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A Chronicle of the 17th Virginia
Regiment—"The Reminiscences
of Col. Arthur Herbert"

by T, Michacl Miller®

hen the Civil War erupted in 1861, Arthur Herberr was among

those Alexandrians who case their lot with thelr native Virgimia.
Born in 1829, Herberr was a prominent Alexandria cittzen wha, with
John W, Burke, establivhed the famoos banking firm of Burke and Her-
berz in 1852, His mother died whien he was a child and he was raized
by his uncle John Peyvton at “Welbourne™ in Loudoun County. Later,
Arthor traveled extensively throughow the western United States and,
upon his return 1o Alexandna, resided at “Muockross” near the Epis-
copal Seminary.

Arthur Herbert became first hieutenant of the Old Dominion Rifles
when that organtzation was formed on January 7, 1861, and was elecred
capzain when Montgomery Corse was promoted major in the following
month. The (ld Dominion Rifles became Company H of the 17th Reg-
ment of Virginia Volunteers on June 10, In Apnl 1882, Herbert was
elected major of the 17th and became s Leutenant <olonel in Novem-
ber of that year when L. Col. Mayre was promoted colonel 1o succeed
Corse, On July 8th, 1864, he received promotion to colonel of the 17th,
which he had commanded since Mayre was wounded at Second Ma-
nassas in August, 1862,

Col, Herbert took parr in the engagements of Blackburn's Ford, First
Manassas, Willamsburg, Seven Pines, Frayser's Farm, Second Manas-
sas, South Mountaim, Sharpsburg. Fredericksburg, Manasas Gap, Cold
Harbor, Bermuda Hundred (where he was wounded in May 1864},
Dimwiddie Coun House, Five Forks, and Saylor’s Creek, and in the sicpes
of Yorkvown, Suffolk, and Petersburg. Upon the termination of the con-
flict, he returned 1o Alexandria and worked for his former partner, John
Burke. From November 1865 to November 1869 the firm operated un-
der the title Burke, Herbert & Company, In November 1869 the bank
resumed its original name, Burke & Herbert Bank. For the next 24 years
he strove diligently to rebuild the South, and m 1889 retired from the
banking business 1o “Muckross. "

Marned 1o Alice Goode Gregory of Petersburg, Virginia, Col. Her-
bert sired five daughters. He was quite active both sodally and philan-
thropically in Alexandria. A liferime Episcopalian, for 53 years he was

*T. Michael Miller 4 the reseacch assistang ol the Alesandria Libirary—Lloyd Hiowse
arad author of many srudses of Alesandria history and biography,
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a member of the Board of Trustees of the Episcopal Seminary. Col.
Herbert died at his home on 23 February 1919, age 90,

He delivered the following remimiscence of the 17th Virginia Reg-
ment before the Lee Camp of Confederate Veterans of Alexandria in
February 1887 The speech is historically important because it provides
the reader with the impressions of a high ranking Confederate officer
about the acrivities of the . Heretolore, the only other chron-
icles of this orgamzation has been penned by: Edgar Warfield," Geo,
Wise,! Henry Bennert,’ and Alexander Huner.!

FOOTNOTES

1. Edgar WarSield, A Confederate Soldier's Momons [Rachmond: Masomc Home
Press Inc., 1936),

L. Geo. Wiae, History of the Seventeenth Virginia Infactry, C.5. A {Baltemore:
Kelly, Pier & Ca,, 18700,

3. Henry Beanen, “Dhary ol a Confederate Soldier.™ in The Years of Amguish,
Fawguier County, Vieginia, 1861=1865, edi, Emily G, Ramey and John K.
Gaote, (Warrenton, Va.: The Fauguer Democrar, 1965}, pp 4451,

4, Alexander Hunter, fabmny Reb and Billy Yamk (New York: Neale Publish-
ing Co., 1904],

THE 17th VIRGINIA INFANTRY

I am here to-night in response 1o your invitation, 1o read before you
my account of the fights of the 17th at Flat Creek and Drury's Bluff,
To my comrades of the 17th, all that brings up the record of the reg-
iment must be interesting, even though the subject be handied by a nov-
ice like myself. To the comrades of other commands who have honored
me by their presence, | hope they will bear wath me if | add some stories
that only 4 17th man can wholly appreciate. Without further preface,
then, | will give some memories of the old war days, fraught as they
are with the humaor and pathos of & soldier’s life. Passing over many
minor events, | will mke up my theme after the organization of the
regiment at Manassas,

You will all recollect the squad, company and battalion drills, guard
mountings, dutics of sentries, countersigns, and all that pertained 1o
the school of the soldier with which we went through and were grad-
ually shaped up for the grand work before us. Two incidents of sentry
duty may not be amiss just here. Do you see that sentry as he walks his
post, the air of importance that beams from face and figure, the military
swagger as if the fate of armies depended upon his viﬂanu.‘ The Cor-
poral has just placed him upon outpost duty and for the first time whis-
pered to him the countersign. And now he paces his post, with the air
of a veteran. For awhile, visions of deeds of daring, rapid promotion,
the plaudits of his companions, and last, but not least, the bright smiles
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of the “girl he left behind him,™ Gll his imagination. The night grows
dark, the stillness is being felt, 2 nervous tremor steals over him and he
starts at the slightest sound. Can his senses deceive him? thar must he
footsteps in the distance. Nearer and nearer they come, the tension now
is grear; can it be the swealthy tread of the foe? “Halt!” “Who goes
there?™ No answer; the enemy is upon him. “Halt and give the counter-
sign, or I'll lire™; bang! and a5 the report dies away an old sow, with
a boo, hoo, boo, scampers through the brushwood, nearly upsetting the
Corporal and the guard as rhey rush 1o his relief. A moar of laughter
follows and our sentry’s visions of glory fade away before the chaffing
of his comrades.

On another occasion an old cow drew the fire of a night picket and
when found umtouched, scemed, with her mild eyes, to reproach the
boys for the racket they had kicked up about her.

Can't you remember the mariial strains of the old Fint Regiment Band
and the way we envied our more fortunate comrades, the commanding
form and martial figure of the drum major, who, some of the bovs from
the rural districts mistook for the commander m chicf of the army,

A band we must have, and it was nonsense 1o suppose a soldier could
tight without having his blood stirred by martial music. And so our
commander averred himself 1o the popular clamor, had a derall from
the companics made of men sapposed 1o be fizted with suppressed mu-
sical genius. Well, these fellows blew and snorted through ther old brass
homs until the sounds were like the groans and wails of the Inferno. A
burst of sound from them one day rather startled a visitor; with some
emotion he exclaimed, “What is that?" the 17ther replied with a con-
scious air of pride, “Thar’s our band.” “Your what, excuse me", did
not come too soon for there was ire and fight in the 17th man's eye.
The band had wrned three tunes, but could not round a cormer with
either, and we were to have them out on dress parade. The momentous
hour arrived and the boys were on the qui vive, rwo 10 one being bet
by some that their wind would not hold out the two lengths of the
baralion. Well, they started, but the music was so excructating and the
men became so convalsed with laughter as almost to break up the pa-
rade. The Colonel ordered them back to the ranks with the hope they
would be shot in the firse fight they got into, After the band came a six
toot cross-eyed countryman as a fifer, and his little son as drummer.
There was no pomp and arcumstance of glorious war abour them, The
boy was so short that his coattail swept the ground n his rear, as the
drum did in front, They appeared at one dress parade which w0 taxed
the discipline of the regiment that they were discharged withour another
trial, They gave the boys the grins as they swept up and down in fromt
of the battalion, The fife shricking wildly “Billy in the Low Grounds,™
and the juvemle drummer to keep pace with hes long-legged dad, miss-
ing the drum every other hck. “Is it music ye would be getring our of
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the likes of him, wid his blowing one way and looking anorher,"” said
one of our Irsh boys. S the old reggment’s only music was the “music
in the air™ from the hum of the minnie, the shreiking of shells, and the
songs of the boys on the march.

Blackburns Ford first brought before as the reabties of war, There
we looked first upon the dead ond wounded of both armies and rthe
first impressions were very solemn, but not lasting. This was but a fore-
taste of the harrowing scenes which so soon were o deaden the sen-
sibilities of even the gentlest among us, Can you recall our hospitals at
Manassax? the utter wretchedness and discomibon of them, the sights
of sutfering both from sickness and wounds, men in all stages of discase,
the pale faces thar murned in mute appeal for help and sympathy, and
the despair that would sical over their countenances, upon which the
shadow of death was slowly pasing, s no answering glance met ther
closing eyes. This was before our noble women, in answer to an impulse
begotten of the times, lent their aid and made ol what seemed a veri-
table hell on carth an entrance, we may hope, of the portals of the blest,
Mone but God alone can know the deeds of mercy our brave women
performed and the sacrifices of every comfort made by them; but the
fruits are with him.

You will all recollect the state of the roads in the spring of 1862—
mud, rain and all manner of unpleasanimess—the condition of the com-
mand as we neared Richmond, and how we went into camp and were
allowed time to brush up for the march through the city, Many friends
of the men were refugees there ar the rime, and the man who could don
a boiled shirt or collar was Inoked on with envious eyes by his less
fortunate comrades. The people lined the sidewalks along the line of
march, the girly waved their handkerchicfs from the windows, men
cheered and threw wp their hars, an occasional greeting of “How are
you, ald bov?"™ and a hearty “God bless you!™ from the crowd as some
old fricnds recognized cach other. But on the stream of companies, reg-
iments, brigades and batteries pass, for it was Longstreet’s division on
its way (o the Peninsula, the heroes of Blackburn'’s Ford and Manassas,
The toll of the march, the raim, the mud, all is forgotten, and as the
boys wheel into Main street and the long line of roops is seen, cheers
rend the air from windows, housetops and sidewalks, and there comes
from the moving column the old rebel yell. Can't von hear it now, and
daes not the old feeling of soldierly pride and daring come over you
once more? Twenty-five years have passed since then, but | need no
enchanted wand 1o conjure up that day. The embarkation for the Penin-
stila was a busy, bustling, funny scene, And our experience in the trenches
while it was raining continually, with no tents, the wagons miles away,
the skies dark and lowermg, the water, the mud, the uiter discomfon
every old soldier will never forger. Afver ewo weeks of this uncanny life,
without change of clothes, we moved towards Williamsburg 10 meet
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McClellan’s advance, and the day afrer made one of the most brilliant
tights of the war. Our regimental loss was heavy, although we were
driving the enemy, and only left our advanced position about 9 o'clock
at night. The falling back from Williamsburg that night, with the roads
ift their then condinon, the all night tramp and the day following, will
only pass with life [rom the memory of those men who participated in
it. Seven Pines follows with its heavy death roll and its heroic daring,
Yer from some unaccountable oversight, in the light of history we are
unknown as participants in it—one of the bloodiest bariles of the war.
In passing over the Seven Days' iights around Richmond, | must relate
an amusing incident cocirring in our regiment. | believe it was at Fra-
zier’s Farm, where all the dash of oor brigade was lost by not being
supported on cicher Aank,

As the regiment swept by, Dr. Snowden caught the eve of Capr.
B . whose face wore a forcboding and sedous look and sung out:
“Cheer up, Captain; if you are wounded | have some medical stores for
you,” at the same time shaking his canteen. “Give it 1o me now, Doctor,”
said B., “life is uncertain and its joys are fleeting,” and, seizing the can-
teen, drew inspiration tor himself and a hearry laugh from those wha
heard him.

Not seeing the Doctor here tonighe L will say, in his behalf, no surgeon
in the Army of Northern Virginia was easier to find on a bartlefield
than he, and none ever kept nearer his regiment’s line of battle in action,
OF was more prompt to succor bis wounded.

In August, 1862, we broke camp around Richmond and the stirring
events of thar campaign opened betore us. With light hearts and bright
aspirations the men of the old regiment left scenes now historic and
made forever memaorable by deeds of bravery never excelled by any peo-
ple, and plunged once more into active movements, such as the forced
march, the bivouac, the outlying picket, which broughe to the faces of
the men the glow of health and an appetite thar rejoiced even on the
hard fare of a Confederare haversack. Do you see the old regiment, thas
moving human tide, as it surges along? The tramp, rramp of the feer,
the hum of the vaices, the peculiar jingle and rantle of the accourre-
tnents, the song of the Gypsies as they break out in the old camp chant,
“Keep your shoes upon your feet; forward march and never retrear,”

But as the day wears on the boys have no breath ro waste on song
or story: it is a forced march, and all hearts are centered upon the work
now before them, It is whispered that old Stonewsll is bearing down
on the enemy's flank and thar Longstreet now must soon be in his front,
and so a hush falls upon the ranks. Day has passed into night and st
on we go. “Bovs, we will never love another country, will wed™ comes
from an old grumbler, but they brace up for the work, and the human
current still moves on. Ar rhe head of the regiment marches old Johnny
Ready, with his pipe glowing in the darkness like a firefly, carrving a
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pack that would have given a camel the backache, “Give us a light,
Johnny!" might be heard and the answer, “To the Devil wid ye; do ye
take me for a maich box?™ But he was never known to be wathout that
important article, and never refused a comrade, though the grumble
gencrally accompanied it. “Halt! Break ranks!” and into camp we go.
“Pile on the rails, boys,” and soon the camp fires blaze, the camp kentles
bail, the frying pans hiss, and the old Confed is streeched on his blanker
with his feet to the fire, the wil of the march forgotten, and the danger
of the future undreamed of. He lights his pipe, and speculates on the
movement, then comes to the conclusion thar “*Mars Robert™ knows
what he s about, doses his cyes and falls into that deep, sweet sleep,
known only to him who has earned it by a free play of his muscles i
God's pure air.

Well, comrades, we have passed the Gap, and are passing on down
the old Gainesville pike, and now and then the boom of a gun rells us
that Seonewall Jackson is waking the enemy up, and the next morning
dawns on the 2d battle of Manassas. Leaving the 2d Manassas to the
historian, we pass on by Leesburg, across the Potomac, throogh Fred-
erick City, to Hagerstown. Will any of us ever forget thar night in Ha-
gerstown before the banle of South Mountain? The moon shone bril-
lantly, and the streers were hlled with Confederate officers and men.
The anzens were much divided in sentiment, and when calling ar a
howse with a brother officer o see a lady, an old man seemg our um-
form, slammed the door in our faces. At another house, near by, the
rooms were brilliantly lighted and filled with lovely women, who wel-
comed and entermamed us in the most charming manner. On mounting
my horse to retam to camp, | heard our glee dub, Smith, Kidwell, Arwedl
and others singing some of the old camp songs. | asked them o serenade
the ladies, which they did with pleasure, Then 1 told them of the old
man’s reception, and asked them to sing him some of their most re-
bellious songs, which they did wath a gusto, | never heard whether the
old gentleman appreciated the delicate compliment paid him. The next
day the battle of South Mountain, or Boonshoro', was fought, and the
17th Virginia held the position assigned ber, against great odds, until
ordered to fall back, which was done about 9 o'dock p.m., when we
vontinued 1o march all night, a weary, weary thing at besy, but espe-
cially so after a hard fight.

On the moming of the 16th the bartde of Sharpshurg opened. From
our posion we had a splended view of the fight on our left. | must
l¢ave the description of this brilhantly comtested battle and come 1o the
incidents pertaining whaolly to our part in the struggle, About 4 o'clock
p.m. the ball opened for ws, a counier reporting that the enemy was
advancmg upon our position in force. The General rode up and en-
quired for Col. Corse, “Here | am,” was the prompt reply from our old
colonel. *“What shall we do, Corse?™ “We will have 1o meet them,” he
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said, and the command, “Fall in!™ sounded down the thin line (for from
lasses in battle, stragghing, etc, the three regiments mustered only ahout
200 men), Then the enemy’s batteries opened and swept the hill above
us with round shot and shell. A section of our artillery, all we had,
supportng us was soon silenced, and we moved up without support.
We reached the top, swept by the enemy’s guns, in full view of one line
of battle, supported by another, the latter cheering on the firse, It was
the farlorn hope of the war, and [ felr it s0 as the men began to drop
on every side. Our regiment was on the right of our hine, and you will
recollect the rail fence in frong, and as we poured in our fire the first
line of the enemy squatted and from their overlapping us returned their
fire both in cur front and rght flank, “Forward to the fence men!™
shouted the colonel, and some few obeyed the arder and were taken
prisomers or shot down. Again the order rang out, “forward to the fence!™
but, alas! it fell wpon ears closed forever, or upon men racked by ghastly
wounds, “There are no men to go to the fence!™ 1 shouted back to the
cotonel, who, with Tom Perry and myself, were abour all thar remained.
| saw the Zouaves mounting the fence and felt there was nothing left
but to be shot in my racks, get away or be taken prisoner, the latter
tate being worse than the first. Did [ run, boys? Oh no! bue I did some
of the tallest walking of the war, with the expectation and fear of having
a buller through my back at every step. The history of the 17th tells
you of a rally under General Toombs and his gallant Georpians and
their retaking the hill. Well, old comrades, the fight is over, and with
the ambulance corps | once more ascend the hill now Iying bathed in
a flood of moonlight, so peaceful, so sull. Whar a2 contrast to the pan-
demonium of human passions of a few hours before! Our dead were
lying thick where the last stand was made. Carcfully we look for and
terwderly raise the wounded, bathe their boodstained and Mackened faces
and send them to the rear. Then we gather our dead and digging a
trench wrap them in their blankers and lay them side by side in their
last resting place and over them read the burial service of the church,
Years may come and go, but the scenes of that day and night can never
be forgotten. The face of one Confederate boy (not of our regiment) is
with me yet. Lying on his back, with his fair, voung face turned to that
heaven where 1 hope his departed soul had mounted, a smile of angelic
beauty rested on his fearures. All was peace, and may we not hope thar
in his last moments he caughe sight of the pearly gates, and that it was
the reflected lighe of the celesnal ciry that shone there still? I must now
pass on to the article I was requested 1o read, viz: “The Skirmish at
Flat Creck Bridge and the Battle of the 16th of May at Drury's Bluff.™'

In closing, 1 would say the theme of to-night might be added 1o in-
detinitely. The events of that four years of barde hardship and trial crowd
upon me when [ sit down to record them, Old faces and forms rise up
before me; and memory reems with incident tll then forgotren.
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FOOTNOTE

L Cal Arthur Hesberr, " The Seventeenth Wirginia Infantey at Flat Creek and
Direwrys BufE," Soaithborm Histarice! Socichy Papers, 52 Wals, {T87E=1939;

reprint od., silbwood, M.Y.: Eraus Bepring Co, 1979y, 12255,
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The Mystery of Ledger G

by Terey Alfrd®

L::d;i:L'rE are the oft-neglecred stepchildren of the world of manu-
scripts, Heavy, unwieldy, dirty, they can appear imimidating slag-
heaps of accounting mumbo-jumbo, a baffling salute to arcane carly
bookkeeping practices. That 15 why some historians will go through
long careers without ever rouching one, But the truth is that ledgers are
also mother-lodes of information, not all of it nareowly economic in
nature. Their entrics can illeminate many things, like family relation-
ships, fashions and tastes in goods, the movement and employment of
ships, the currents of rrade, the cost of money, the creditworthiness and
reputations of people, the commercial life of a community—all mixed
against a background of the fortunes and misfortunes of some enter-
prising individual of long ago.

An air of mystery artaches itself to a ledger when, from time to fime,
e manages 1o sutvive the years with no evident identification of who
kept it or where it was kept. Such was the case recently when a 19th
Century ledger from a private collection was examined,’ Physically the
ledger was an impressive volume, weighing almos: twenty pounds, with
cight hundred pages between its boards. On the spine was a gold-let-
tered abel reading “Ledger G But neither there nor in the interior of
the ledger was the name of the individual or firm which had kepe the
record, The process by which the original owners of Ledger G were
ultimately wdennficd was an interesting one and an engaging test of one's
skills in historical detection as well. Ir pur 2 manuseript “in search of
its anthor™ and ended by opening a long-closed door onto Alexandda
in the era of the Civil War.

A few things were evidenr about Ledger G at first glance. It was a
business ledger, not a personal one. It had been kepr principally between
1857 and 1861, lis entries were comprehensive and professionally en-
tered ina modified double-entry bookkeeping system. The owners of
Ledger G had been commission merchants. They specialized in sales of
groceries, commaodities, coal and industrial goods, and they had cus-
tomers in the major cides of the eastern United States and in Canada
and the West Indies. The sums of money they dealr with were large for
the time. And the letver “G" revealed somerhing, wo, This was actually
the seventh ledger in 2 series. Obviously Ledger G had been kept by a

*Terry Alford, author of Peiace dwprong Slaves. i professor of hissary ar Nosthery Yir-
piney Communiry Collepe.
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firm that had been around quite a few years, a merchant house of lon-
pevity and suhstance.

Step one in wentifying the owners of the ledger was to establish the
locale where the record had been kepr. In the case of Ledger G rhis did
not prove (o be much of 2 problem. There were references in the volume
o Mew York, Boston, Baltimore, and Richmond, bur a more suggestive
clue oocurred in an account for =W, D. Massey, mayor.”™ As the account
did not specify mayor of what place, one might reasonably assume he
was the local mayor, thar s to say the mayor of the town or city wherein
the ledger was kept. By reference to contemporary manuscripts—such
as the acoonnt book of the “Sinking Fund of the Ciey of Alexandna®™*—
one sees that William D. Masscy was mayor of Alexandna, Virginga.
The sinking fund account book also shows thar | H. McVeigh was
President of the Commaon Councl. Interestingly enongh, a |. H. McVeigh
had an account in Ledger G.

Another evidence of ongin for Ledger G was the firm®s business with
Burke and Herbert, important bankers in Alexandna in that day as well
a4 this. Robert Bell, an Alexandria bookseller and stanoner, also had an
account with Ledger G and was apparently the source from which the
owners of Ledger G purchased the record volume in question. Other
familiar Alexandria names in the ledger indlude James Green, a cabi-
netmaker; T. W, Ashby, Alexandria aster during most of the 1850Fs;
T. A. Brewis, a city merchant I:iIIrJ in 1870 in the collapse of a portion
of the Capitol building m Richmond; Archibald Henderson, long-tuime
commandant of the U5 Marine Corps; |. Leadbeater and Son, drug-
gists; and Corse Brothers, brokers whose firm included Montgomery D.
Corse, later a Confederare general.

There were accounts from the neighborhood of the city, 1oa, like that
for W. A. Lake of Mississippi, @ congressman then resident in Wash-
ington, 13, C. An account from the nearby Virginia countryside was for
John A. Washington, the last family owner of Mount Vernon who sold
the mansion o preservanomsts in 1860 and was killed the following
year while an aide 10 General Robent E. Lee, his kinuman.

These entries, together with others which could be cited, made it clear
ahere Ledger G had been kept. Now came the more challenging gques-
tion of reho had kepr it

The nitial approach to this problem was simple: erosscheck in the
records of some firm with whom Ledger G's owners did business. There,
under the date and beside the amount provided by Ledger G, would be
the name of the mysterions firm’s owners. Bot, despate the massive amount
of data Ledger G contained, such checking could nor be casily domne.
There is 4 scarcity of manuscripts extant from Ledger G's corresponding
firms. A few records which do exist are unprocessed or are currentdly
unavailable to researchers, Even city tax records (and Ledger G's awne-
crs paid taxes aplenty) had gaps at the dares necded.
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That being the case, Ledger G—from its rens of thousands of minute
and unindexed entries—had 1o provide the answers itself. Fortunately
it could do it. Ledger G is a true ledger. It is not simply a book in which
the sales of a company were found. Nor does it tell only who did busi-
ness with the firm and how they stood in debit or credit. It was a book
of final entry in which every money transaction of the firm is recorded.
This includes the profit-and-loss accounts of Ledger G's owners, their
commission accounts, how much interest was due, what bills of theirs
were receivable, what bills were payable, the company's capital account,
and so forch, It was these internal company accounts, posted in the
ledger, which led upon close reading to identification of the owners of
the firm,

Specifically the owners were idennfied by their capital accounts. A
capital account is a partner's account of his debits and credits with his
awn husiness. One such account in Ledger G belonged ro William G.
Cazenove. Bur did Cazenove own a company in Alexandria in the late
185002 ¥es, he did. Boyd’s Washington and Georgetorent Directory . . -
(1860) lists Cazenove and Company, 27 and 2% North Union Street,
Alexandria, a commission merchant firm.

A second capital account in the ledger was thar of Cassius F. Lee.
Ledger G indicated that Lee was Cazenove's partmer. That he acrually
was is confirmed independently by a family member. A biographical
skerch of Lee in his son Edmund’s book Lee of Virginiae (1893) contains
the sentence, *[Cassius F. Lee] became a member of the mercantile hrm
of Cazenove & Company,” the vear unspecified.’

There was no doubt about iz, With intormation provided by the com-
prehensive nature of the ledper, the owners of the volume were iden-
tfied as William G. Cazenove and Cassius F. Lee, principals of Cazen-
ove and Company of Alexandria.

The firm these two men owned was big business by community stan-
dards. It broughr in coal via the canals from the upper Potomac River,
It supplied iron rails for the Alexandria, Loudoun, and Hampshire Rail-
road, then under construction. It engaged in speculative shipments (or
“adventures”} of foodstuffs to the North. It sold powder and fuse from
the du Pont mills in Delaware. And above all it exported whatever Vir-
ginia had to offer. From 1857 unnil the Civil War interrupted things in
the late spring of 1861 Cazenove and Company had sales of nearly
three-quarters of a million dollars,

In the grain trade the firm was a powerhouse, The peak year of 1857
found the company sclling 11,887 barrels of flour, worth 580,000, A
fair amount of this flour was sold lecally, but Cazenove and Company
did a thriving business with cities in Maine and Canada. According o
Ledger G the firm had dealings with at least fourteen firms in St Johns,
New Brunswick. Wheat exports were important, too. Whear exporting
in Alexandria reached a high-point in 1837 with the expornt of 231,572
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bushels. The importance of Cazenove and Company’s activities may be
gauged by the fact that it sold 93,000 bushels of wheat that year.

Even interest due on outstanding accounts could be a significant source
of income to a firm this large. For 1857 alone the company had due it
more than % 14,000 in interest charges.

And whar of the firm's owners? The true founder of the company
was Anthony-Charles Cazenove, a merchant-prince of Alexandria who
at his death in 18352 left his son William well-endowed in several regards
to continue an already thriving business. William G. Cazenove (1819—
1877}, an honors graduate at Princeron and an attorney, ran the family
business thereafter, “His remperment was ardent,” wrote a contem-
puu-rnr_v." It led him into secessionist politics and the Confederate army.

Grandson of Richard Henry Lee, Cassius F. Leg (1B08-1890) had an
ancestry no less distinguished, An attorney by education like Cazenove
and related to his partner by marnage, Lee was religiously inclined and
mtrospective. He demonstrated more deead than exhiliration at the on-
set of civil war, 1 deeply gricve over the conditon of our once happy
and prosperous country. | have never been a secessionist . . . bur a
large majority of my people having decided otherwise, [ must unite my
destiny with theirs,” he wrote in June of 1861, The sentiment 1s strik-
ingly similar to that of his first cousin and lifelong friend Robert E, Lew,

Casstus Lee's anxiety was nor out of plice, The war brought chaos
to Cazenove and Company, chaos well documented by Ledger G. Clerks
resigned, Cazenove fled south, business plummeted, accounts became
uncotlectible, transportation was disrupted, and the company became
a fatality of the war, Lee’s country home (now in pant the site of Forg
Ward Park) was raken over and abused by soldiers while Lee himselt
was arrested several times for dislovaly. He went inte exile in Canada
in 1863 and remaingd until the war was over, His associanion with Con-
federate agents while there forms an interesung chaprer in his life.

In 1865 Cazenove and Lee returned to Alexandria, Both were much
reduced in wealth and prospects, Cazenove spent his later years thhe
railroad business. Lee lived to reach the venerable age of eighty-one.
Postwar hardships did not prevent him tor sharing his business talents
with the Protestant Episcopal Seminary, located near the country home
to which he rerired. He served as treasurer of the Seminary for twenty-
five vears, and, as one writer pores, its growth Lee “not only witnessed,
he was largely instrumental in the suecess.”™ Despite the losses brought
by the war, then, there 15 no reason to think Lee’s postwar years were
without their happinesses and moments of accomplishment. It seems
apprapriate that today his porreait adorns a wall in the Seminary’s old-
est building.

These men and their times were all brought evocatively ro life by the
pages of 4 forlorn old ledger, It proves again the saying that every
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manuscript has its story to il 1o those who will pause and read i,
Ledger G cerrainly did. Ir spoke m volumes,

FOOTNOTES
L. Author's collecnon, Lédper citations in the texe are taken from the volume,
[utssine,
2 Lloyd House Collecnions.
3. Edmund ). Lee, Liv of Vieginta, 1642-1892 [1895; repring ed.,, Balimore;
Cenealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1974), p. 474,
4. Alexamdric Gagetie, Augost 15, 1877,

5. Lee o M. John Fowle, Alexandna, Va, June 29, 1861, gquoted in John
Askling, ed. and comp,, “Letters From M. Casius F. Lee, of ‘Menoken®
o owe o unpaginated, {Typescripe, 1970, in Llovd House Collectinns),
6. William A. R. Goodwin, History of the Theological Semmary m Virgaima
and I3 Historical Backgrownd, 2 Vaols. Mew York: Edwin 5. Gorham, 1924,
1AL,
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Alexandria in the War of 1812

In August, 1814 the Ciry of Alexandria surrendered 1o the invading
British naval forces under Captain Gordon without firing a shot. For
this the city was the object of scorn from many paris of the country,
Why did the city leadership surrender 1o the Brirish forces?

On 4 October 1814 the National Intelligencer carried the official ac-
count . . . of the occupation of Alexandria . . . together with the
causes which led to thar distressing event.”™ The editors believe this
statement should be republished in the hope that it will arcuse interest
in this peniod of Alexandria history.

The following officers are mentioned in the account: Brigadier Gen-
eral William H. Winder commanded the Tenth Military Districr which
included Maryland, the District of Columbia, and the portions of east-
ern Virginia lying between the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers. Cap-
tain James A. Gordon commanded the British naval force in the Ches-
apeake which went up the Potomac River and occupied Alexandria.
General Robert Young commanded the second brigade of General Win-
der’s forces. They were assigned 1o defend the approaches o Fort Wash-
ington [Warburton). Admiral Cockburn commanded the British Flotilla
supporring the attack on Washington from the Patuxent River. The Ad-
miral and his seatnen and marines accompanied the Brinsh Army under
Gen, Ross in its ateack on Washingron.

ALEXAMDEIA.

. Cousci, Sepe, 7, 1814

Prpsenr— Thos, Herberr, President; John Gial, And. Fleming, Henry
Micholson, J. B, Patton, John Cohagen, fames Millan, John Hunter, Reo-
hen Johnstan, R, L Taylor, Wm, Veitch, Anthony Rhodes.

The following narrative of the ocoupation of this town by the enemy
and of the creumstances connested with that unfortunate transaction,
having been submitted w0 Council and duly considered and examined, the
Councl do unanimously copcur therein, and it is thereupon ordered, that
it be published in both of the papers printed in this town.

THOS. HERBERT, President, At a mreeting of the comunttee of
vigilance, this 7th of September, 1814,

Present—=Charles Simms, Mavor; Joseph Dean, Matthew Robinson,
Jonah Thomson, Wm, Herbert, Thos, Vowell, Edmund 1. Lee.
The following narrarive of the occupation of the town of Alexandna

17




by the Britesh squadron, was sobmitted o the committes, who, upon ex-
amung the saime, unanimously concur in i

CHARLES SIMMS, Chairra, Tk Yowen, Sec

A respect for the opimons of others, and a due regard for the characrer
of the citizens of Alexandria, bave induced the municipal aurthoritices of
the town, o exhibar o the public & Faithiul nacranive of the occopation
of Alexandria by the Brivish sguadron wnder the command of Caprain
Giordon, together with the causes which led ro thae distressing event.

'y those wha are unacquaimted with the siwation and condition of
Alexandri inoregard to bs meeans o defence it will be PrOHPET [ state,
that it ks situaee in the Districe of Columbia, upon the west bank of the
rver Poromac, about six miles below the ciry of Washingron; the deprh
of water admatting lacge frigates o come to the very wharves of the town,

[t is rorally destitore of forfications of any kind, and s prorection
agamst invasion by water, depended entirely upon a fors abowt six miles
below the wown, commonly koown by the name of Forr Warbumon, which
wis exclusively under the control of the government of the U, States.

Abour the month of July-lass, o0 was announced thae Gen, Winder was
appoanted 10 the command of the weath military district of the UL Staes,
comprehending the disenicr of Columbia and a portion of the adiining
-states of Virginia and Marviand, including the city of Baltimaore.

In conseguence of reports thar the enemy contemplated an attack opon
the Ciry of Washingron, the municipal authority of Alexandria thoughy
it advisable o appomt 2 Committee of Vigilance for the purpose of pro
curing information of the approaches of the enemy, and of obraining as-
sistance and advice os to the measures wheeh it might be proper to pursue
for protection and defence. As soon as this committee was appointed,
they caused representations o be made'vo General Winder of the defence-
less condition of the wwn, and camesty entreared thar some measures
should be taken for its profection, Gen, Wioder was called on, becaose
it had been distinctly understond thar the Secretary of Woar would receive
our commemications theough this channel only. From General Winder
every assurance was made that could have been wished, that every thing
inn his power should be done for the protecrion of the wwn, His means
however were very inconssderable—he had oo money to expend in for-
tifications or even in the erecon of batteries; and unfess some defence
of this socr could be obrained, the wown would be exposed o the mercy
of the ememy, of he showld approach by water and should succeed in pass-
ing the fore. The Comminee of Vigilance was duly impeessed with the
necessity of providing some adegquate defence agamst an artack by water,
and some of its members, under the authorioy of the commirtee, had re-
peated mperviews with Gen. Winder on thes subject; inoone of themy, the
President of the Umited States was present, and he was distinctly gven o
understand, thar unkbess there was provided an adeguare defence for the
town, it woald be ar the mercy of the enemy and woold be compelled to
make the best terms inits power. These representanions and reguests pro-
duced no other effect than the repetition of the assorance of an earnet
desire on the part of Gen, Winder to afford every nssistance in his power,
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Oin the 19%h of August & levy en masse, was made af the mibna of the
rown and county of Alexandra, and on the 20th and 21st they were
ordered to cross the Poremac, and stationed between Piscataway and Fort
Warburton, They took with them all the artillery which had been mounted
at the expense of the corporation, cxcept two 12 pounders, which were
lefr withour ammonition, and searly all the arms belonging o the own,
They left no men but the exempts from age, and other cavses, and a few
whao had not reported themselves, or had found substivates; and it 15 not
befieved thar, afver their deparmre, one hundred effective armed men could
have been mustered in the own, The oo sron twelve pounders remaimed
until the 25ch, when, Alexandng being open g the eneimy, then in full
possessinn of Washington, they were removed ar some distance from the
wown, by orders receved from Gen. Young,

On the mght of the 24th, the Alexandria milina were ordered to re-
cross the Potomac: they did so, and were marched throogh own withour
haleing, 1o the country, and withour grving imformation to the authorities
or inhahitants of the place of their destunation, and on the evening of the
27th, when the fleer approached, the mumeapal anthonties of the ows
knew not where they were, It has since appeared thar they were thew
stationed about nineteen miles from town by the orders of Gen, Winder,
It i% here praoper to state that Gen. Winder on the moming of the 24th
informed the Committes of Vigilance, who watred on him, thar he could
send e pact of the forces with him o Alexandoa; bue thae be had or-
dered Gen, Young to cross over 1o Alexandria, if pracricable, iF noc m
fall deswin the river. The Comminee of Vigilance, on receiving this infor-
mation, sent boats over o the Marvland shore sufficient in number mo
bring over the whole of Gen, Young's force ar once; but when the boars
reached him, he had receved orders from the Secretary of War o retam
his posirion, as Gen, Young in 3 communication to the Mayor stated.

The Committee of Vigitance, despairing of obraining any assistance from
the pengral povernment, and hoving imformation of the rapid approach
of the enemy mowards the capital by land, and thar their squadron was
approaching Alexandria by water, deemed it their duty 1o recommend o
the Common Council a resolution o the following effece:

*“That in case the British vessels should pass the Fort, or their forces
approach the town by land, and there should be no sefficiens force on
our part to oppose them, with any reasonable prospect of success, they
should appoine a- commirtes to carry a flag to the officer commanding
thie enemy’s farce about 1o artack the rown, and o procure the best termy
for the satery of persons, hooses, and properry, in their power,”

This recommendation was made on the day of the bartle ar Bladens-
burg, and on the same day was unanimously adopted by the Common
Coumncal.

The hatile of Bladensburg having termminnted in the defeat of sur teoops,
and Gen, Winder having been obliged 1o retrear from the capital towards
Muontgomery Court House, about fifteen mles to the west of i, the ciry
of Washington was left in the entire possession of the enemy, The anzens
ol Alexandria saw nothing to impede the march of the Brivsh o their
mwn=—saw nothing o restrain them from commithing the maose broeal
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vitrages upon the female porton of society, having neither arms noe men
to make defence with; the Prexident of the United States and the heads
of the departments were absent, and it was not known where they were
to b fomnd: no milivary commander or officer of the general government
wiak present 1o divect o advise,

In this staze of things it was comadered by the Common Counal as
their duty to send 4 flag to the Bonsh commuander ar Washingron to know
what treatment might be expected from him in case his troops should
approach Alexandrig, snd should succeed in obrainmg posiession of the
vown, Admiral Cockburn, wowhom the communicanion wos made, as-
sured the very respectable gentlemen who bore thar flag, that privawe
property of all descripisons should be respected: thar it was probable that
trosh provraons and some floor maght be wanted, bar that wharever they
did take shoald be paid for.

While these things were going o in the city of Washington, the British
sepiadron had been gradually ascending the Potomac, and on the 27ch of
August, three days after the bantke ar Wadensburg, it reached Fort War-
burfon, Mo change had raken place in relabion to the means of the defence
of the town of Alexandna. Upon the fort did the safery of Alexamdra
now entinely depend. The citrens looked with great anoety 0 this poing
for prosecion. But, 1o their great surpriee and momificanon, and without
the concurrence or wish of the municipal authority of the wwn or of any
mumber of it, the fort was abandoned and the magazine blown up by the
United States” garrison on the evening of the 27th, withour finng a single
guir, The following corvapondence between the Seorerary of War and the
cosmmander ar the fore, shoows by what suthority be acred, [See the MNa-
tonal Iniellgencer of the 30th Aug. List.|

This relinguishment of the forr decaded the fare of Alevandria. Nothing
wits left i oppose the progress of the squadron, and on the mormng of
thie 28th it passed the ruins of thie fort on its way oo the town ) theie barges
had sounded a consderable distance above. About ten o'clock of the
misrning of the 18th, afer the sguadron was above the fort, the com-
mitiee apponted by the Counal 1o bear the flag o the enemy, m one
thay showld pass the fort. ser our upon their mission, and proceeded o
the ship commanded by Capr. Gordon, They requested to know what his
titentions were m regard mo the town ol Alexandna, They were informed
by Capt. Gordon that he would communicare his terms when he came
opposite the town, But he assured them, thae, in the mean time, if the
sgicidrion was not molesed by the mbabitanis, the persons, hooses and
furniture of the ansens shoold ot be inpured. One of the pentlemen who
atiended the Aag was the Mayor, Upon his return from the squadron, be
wiis informed that a small derachment of cavaley from the army of Gen.
Hungiertord had been in town, probably for the porpaose of reconnoirering
the enemy: thar it had rémained bur a short tme. Upon enguiry it was
understond thar the army of General Hungerford was ar thar time about
sisteen mikes from Alesandoa, oo in march to thar place, having fol-
lovwed the Brivish squadron along the shones of Potomac a grear part of
ity way up. The force of Gen. Hungerford was composed of infantry and
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cavalry, with two or three small pieces of anillery, nor calculated o af-
ford any procecrion o the ow.

The municipal authority of the fown had received no advices of the
approach of this army: and atter the retumn of the flag, it was o Jate to
enter inte any arrangements with General Hungerford for defence—he
was oo distant go afford refief.,

The scuadron, having suspended its approach o the town, did not reach
it until the evening of this day. On the moming of the nexe day, o wae,
the 2%th of Awgust, i arranged iself along the swn, w0 as to command
it from one exeremity to the other, The force consisted of two frigates,
to wit, the Sea-Horse, rating 38 guns, and Eurvalus, rating 36 guns, two
rocker ships, of 18 guns cach, two bomb ships, of 8 puns cach, and a
schoomer of 2 guns, which were but a few hundred vards from the wharves,
and the houses so situared dhar they might have been laid in ashes inoa
few minures. Abeut ten o'clock in the moming of the 2%th, Cape. Gordon
sent tor the Mayor the following termes:

Hrs Majesty’s stip Sea Horse, off Alexandria,
the 2%9ch day of Auguse, 1814,

GENTLEMEN,

In comsequence of a depatanon yesterday received from the ciy
of Alexandria, requesting favorable terms for the safery of their city,
the undermentioned are the only conditions in my power to offer,

The town of Alexandria {with the exception of Public Works)
shall nat be deseroved, unless hosolities are commenced on the part
of the Americans; nor shall the inhabirants be molested in any man-
ner whatever, or their dwelling howses entered, if the following Ar-
ticles are complied with,

st Article.  All naval and ordnance stores [public and privaee)
must be immediately delivered up.

d Article.  Possession will be immediately taken of alf the shep-
ping and thewr fucmeure must be sent on board by the owners with-
ot delay,

3d Article.  The vessels thar have been sunk muost be delivered
up inn the state they were in on the 1%th of August, the day of the
squadron passing the Kenle Boteoims,

4tk Article.  Merchandize of every description muse be mstantly
defivered upy and, to prevent any irregularities thar might be com-
mirted in its embarkation, the merchants have i in their option, o
load the vessels generally employed for thar purpose. when they will
be towed off by us.

Fth Article.  All merchandze that has been removed from Al
cxandrin since the 1%th inst. 15 o be included in the above articles.

tith Article.  Refreshments of every descniption to be supplied the
ships and paid for at the marker price by bills on the Brinsh gov-
Ermment,
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7t Article,  Officers will be appointed 1o see thar the articles
Mos, 2, 3.4, and 5, are stricsly complied with, and any deviation
o poncompliance an the part of the inhabitants of Alexandria wall
render this treary null and voud,

[ have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient humble
sETVant,

JAMES A: GORDON, Caprare of His Majesty's ship Sea-Horse,
and Sewior Offices of His Majesty's shrps before Alexandria.

To the Couwmetl of the tovert of Alexandria,

Upon the Mayor's receiving them he sent for the meémbers of the Com-
mittee of Vigilance. These terms were borne by one of the ofticers of
Capt. Gordon’s frigate, who scated but ane hour was allowed him o wair
tor a reply 1o them,—Upon their being read by the Mayor and the Com-
imittes, 16 was observed 1o the officer by the Mavor and one of the Com-
mittee, thar it would be impossible thar the Commaon Counal could accede
to several of them—rthat the municipal authority of the wwn had no power
tor pecall the merchandize that had been sent out subsequent oo the 1%9ch
af August.—The reply of the officer was, in that case it would not be
expected,

He was further informed thas ic would noe be in the power of the Com-
mon Council o compel the citizens 1o assist in getting up the sunken
vessels, The officer answered that their salors woaald then do s He was
required to explain what was intended by the term merchandize as used
in the 4th article, He answered thor e was imtended 1o embrace char spe-
cies of merchandize only which was intended tor exporation, such as
Tobacee, Floue, Comon, Bale Goods, &c

The Mayor and one of the Committes requested to know whether the
Commodore intended 1o require a delivery of any more of the merchan-
dize than he could ke sway with him, He answoered i seould no be
required. This explinacion was afterwards recopnized by Capt. Gordon,
With these verbal explanations the preceding terms were submitted to the
Commaon Council, 1t will be here proper to semark. that when these terms
were proposed and submitted o the Commaon Council, Gen, Hungerford
bad not arrived wich his army, sior did it feach the suburbs of the town
untl the night of that day. The town was still without any means of
defence, and it was evidens that so detence could avail, but that species
of force which would be caloulared to drve the sheps frosme thetr moorings.
Mo communicatton had Been received from the officers of the general
government, and the rown appeared o be abandoned wo it fate.—Under
these circumstances the Comman Council could bave no hesstadon as
the comrrse to be pursued, The citizens of the town of all descriptions,
with an immense vilue of property were entirely in the power of the
enemy, whase naval commaonder according o the proclamarion of the
President of the Usited Staves, dared on the firsc of September, has de-
clared his “purpose o be, 1 employ the Torce under his direcrion in -
stroving and laying waste such towns & districts upon the coast as may
ke fonisd assaitable.” & similar declaranion had been made by Capr. Gor-
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don 1o the committer who bore the flag. Apgainse the attack of such an
enemy was the town of Alexandria without any means of defence what-
ever, The people of the rown were ar his mercy, and compelled o vield
ta such terms as the “victor™ might think fit to prescribe, If the members
of the municipal authonty and crizens of the wwn had given loose to
the teelings of indignation which the occasion had excited, and had sac-
riticed the town and exposed their wives and dauphters to the wanton
nsults of an unrestrained encmy, they would have betraved ther trusss
and have deplored the consequences.

The Common Councl therefore were obliged o vield submisdon o
the terms as explained, and did thereupon pass & publish the following

resabiticm:

“Resolved, Thar the Commen Councll of Alexandria, in assents
mg 1o the conditions offered by the commandes of the British
squadron now off the town, has acted from the impulse of ircessible
necessity, and solely from a regard to the welfare of the town, That
it comsiders the assent by ir given as only formal, inasmuch as the
encmy already had it in ther power to enforce 3 compliance with
their demand by a seizure of the property required from as, and
believing the safety of the persons of the inhabitants, of their dwell-
ings, and of such properry as is not comprehended within the re-
quisition, to depend entirely upon the ohsesvance of the terms af
it, the Common Council recommends to the inhabitants an acqui-
escence; at the same time 1t docs expressly disclaim the power of
doing any act on its part ro enforce compliance: its authority in thes
particular being limted to recommendarion only.™

In the exccution of te terms imposed by the encimy it is Proper o SEane
that the verbal explanations made by the officer to the Mayor, were gen
erally adhered to. No merchandize was required 1o be brought back oo
the town. No assistance was required of or offered by the citizens in ger
ting up the sunken vessels. The depredations of the enemy, with a few
exceptions, were confined o flour, cotton and fobacco, which they car.
riedd off in some of the vessels then ar the town; only one vessel was bumt:
may private dwelling was visited or entered in o rode or hostile manner
nor were citizens personally expased to insult,

The loss sustained from the enemy it is believed will not exceed the
following:—rthree ships, three brigs, sevesal bay and river cealt, the num-
ber of which has not been ascertaineds all of which were carried away,
and une ship barnt, The quantity of flour carried away it is believed will
hot exceed sixteen thousand barrels—abour one thowsand hogsheads w-
baceo, one hundred and fifty bales of cotton, and of wine, sugar and
other articles nor more than five thousand dollars woreh,

The Editors of newspapers throughour the United States, are respect:
fully requested o re-publisly the above.
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Washington's Birthnight Ball

Thr: Alexandna Library-Lloyd House recently acquired a copy of
the Massachusetts Centinel, March 17, 1790, in which is reported
the celebration of Washingron's Birthnight Ball ar Mr, Wise's Tavern,
According to Mrs. Dorothy Kabler in The Story of Gadsby's Tavern,
in 1790 Mr. Wise was operating the Bunch of Grapes Tavern on the
nottheast cormer of Cameron and Fairfax Streets. Since it is the earliess
newspaper account of this celebration in Alexandria in the Lloyd House
collection, the editors felt it worthy of inclusion in this issue of Alex-

andria History,

By Saturday Evening's MAILS.

ALEXANDRIA, [WIRGEMIA] FER. T8,

ON Thursday last an elegant Ball was given at Mr, Wise's Tavern,
in commemoration of that auspicions day which gave v the world
the illustrions and beloved FRESIDENT of the Umited States. The com-
pany was numerous and brillane Every hearr expanded with thoswe plea-
surable emorions which the happy occasion naturally inspired. Every
contenange was suffused with joy; Beaury—albwavs powerful—now ar-
raved in universal smiles—shone with unuswaal splendour, Most of the
gentlemen present had been witnesses of the affectionate and pathetick
leave which the Pareioe and the Hero had taken of this town and neigh-
borhood last spring, when called by the unanimous voice of his country-
men o fill the chair of ETLpIre.

In the very room where they were assembled o celebrate the day of
his nariviry, they had seen him labouring with sensations almost wnut-
terable, excited by the necessity of bidding adieu 1o those whom he was
pleased o honour with the appellation of “affectionate friends and kind
neighbours,” Upon this endeanng circumstance they retlected, and will
continue o reflect with peculiar complacency. Long—very long—may
this great and good man live, to receive this annual weibure of the esteem,
the affection, and the veneration of a grateful people!
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Recent Alexandria Studies Available at the
Alexandria Library, Lloyd House

he Alexandria Library has made a major contribution to Alex-

andria historical research by publishing The Amrals of Alexandria,
by William F, Carne, 1832—1909. These annals begin with the arrival
of Capt. John Smith in 1608 and end in 1781, when the first 1own
council had taken charge of the town's affairs from the board of trustees
ot pre-Revolutionary days. T, Michael Miller, who compiled the annals
from many sources, has broughs them into the 19th century by includ-
ing the centennial oration delivered by Mr. Came ar the celebration in
Alexandria on 9 March 1880,

Another notable achievement in rescarch was completed by Mrs.
Connie Ring, Fairfax County Circuit Court Archives. This study lists
real estate transactions in Alexandria between 1749 and the 1790 as
recorded in Fairfax County Circuit Court records and the minutes of
the Alexandria trustees. The study complements a study done by T.
Michael Miller and Jamies Wools titled, Title Search.

A history of the Town of Potomac was prepared by Mr. Robert Cra-
bill, Alexandria Department of Planning and Community Development,
Potomag, bounded by the Jefferson Davis Hwy, Ashby Streer. Com-
monwealth Avenue, and Bellefonte Avenue, was charrered as a town in
1908, and annexed by Alexandria in 1929,

Miller also completed histerical studies of two Alexandnia neighbor-
hoods; Shuter's (Shooter's) Hill and Jones Point. The latter formed the
basis of a local cable television program, a tape of which is also avail-
able for viewing at the Alexandria Library.

The Saga of Shuter's Hill traces its history from its first appearance
in official records as part of 6,000 zcres granted 10 Robert Howson in
1669 to the ground breaking ceremony for the George Washingron Ma-
samic Mational Memorial im 1922,

In Jones Pomt—Haven of History, Mr. Miller traces the history of
the point trom the Margaret Brent land grant in 1654 to the present,

In 1983, the Historic Alexandria Foundation and the Alexandria As-
sociation commissioned an architecrural study of the Alexandria Acad-
emy building by Nathaniel Palmer Neblett, A.LA. The study consists of
an archirecrural study of the building and preservation guidelines.

Finally, Dr. James Munson, wrote his doctoral disserration, Froes
Empire to Commonwealth: Alexandria, Virginia 1749-1780. Dr. Mun-
son traces the development of Alexandnia as a community designed for
the commeraal convenience of the surrounding planters to a rown which
served the needs of and was accountable to its citizens.
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