  o f  d iscuss ion at  a
meet ing of  the Ramsay House Commit tee on March 5,  1956.  The Commit tee
knew of  Gr igg 's  s t rong v iews.  Accord ing to  the minutes,  in  an at tempt  to  resolve
the issue,  the Commit tee asked to meet  wi th  Ki t ty  Reese,  one of  Mrs.  Reese's
daughters.  She to ld  the commit tee that  " i t  was her  mother 's  s t rong convic t ion
that  the house had been bui l t  where i t  now stands,  and that  the date was about
1724."54 Mrs.  Reese's  v iews were equat ly  as s t rong as Gr igg 's ,  and s ince the
bui ld ing was to  be dedicated to  her  the Commit tee wanted to  show proper
deference.  Given the conf l ic t ing s tor ies about  the or ig in  of  the house the
dedicat ion brochure was d ip lomat ica l ly  s i lent  about  the issue.

Gr igg 's  conclus ion that  the house was moved is  not  inconsis tent  wi th
common bui ld ing pract ices in  e ighteenth-century Alexandr ia .  Smal ler  f rame
bui ld ings were rout ine ly  moved f rom one locat ion in  the c i ty  to  another .  What  is
somewhat  cur ious is  h is  conclus ion that  the house had stood " in  the Jones Point
neighborhood".  ln  the e ighteenth century,  Jones Point  was essent ia l ly  a  t ida l  f la t
prone to  cont inuous f looding and wi th  l i t t le  land area that  would have been
sui tab le for  bu i ld ing.  Never theless,  i t  is  l ike ly  one or  two st ructures ex is ted wi th in
the genera l  Jones Point  v ic in i ty  in  the e ighteenth century.  What  Gr igg saw as the
"Jones Point  ne ighborhood" in  the mid- twent ie th century was the resul t  o f
cont inuous f i l l  operat ions throughout  the n ineteenth and twent ie th centur ies.
However ,  beyond repeat ing local  ora l  t rad i t ions regard ing the or ig in  of  the house
Gr igg of fers  no convinc ing proof ,  e i ther  phys ica l  or  documentary,  in  h is  repor t  that
the house was,  in  fact ,  moved.  Gr igg does note in  the repor t  that  a  number of
bui ld ing e lements on the ex is t ing house had been re-used f rom some other
e ighteenth century bui ld ing or  bu i ld ings.  Again,  th is  was a common e ighteenth
bui ld ing pract ice not  on ly  in  Alexandr ia ,  but  in  most  other  Colonia l  set t lements as
wel l .  Lumber was re la t ive ly  scarce and expensive and recyc l ing was cer ta in ly
wor th the labor  involved.

Gr igg 's  " restorat ion"  dec is ions regard ing Ramsay House were,  i t  would
appear  today,  arb i t rary .  The bui ld ing he s tar ted out  wi th  and the bui ld ing the c i ty
ended up wi th  were very d i f ferent .  Indeed,  by 1950 Gr igg no longer  c la imed he
could restore the bui ld ing,  but  would rather  " reconstruct"  i t .  ln  October  195O he
wrote to the President of the Alexandria Association: "the Ramsay House is not
proposed for  restorat ion,  s ince as s tated before th is  is  now impossib le ,  but  i t  is
proposed to reconstruct  a  fac imi le  [s ic . ]  a f ter  demol ish ing the present  bu i ld ing f rom
the bottom of the foundations upwards and approximately eighty percent of the
mater ia ls  used wi l l  be new."5u Thus,  Gr igg apparent ly  fe l t  he could t ransfer  h is

5a Minutes of the Ramsay House Committee, March 5, 1956. Special Collections, Alexandria Library

55 Grigg to Frederick W. Ford, October 11, 1950. Ramsay MMS Collection, Special Collections,
Alexandria Library.
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knowledge and experience from reconstructing eighteenth-century facsimiles in
Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg to  a bui ld ing in  Alexandr ia .  Not  on ly  were e ighteenth-
century Alexandr ia  bui ld ing t rad i t ions d iss imi lar  to  those at  Wi l l iamsburg,  bu i ld ing
mater ia ls  and forms were qui te  d i f ferent .  Ramsay House,  today,  resembles no
other  e ighteenth-century bui ld ing in  Alexandr ia  and wi th  good reason,  because i t  is
not  based upon Alexandr ia  precedents.  No other  extant  wood f rame e ighteenth-
century bui ld ing has a br ick foundat ion.  A l l  use s tone as the foundat ion mater ia l .
None use overs ize br ick in  Engl ish bond for  foundat ion mater ia l .  Th is  type of
foundat ion t reatment  is  rout ine ly  used on v i r tua l ly  every reconstructed wood f rame
bui ld ing at  Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg,  however .  The wood s id ing that  Gr igg used on
Ramsay House is  v i r tua l ly  ident ica l  to  the beaded s ix  inch exposure that  is  so
common at  Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg.  Research of  e ighteenth century wood s id ing in
Alexandr ia  ind icates that  i t  was commonly more than twice the width of  the s id ing
used at  Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg and d id not  d isp lay the uni formi ty  found on the
restored f rame bui ld ings there.  Indeed,  Gr igg v i r tua l ly  acknowledged the
di f ferences when he re-used the wider  Alexandr ia  weatherboard ing wi th  an
exposure of  12"  to  13"  for  the s id ing on the east  s ide of  the bui ld ing under  the
porch  roo f .

There are no extant  centra l  ent rance wood f rame e ighteenth-century houses
in Alexandr ia  - -  a l l  are s ide hal l  p lans.  However ,  many of  the reconstructed wood
frame bui ld ings at  Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg have a centra l  ent rance way and of ten
center  ha l ls .  The gambrel  roof  reconstructed by Gr igg is  ext remely rare in
Alexandr ia  and is  found on no other  wood f rame e ighteenth-century s t ructure,  a l l
o f  which have gable roof  forms.  However ,  there are severa l  br ick bui ld ings wi th
gambrel  roofs  dat ing f rom the la te e ighteenth century.s6 Measured drawings of
the house done in  1936 by the His tor ic  Amer ican Bui ld ings Survey show the
or ig ina l  gambrel  roof  form of  the bui ld ing by a dashed l ine.  A centra l  ent rance
gambrel  roof  form f rame house,  whi le  wi thout  s ty l is t ic  t ies to  Alexandr ia ,  is  a
fami l iar  house form in  Vi rg in ia 's  T idewater  area.  This  may argue somewhat  for  the
theory of  the bui ld ing being re- located f rom another  area fur ther  to  the south.

Almost  wi thout  except ion e ighteenth-century houses in  Alexandr ia  are
or iented to  the s t reet  wi th  the entrance door  genera l ly  opening onto the s t reet .
The Ramsay House entrance is  o f f  a  cour tyard.  This  seems par t icu lar ly  odd s ince
Wi l l iam Ramsay was a reta i l  merchant  and he would have needed st reet  f rontage
and access in  order  to  conduct  a  successfu l  bus iness.  A p laus ib le  argument  can
be constructed to  suggest  a  center  ha l l  p lan for  the or ig ina l  per iod of  const ruct ion
with a doorway fronting the street and a secondary entrance fronting toward the
r i ve r .

5u Sce, for example, 200 Prince Street (ca. 1780) and 106 South Lee Street (1793).
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Grigg's 19.16 "rnterim Report" ret ies on f indings and practices of thewil l iamsburg architects to determin_e the appropriate treatment of Ramsay House.Indeed'  the repor t  notes that  both s ing leton P. 'Moorehead and wal ter  Macomber,a lso members of  the or ig ina l  wi l l iamsu-urg arch i tects  as wel l  as F iske Kimbal l ,  thenDirector  o f  the Phi ladelphia Museum of  Ar t ,  adv ised Gr igg on restorat ion p lans forRamsay House'  Macomber,  who had been Resident  Archi tect  a t  wi l l iamsburg,came to Alexandr ia  to  conduct  on-s i te  inspect ions of  Gr igg 's  exploratory demol i t ionof  por t ions of  the in ter ior  o f  the house in  iebruary and March of  1946.57Kimball '  the f irst chair of the Department oi ar"r,r,"",ure at the University ofv i rg in ia '  served as a member of  the Advisory Board of  Archi tects  for  thewil l iamsburg restoration project. while Ramsay House is a cultural icon inAlexandria' i t  is more representative of the earty phase of the restoration ofco lonia l  wi l l iamsburg than of  the bui ld ing t rad i t ions of  e ighteenth-centuryAlexandr ia .

No record of  a  f ina l  repor t  on the " restorat ion"  of  Ramsay House has beenlocated '  The or ig ina l  o f  the in ter im Repor t  and the or ig ina l  photographs areincluded in the c.o.l lection of Grigg's papers at Alderman Library at the University ofVi rg in ia  a long wi th  numerous o ih" ,  documents re la t ing to  h is  work on the bui ld ing.The fact  that  no f ina l  vers ion of  a  repor t  on Ramsay House is  inc luded may ind icatethat  one was never  done.

The f inal form of the Ramsay House is also curiously simitar to a gambrelroof house plan published in the Novembe r 1937 issue of House and Garden. Thatissue included art icles about the architecture, furniture and gardens of thewi l l iamsburg restorat ion as wel l  as decorat ing advice on how to furn ish a homewith the wil l iamsburg touch. lmportantly the issue contained plans for threehouses designed by "the architects of the Restoration, Messrs. perry, shaw andHepburn" which were described by the President of colonial wil l iamsburg ashaving "true wil l iamsburg characterist ics" and which "are the only plans for suchhouses approved by the Restoration."ss i l ; ; ; ; ;  for , ,Hous 
e 1,, are for a woodsided gambrel roof house with porch that beais a str iking resemblance to RamsayHouse'  More s t r ik ing,  howevei ,  is  a  house designed by Gr igg in  1g36 in  the Bel leHaven section of Fairfax county. That hous" p,inl ir tr"d in the June 1936 issue ofAmerican Architect and Architecture, is virtualiy identical to Ramsay Housecomplete with gambrel roof '  central entry, four section one story porch with woodcolumns' three dormer windows, and one interior and one exterior end brick

Interim Report

Kenneth Chorley, ',By 
Way of Introduction,,, House and Garden, November 1937, p.37
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that  is  so s imi lar  to  publ ished mid- twent ie th century res ident ia l  bu i ld ings done in  an

eighteenth-century mode is  noth ing shor t  o f  miraculous.  I l l lus t rat ion #8]

lllil l

l l lus .  #8--Ramsay House look-a l ike in  Bel leHaven,  Fai r fax CountY,  des igned bY

Mi l t on  Gr igg  i n  1936 .  Source :  Amer i can

By the t ime that  the genera l  contractors had f in ished implement ing Gr igg 's

design for  the Ramsay House in  the 1950s,  l i t t le  or ig ina l  {abr ic  was le f t .  The 1942

f i re  had dest royed or ig ina l  mater ia ts  and Gr igg 's  dest ruct ive test ing in  the spr ing of

1946 resul ted in  the removal  o f  much of  the ex is t ing p laster  work on the wal ls  and

cei t ing as wel t  as f loor  boards and jo is ts '  What  remained was subjected to

repeaied vandal ism dur ing the per iod 1946 to 195O when the bui ld ing was vacant

ancl essential ly open to thl elements. Thus, by the t irne that the reconstruction

work began in  November of  195O the bui ld ing was essent ia l ly  rebui l t  on what  was

perceived to  be the h is tor ic  footpr in t .  For  example,  wal l  s tuds are a l l  new 2 x  4s '

lllllil il tlllil l lrlil ilItl!il tlr
I
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cei l ing jo is ts  are a lso new 2x lumber,  the f loors are new as are the roof  jo is ts  and
the roof  i tse l f ,  except  for  a  smal l  sect ion of  18 ' r '  century s id ing under  the porch a l l
o f  the s id ing is  new,  a l l  o f  the p laster  work is  new,  the porch is  new as is  the
ch imney  on  the  sou th  s ide  as  we l l  as  the  Eng l i sh  bond  b r i ck  founda t ion .

Gr igg ' s  rev i sed  1955  work ing  d raw ings  fo r  t he  bu i l d ing  do  no t  i nd i ca te  re -
use of  any h is tor ic  mater ia ls .  Indeed,  Gr igg 's  1955 wr i t ten mater ia l  speci f icat ions
for  the reconstruct ion ca l l  for  the use of  ent i re ly  new mater ia l  for  every phase of
the proJect .  The words renovate,  f ix ,  c lean up,  rehabi l i ta te do not  appear  in  the
document .  The only  e lement  of  the bui ld ing that  the contractor  was to ld  to  reuse
were the ex is t ing shut ters  which were not  or ig ina l  to  the house.60 The His tor ic
Amer ican Bui ld ing Survey drawings of  1936 note that  the shut ters  are "not
or ig ina l . "  The f raming for  a  number of  windows on the west  s ide of  the bui ld ing is
or ig ina l  e ighteenth century bui ld ing fabr ic .61 Everyth ing e lse in  the bui ld ing is
new and Gr igg 's  p lans were deta i led to  the point  that  he had fu l l  s ize sect ion
drawings of  such th ings as crown mold ing,  prof i les of  the f i reptace mant les and
mold ing as wel l  as the s ta i r  ra i l .  l t  is  not  known i f  the rubble s tone foundat ion re-
uses s tones f rom the or ig ina l  foundat ion.

Addi t ional ly ,  the garden is  a fanc i fu l  creat ion that  does not  a t tempt  to  c la im
his tor ica l  precedents.  Whi le  the in tent ion may have been the laudable goal  o f
" restor ing"  the bui ld ing in  the mid-194Os,  by the t ime the pro ject  reached f ru i t ion
in 1955 and 1956 i t  was an a l l  new bui ld ing that  t r ied to  g ive the impress ion of  a
la te e ighteenth century house.

APPENDIX

Two of the Alexandria architects associated with the preservation and
reconstruct ion of  Ramsay House,  Mi l ton Gr igg and Thomas Waterman,  were
hugely inf luential in establishing restoration architecture as a legit imate part of the
pract ice of  arch i tecture in  the middle of  the 20th century.  They had worked

ffi Ramsay House specifications inclutled in the Papers of Milton L. Gngg in Special Collections,
Alderman Library, University of Virginia.

6r White not noted in the Gigg documents, the window framing system was obsemed irt 1994 when
the building was resided.
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together as part of the original team of architects that designed the restoration of
Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg in  the la te 192Os and ear ly  1930s.  When Rockefe l ler
d isbanded the Wi l l iamsburg arch i tectura l  o f f ice in  1933 because he bel ieved that
the work was complete,  both Gr igg and Waterman went  in to pr ivate pract ice and
ended up in  Alexandr ia .  Here they became involved wi th  the preservat ion of  some
of  the Ci ty 's  most  revered local  landmarks inc lud ing the Stabler-Leabeater
Apothecary Shop and Gadsby 's  Tavern in  addi t ion to  Ramsay House.  In  the i r  work
here they brought  to  bear  a d is t inct  Wi l l iamsburg approach to  t reat ing h is tor ic
bui ld ings that  had been learned in  the ear ly  years of  the i r  work at  Colonia l
W i l l i amsburg .

MILTON LATOUR GRIGG, 1905-198262
Gr igg was an Alexandr ia  nat ive who was born in  the Del  Ray sect ion of  the c i ty .
He received h is  arch i tecture degree f rom the Univers i ty  o f  V i rg in ia  in  1929 and
almost  immediate ly  began work as par t  o f  the or ig ina l  arch i tectura l  team work ing
on the restorat ion of  Colonia l  Wi l l iamsburg.  When the arch i tectura l  s ta f f  was
disbanded in  1933,  Gr igg establ ished h is  own archi tectura l  f i rm where he
cont inued to pract ice unt i l  h is  re t i rement  in  198O. The main of f ice for  h is  f i rm was
in Char lo t tesv i l le ,  a l though for  approx imate ly  for ty  years Gr igg mainta ined a
sate l l i te  of f ice in  Alexandr ia ,  f i rs t  on Pr ince Street  and la ter  on Stevenson Avenue.
Of  the or ig ina l  Wi l l iamsburg arch i tects  who worked in  Alexandr ia ,  Mi l ton Gr igg
subsequent ly  d id  the most  work in  the c i ty .

His  preservat ion and restorat ion work drew heavi ly  on h is  exper iences at  the
Wi l l iamsburg restorat ion.  In  the 193Os Gr igg was the restorat ion arch i tect  for
Mont ice l lo ,  Thomas Jef ferson 's  home in  Char lo t tesv i l le .63 In  Alexandr ia  h is
restorat ion work inc luded Gadsby 's  Tavern in  the per iod 1932-1934 for  which he

did "paint  research and decorat ive schemes"Ga as wel l  as the restorat ion of  the

f i rs t  f loor  of  the Tavern;  work at  the 1783 Benjamin Dulany house at  601 Duke

Street  for  the noted preservat ion is t  Howard Joynt  in  1945;  and,  work on the

eighteenth century res idence of  W.H.S.  Stevens,  one of  the more act ive
preservat ion is ts  in  the c i ty  a t  312 Oueen Street  in  1956.  His  preservat ion and

restorat ion work was widely  pra ised and summed up h is  contr ibut ions to  the
profess ion of  arch i tecture by s tat ing:  "Under  h is  leadership,  restorat ion of  h is tor ic

62 See, Joseph M. Lasala, "The Life and Career of Milton LaTour Grigg, FAIA," School ot

Archirecture, University of Virginia, unpublished mss., Fall 1990. Copy at Special Collections, Alexandria

Public Library.

63 "Restor ing Mont ice l lo  Gardens",  edi tor ia l ,  AG,9l15l1939,  p.4-

fl Dorothy H. Kabler, "Restoration of Gadsby's Wins Civic Support Over the Years, Work is Done by

Patr io t ic  Groups and Indiv iduals" ,  AG, l l l l l95 l ,  p .2.



bui ld ings was made a respectable endeavor  for  arch i tects . , ,  6s

when the old and Historic Alexandria Distr ict Board of Architectural Review wasestabf ished in  1946,  one of  two posi t ions on the Board for  a , ,cer t i f ied arch i tect , ,was le f t  open at  the request  o f  Paul  Delaney,  the c i ty  counci lman who in t roducedthe ord inance '  Delaney made the request  because he expected that  Gr igg wouldbe return ing to  Alexandr ia  and could be appointed a member of  the Board.However ,  Gr igg never  d id  re-estabr ish u , " r id"n"e in  Arexandr ia .

Gr igg and h is  f i rm were prot i f ic  and ef f ic ient  arch i tects  and the work rangedwidely '  However ,  he was nat ional ly  known as an ecc les iast ica l  arch i tect  anddesigned a hundred or  more churches nat ionwide.  In  the h is tor ic  d is t r ic t  o fAlexandr ia  he was responsib le for  the design of  the par ish Hal ls  for  both chr is tChurch on Nor th Washington Street  (1gSO) and St .  paul ,s  Episcopal  Church onSouth Pi t t  St reer  (19471.

Gr igg was qui te  generous in  shar ing h is  knowledge of  e ighteenth and ear lyn ineteenth century arch i tecture wi th  the c i t izenr-of  A l " "undr ia  and lectured on anumber of  occasion:  
1o such organizat ions as the Alexandr ia  Associat ion,  theAlexandr ia  His tor ica l  soc iety  and Iocal  chapter  of  the Daughters of  the Amer icanRevolut ion '66 of  course,  Gr igg 's  generos i ty  in  th is  area was rewarded wi th  thepubl ic 's  knowledge of  h is  work which paid d iv idends in  commiss ion referra ls .

TI-IOMAS TILESTON WATERMAN. 19OO-1951
According to a recent article in the Winterthur Portfolio, Waterman .,became
involved in most of the key projects in the eastern seaboard states that affectedbtr i ld ings of  the cotonia l  per iod and the ear ly  Republ ic .  His  at t i tudes and opin ionsinf luenced many decis ions bear ing on the t reatment  or  record ing of  h is tor ic
Amer ican bui ld ings."  He *u"  onJ of  the or ig ina l  arch i tects  for  the restorat ion ofco lonia l  wi l l iamsburg beginning in  1g2a unJ *u"  responsib le for  the restorat ion orreconstruction of such buildings as the Governor's Palace. His association withwil l iamsburg ended when the architectural off ice was disbanded in 1933. short lythereafter he joined the staff of the newly established Historic American BuildingsSurvey (HABS) as assistant and then associate architect in the National park
service' In that capacity he was responsible for the supervision of a1 drawingsthat emanated from the HABS off ices. He remained with HABS unti l  1942.Beginning in  the mid- l93os he was associated wi th  the work of  Henry Francis

ot see, "The Making of a Profession, Ten who Made a Difference,,, Inform, v.5, no.3, pp.24-25.Grigg entry by Roulhac Toledano.

6o st"' for example, "Milton Grigg wil l Address Civic Group", AG, l l30/1941 ,p. t, and ,,John
Alexander chapter DAR Hears Talk on i istoricat Sites, Archit.ct Milton Grigg Shows Slides ol-Many virgirriaSh r i nes " ,  AG,  10 t24 /1941 .  p .16 .
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duPont  and was largely  responsib le for  the expansion of  duPont 's  mansion and the
creat ion of  the Winter thur  museum. He was the author  of  a  number of  in f luent ia l
arch i tectura l  books inc lud ing Domest ic  Coloniaf  Ar_chi tecture of  T idewater  Vi rg in ia
(1932) with John Barrows; MenSjpog_qfJrutruA (1946); and, The Dwell ings of
QqlanjelAmedce (1950).6? Rebecca Rarnsay Reese, one of the most prominent
preservat ion is ts  in  the c i ty ,  ca l led Waterman "a great  genius" .68

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
When Waterman began work at  HABS he res ided in  Alexandr ia  at  517 Cameron
Street  where he rented a room f rom Rebecca Ramsay Reese,  the most  act ive and
wel l  known preservat ion is t  in  the c i ty  dur ing the 1930s,  40s and SOs.  Whi le  l iv ing
in Alexandr ia ,  Waterman was responsib le for  a  number of  in f luent ia l  restorat ion
pro jects  inc lud ing the facade and window restorat ion at  the
Stabler-Leadbeater  Apothecary at  105 and 1O7 South Fai r fax Street  in  1936-1938.
unwaterman d id succeed in  creat ing one of  the nrost  v isual ly  d is t inct ive facades
in Alexandr ia .  He a lso par t ia l ly  restored the ear ly  n ineteenth century appearance of
por t ions of  the in ter ior  o f  the bui ld ing.  For  h is  work on the bui ld ing,  Waterman
received an arch i tectura l  award f rom t l re  WashinEton Board of  Trade in  194O
which c i ted the pro ject  as "a successfu l  e f for t  to  honest ly  restore a landmark of
Alexandr ia  to  i ts  or ig ina l  h is tor ica l  character . " 'o  Waterman was most  generous to
the Landnrarks Society  of  A lexandr ia  which owned the bui ld ing and he prov ided l r is
serv ices grat is .

"' Fuy Caupbcll Kaynor, "Thomas Tileston Watermzur, Student of American Colonial Architcclurc,"
Winter thur  Por t fo l io ,  v .  20,  nos.2 & 3,  Autunrn 1985,  p.  103.  Hereaf ter ,  Ka1'nor ,  " ' l 'hornas Ti leston
Waterrtran." Sce also, Dorothy I{olcombe Kabler, "Landmarks Socicty Pay Tributc to Thomas T. Watcrman
tor  Gi l is  of  l l is  Ar t  in  Restorat ion Work" ,  AQ, l /30/1951,  p.5.

orJ Diaries of Rebecca Ramsay Reese, Entry for January 21 ,1951. Rarnsay MMS Collection, Spcciai
Collections, Alexardria Library. Waterman's funeral at the National Cathedral was attended by a virtual who's
who of. lcadcrs of the nascent historic preservation movement in the United States including Frederick Rath, the
1.irst E,xecutive Director of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Helen Duprey Bullock, the Trust's l lrst
historian, David E. Finley, Chairman of the Board of the 

' l 'rust 
and Director of the National Gallery of Art,

Worih Bailev the Director of the'Irust's Woodlawn Plantation and former curator of Mt. Vernon, :rnd Delos Il
Srrrith, iur architect and early staff mernber of HABS and who had practiced with Waterman.

h'/ Building Permit #2'76"1 , 91191i938. City of Alexandria Code Enforcement Bureau fi lcs: see also,
Kavnor,  "Thoinas Ti leston Watcrman,"  p.137;  " l l is tor ic  Pharrnacy Converted ln to Muscum by l -ocal  Socict l " ,
A Q .  1 / 2 u l 1 9 3 9 ,  p .  i .

' t i) 
"Restoration of'Pharmiicl, Brings Award, Landmark Society, Architect Honored for Apothccary

Pro jec t " .  AG,  3 /14 /1940 .  p .  1 .
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Gadsby's Tavern
Waterman was a lso responsib le for  the re-creat ion of  Gadsby 's  Tavern Bal l room,
138 Nor th Royal  St reet .  The or ig ina l  woodwork inc lud ing two mant lep ieces,
corn ices and wainscot ing f rom the f i rs t  f loor  and the or ig ina l  ba l t room on the
second f loor  inc lud ing two door  f rames,  two mante lp ieces,  the music ians gal lery ,
wainscot  and corn ice had been removed f rom the bui ld ing in  May of  1911 and
re insta l led at  the Metropol i tan Museum of  Ar t  in  New York.71 Waterman went  to
New York and took measurements of  the woodwork at  the Metropol i tan and
recreated the bal l room in Alexandr ia  in  1936.72 In  1936 a long wi th  Detos Smith,
another HABS architect l iving in Alexandria, he restored the f irst-f loor facade of
Gadsby 's  and designed a compat ib le  doorway to  rep lace the or ig ina l  which had
also been removed to the Metropol i tan.  This  work inc luded the removal  o f
inappropr ia te 1878 storef ront  windows.  The new doorway was only  meant  to
mimic an e ighteenth-century door  and d id not  pretend to  re-create the or ig ina l .
That  would come la ter .  In  addi t ion,  Waterman was a lso responsib le for  the
restorat ion of  the s ta i rs  and the in i t ia l  work on the second f loor  lodging rooms of
the Ci ty  Hote l  bu i ld ing.  t3  His  knowtedge of  and work deal ing wi th  the h is tor ic
architecture was summarized in his art icle "The Architecture of Alexandria,
v i rg in ia"  that  appeared in  the February 1945 issue of  Ant iques (v .47,  no.2) .
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" Kabler, "Restoration of Gadsby's Wins Civic Support".

72 Thomas Tileston Waterman, "Gadsby's Tavern Ballroom" in Early American Rooms, Russell
Hawes Kettell, ed. (Portland, Maine; Southworth-Anthoensen Press, 1936), pp. 127-30. See also, Gadsby's
Tavern, HABS No. VA-100, Thomas T. Waterman, author. 5/6141 .

13 For the restoration of the first windows see, Building Permit #li12,61911936. City of
Alexandria Code Enforcement Bureau files.
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WILLIAM RAMSAY --'The Romulus of Alexandria"
by T.  Michael  Mi l ler

Wi l l iam Ramsay was one of  A lexandr ia 's  ear ly  founders,  and an outs tanding
business and pol i t ica l  leader  dur ing the 18th century.  Born in  Ki rkendbr ight  in  the
Ga l l oway  d i s t r i c t  o f  Sco t l and  i n  1716 ,  he  immig ra ted  to  V i rg in ia  a round  1742
where he "became in terested in  the t rade of  the upper  Potomac as ear ly  as 1744."

On July  13,  1749,  dur ing the f i rs t  sa le of  town lo ts ,  Ramsay purchased
parcels  46 and 47 which were s i tuated on the nor theast  corner  of  K ing and Fai r fax
Streets  and extended east  to  the Potomac River .  Here Ramsay res ided,  conducted
business,  and mainta ined a whar f .  There was a lso a smokehouse and k i tchen on
the lo t .

Shipping merchant  Ramsay engaged in  bus iness wi th  John Dixon unt i l  1757
when the par tnership was d issolved and Dixon returned to Whi tehaven,  England.

As a town t rustee Ramsay held numenous posi t ions of  c iv ic  responsib i l i ty
inc lud ing in  1754 adjuster  o f  weights  and seals  wi th  fe l low merchant  and business
par tner  John Car ly le .  Fur thermore,  Ramsay \ ruas a member o{  t l re  Commit tee of

Safety ,  super in tended the cornplet ion of  the Fai r fax County Crrur thouse,  was the
town's  f i rs t  post rnaster  in  1772,  served as co lonel  o f  the mi l i t ia  reg iment ,  and for

nrany years sat  as a F:a i r fax Cor- r r r ty  Just ice of  the Peace.

Wi l l ianr  Ralnsay marr ied Ann McCarty ,  the daughter  of  Dennis  McCarty ,  Sr .

and Sarah Bal l .  The couple were the parents of  e ight  ch i ldren inc lud ing a son

Dennis  who was e lected mayor  of  A lexandr ia  in  1789 and 1793.

ln  1761,  Wi l l iam Ramsay was so admired that  h is  fe l low c i t izens e lected h im

the town's  only  honorary Lord Mayor .  The enthusiast ic  inhabi tants  decorated h im

wi th a golden chain bear ing a medal .  "Upon one s ide was represented the in fant

s tate of  A lexandr ia  and i ts  commodious harbour . . . "  Af ter  the mock e lect ion and

investment  were over :

"the Lord Mayor and Common Council ,  preceded by off icers of State,

Sword and Mace bearers and accompanied by many gentlemen of the

town and country, wearing blue sashes under crosses, made a grand

procession. . .wi th  drums,  t rumpets and a band of  music ,  co lors

f ly ing."  The sh ipping in  the harbor  d isp layed f lags and banners whi le

guns f ired during the afternoon. A very elegant entertainment was

prepared at the Coffee House, where the new Lord Mayor and his

entourage sat down to a sumptuous repast. This was fol lowed by a

bal l  g iven by the Scotch gent lemen at  which a numerous and br i l l iant

company of  lad ies danced.  The ceremonies ended wi th  f i reworks,
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bonf i res,  and other demonstrat ions."  [Maryland Gazette June 22,
1762) wi l l iam Ramsay died on 1o February 17gs and was interred
Christ  Church Cemetery,  North Washington Street.
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