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The City of Alexandria and Alexandria
(Arlington) County

by William B Hurd*

On 10 Apnl 1606 James 1 gave to Sir Thomas Gares and others, “adventurers
of ard for our Ciey of London,™ a trace of land in America called the firsc
Caolony.™ The London Company made its first setelemene ar James Ciry in 1607,
On 23 May 1609 the London Company was rechartered as the Virginia Compairy,
ard the houndaries of its prant were extended from Point Comifort along the coast
200miles north and sourh, and east and west “from Sea o Sea™ The area added
by the second charter included chat now occupied by Arlingron County and the
ity of Alexandrla

Unuil 1634 burzesses were elected on the basis of hundreds, plantations, and
settlements In 1634 the General Assembly divided the colony into eighe shires,
ot counties, after the practice of England.?

The Virginia county court administered justice, licensed myerns and ferries,
comstructed and mainained bridges and roads, levied tixes, and appointed a
sheriff and other county officers. It wasa plural body, consisting usually of eighr
commissuners, whis were appoinred by the poveémor o serve, withour compensa-
ton, for life, During the Commonwealth Period (1642166 1) the commissioners
were elected by the House of Burgesses, and in 1662 ehe ritle of the office was
chanped to “justice of the peace.” This form of county government survived
virrually intacr unril 18514

The General Assernbly in 16458 authorized the serlement of the north side of
the Rappahannock River and creared the counry of Northumberland, which
included all of Vinzinia between the Rappahannock and Poromac rivers.® In 1653
Wesrmareland Counry was created out of Northumberkand; in 1664 Stafford was
created our of Wesrmorelind; in 1731 Prince William was crested our of
eafford: and on 1 December 1742 Fairfax County was created our of thar parr of
Prince William designazed as Trure Parish and lying north of Bull Run and the
Occoguan.® The first Fairfax County seat was at Spring Fields—aon Freedom Hill,
near Tyson's Comer—and the county court met there in 17437

A rown, named “Alexandsia,” was esmblished at the setdement near the
Hunting Creek tobaceo warchouse by an ace of the General Assembly passed on
11 May 1749, The rowm, o part of Fairfax County, was governed locally by 2 self-
perpecuating board of rustees, which first meron 13 July 17494

In 1752, a5 3 result of a periton by the rovnspeople, the Governor's Council
ordered the Fairfax County seat removed o Alexandrin, The first county court
held ar Alexandria met on 3 May 1752

* vt biain B Hird has lived in Alexandria sinoe 1950, He is president of the Alexanaria Library
Company (chartered in 179%) and a former president of the Alexandria Assaciarion and
Alexandris Hisrorical Saciesy.
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On 4 October 1779 the General Assembly passed “An Act for incomporating
the town of Alexandra® This ace provided for o 12-member elected commuon
council, which selecved from among its members 5 muwyor, & feconder, and T
alderman. The council met az a body for legielarive masters; the miyor, recorder,
and aldermen were justioes of the peace and st as the oo of hustings, with both
criminal and civil jurisdiction. The new povernment ook office on 9 March
1780."" The 1779 charrer remained in effect uneil 1504.

In 1762, the original rowrechip having been filled up, the General Assembly had
addied rhe equivalent of some 14 ciry blocks to the own of Alexandna In 1779
the roan boundaries were spin enlarged o include lots * adjoining thereto which
have been mmid are improved,” and in 1 7% and 1797 they were entended <o thar
they ran along the line thar had been surveved for the federal districr from the
river to West Sereer; then norch, abour one-Mock west of West Streer, o
Maomtpomery Street; then east, about one-half Block north of Montpomerny Sareet,
o the Poromae,!!

Meantime, under section 8 of Anicle | of the Consitution and rthe
congressional pers of 16 July 1790 and ¥ March 1791, the federal disericr
boundaries had been surveyed. and the cession of a portion of Vingings 1o the
United Stares for the purpode of esmblishing that distrier was awairing forrmal
action by the Congress 1o exvend its junsdiction over the ceded arca? In
antletpation of this, the Oeneral Assembly on 4 December 1T8Y divected thar the
Foirfax Coonity et be monced to s present site a6 soon 55 5 nw coulthouse cinild
be huilt, The Fairfax County court met in the new courthonse in 100

1801-1547

The Vieginia act of cession, passed 3 December 1789, provided thar “the
jurisdiction of the laws of this commonwealth, . shall not cease or determine,
until the Congress, having accepred such cesion, shall by law provide for the
aovernment thereof under thelr juriadicelon. ..M This condition was met on 27
February 1801, when the president approved “An Acr concerning the Dismrict of
Columbin '
The 1801 ucr, insofer as it directly affected bocal government in the Virginia
portion of the Disrrict of Columbila, provided:
® That the lnws of Virginia, 0s they then sood, would continue i effect.
® For the crearion of Alexandria Counry, the sear of which would be st the town
af Alexandria

® For s circyit coure of the Digrrice of Columdia, wehich would hold four sesions
annually In Alexandria County, and from which appeals would be taken
directly to the LS. Supreme Court.

The only significant chenges in the county povernment were those relating o
the judiciary and the appointment of the justices of the peace constituring it
governing body by the president rather than by the governor of Virginia,

The town convinued under its Virginia charter umnl s congressional charter was
approved on 25 February 180478 This charver eliminated the offices of recorder
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and zlderman and provided for a common council of 16 members elected from
four wards. The council elected the mayor until 7 February 1843, when the
charter was amended ro provide for direct election.!?

The years between 1801 and 1847 were not happy ones for Alexandria—town
or country. The town, particularly, had welcomed its inclusion in the new federal
district because it felt that it would share in the financial, commercial, and
industrial growth that the examples of Europe showed came to a nation's capital,

The townspeople, and those in what was called the “country portion” of the
county were soon disillusioned. The 1801 act disenfranchised them in national
elections and failed to provide cither for a territorial government or for
representation in the Congress. A prohibition in the 1791 act against the erection
of public buildings for the central government south of the Poromac, the
dislacarion of trade patterns following the War of 1812, and a commercial rivalry
between the towns of Alexandria and Georgetown that seemed always 1o be
decided in favor of the latter by the executive and legislative branches of the
government, doomed Alexandria’s economic aspirations.

Repeatedly after 1801 Alexandria sough is return 1o Virginia. Finally, on 2
February 1846, the General Assembly passed “An Act accepting by the Sare of
Virginiz, the County of Alexandsia, in the Districe of Columbia, when the same shall
be teceded by the Congress of the United Stares. ! The Congress agreed to do this
by “An Act to retrocede the Counry of Alexandria, in the Dissrict of Columbia, to
the Stace of Virginia," approved 9 July 184617

Pursuant to the ace of 9 July 1846, a referendum was held ar Alexandria on |
and 7 September 1846. The vote was 763 for recession, 222 against.® The
principal opposition came from the country portion of the county, where an
influx of farmers from the northern states had changed the earlier agriculraral
parterns and brought a substantial degree of local prosperity.

On 13 March 1847 the General Assembly vored to extend the jurisdiction of
the State of Virginia over Alexandria County.?! This was done after lengthy
debare, in which the bill was opposed by members from the western counties, who
saw in it & further unbalancing of the political relationships between the old
tidewater aristocracy and the new western sertlements.

An underhying, but marely publicly expressed, issue was thar of slavery. As fus
farmer mrade declined, the tewn of Alexandria had become s major slave mading
center. Alexandria town and eastern Virginta interesrs were concerned thae the
sdave trade would be sholished in the Disrice of Columbia—as it was by the
Compromise of |850—and rhar Alexandria, as part of the diserice, would not only
lose a major economic activity but would also become a mecca for runaway
glaves. i

1847-1869

The act of 13 March 1847, which was effective 20 March, created the county of
Alexandria in Virginia and designated the rown of Alexandria as the county sear.

Provision was made for cours, representation in the General Assembly and the
Congress, the assessment and collection of txes, and the formation of the 175th
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militin regiment. The legistative and judicial powers of the county were vested ing
county oot consisting of 13 justices of the peace, o be appointed by the
povernar, as was stifl the Vinginta procrice. The act continued in effect the rown
charter of 1804,

In the compromise leading to the final passage of this acr, Alexandria County,
ar the msisence of the western counties, was to share a delegate wirth Fairfux
County.® In the following yesr, however, Alexandtis County elected its own
delegare, who was seated under an acr passed 19 March | 8487

Under the Virginia constiturion of 1851 the office of justice of the peace
became elective, as did those of officialy formerly appointed by the county
court.” On 4 August 1857 a new Alexanidria charter became effective.™ The
towt becume the City of Alexandria, with 0 common counctl and board of
sldermen in place of the unicomeral council provided forin the 1804 charrer. The
ciry’s northern houndary was extended abour 300 feer, 10 what & now Second
Street. In the fellowing year the boundary was agnin exrended, 1o include an area
10 the west bounded by the old Disrict of Columbia line, Hooff's Run, and
Camerom Stzeer, 77

In 1858 the ciry's southern boundary was extended to Inclinde the land
hetween the ofd Disericr of Cabumbas bovndaey on the nerh, Hoofs Run on the
west, and Munting Creek on thie south® In 1865 the resrored sovernment (see
balow) redefined the city boundasies o exelude this area2® It disd not pgain
become a pare of the city unedl it was annexed from Fairtax County = 1915

Alexandrin Counry was occupled by federal rmoops on 24 May 1861 —the day
follkonwing the referendum on the Vinginia ordinance of secensdon. Alexandria had
voted 958 for secession, 48 against, For four years of war, Aleandmna was s major
supply, transportation, and hospital center wnd a stagging srea for the Union forces.
operating in castern Vinginia. During the occuparion, the local governments
continued in heing, but many of thetr functions were mken over by the military
govesnment. The office of mifitary governor of Alexandrin was abolished on 7
July 1863,%

In Auguse 1863, following the admision of Wese Vieginia a8 a sure, the
Restored Government of Virginia, representing the seven Virginin counties
under federal contral, moved from Wheeling o Almandria. On 27 February
1865 the restored government enacted a new Alesandria city charrer, providing
for an unicameral council of 16 membens and an elecred mayor.!! The city
government was returned to its pre- 1865 form by the Virginia legislanire inan act
of 25 January 1866, which was effecrive & March 1866 after a referendum, ™

18701893

The Virginta constivution of 1869 and the legistation that followed iv in 1870
made profound changes in local povermnment in Virginia, !
® The plural county courrs, composed of justices of the peace who had both

judicial and administrarive functions, were abolished.
® County court judges, whose funcrions were to be primarily judicial, were to be

elected by the legislarure,
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® Coonty adminisrrative functions were 1o be performed by o board of
supervisors, copatsting of the supervisom of townships.

® Each county was 10 be divided o not less than three townships, each of
which would elect o supervisor, commbssioner of eoads, wssessor, and other
afficers. The townahip board constsred of the supervisor, commissioner of
rosds, and ascusor

® A rowmship was nof o inclode ary part of 2 city lhaving & separsie orsancaton
of & population of 5,000 or more. Thus, for the firss nme, Vingins cities were
excluded from rhe rervitory of any couney. ™

On 26 May 1870 city residents did niv vore for che newly-elecred cooney
officers, and in Aygust the county board made two separate tax levies for the yenr
| B70—ame for the year op to May | 1o cover expenses “for which the whole
county is chargeable,” and anmbet for the perlod bepinning May 1 for “rhe
country portion of the counoy. ™

The county seat remamed i the City oo Alexandria unnil 16 NMoveniber 1808,
when a new courthouse st Fort Myer Helghts was dedicated, ™ It was neic unril
1920 thar Alexandris County was renamed *Adingron Counry. "'

The nftﬂ:inpm-'nr of the Virgimia independent cley had o mapor effect upon the
eitensdon of city houndaries to accommaodate urban sroweh, Previoasly, 4 ciry
could annes withiout the county losing the annexed sres, its popelation, or
taxable propery. After 186% a county kst all three of these,

In 1904, o5 & resubt of 3 bar ageinst spectal annevarion bows in the 1902
constitmtion, the General Assembly established 2 modicial procedure foe adjuszing
municipal boundaries. '® Since the passage of thar act, Alexandria has participared
siccessfully in threw annexation sais,

On T April 1915 the ciry annexed some 500 peres feom Alexandrin Couney and
450 acres from Fairfax Couney. ™ The evidence showed rhat Alexandria was the
most densely-sentled city in Virginia, and that many esential facilities, including
its high schoal, had 10 e bocared ourside the ciry boundaries. The new boundary
extended the Second Street boundary to Braddock Road, then ran southwesterly
it Janmey's Lane pnd southesscerly to Roberte Lane and Hunting Creeke

On 31 December 1929 the city annesed from Alringron. County all of i
terrirory lying south of Four Mile Run, including the town of Fotomac. 4 In the
srme proceeding the city annexed from Fairfax County the territory west 1o
Quaker Lane, Following the 1929 annexation the Genetal Assembly forbade the
annexation of any portion of a county having bess than 30 square miles enless the
coumty as 3 whole was annexed ¥ Adlingron alone mer this description.

On 31 December 1951 the cry annexed from Fairfax County the area ling
generally berween Quaker Lane and the present ciry limits 1o the wess ™ A
petition for the annexatbon of the sourthern part of Fairfax County was withdrawn
by the ity in 19627 Subsequently Adingron and Fairfax counties and the ciey
have agreed on minor boundary adjustments in the King Street- Braddock Raad-
Quaker Lane ares and along the Beloway,

The county government changed but little after 1874, when the townships
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were repliced by magisterial districes, until 1912, when the Genersl Assembly
suthorized the hourds of supervisors in counties having more than 300
inhabirants 3 square mile to exercise the ame powers as city councls ™ An
amendment 1o the Virginin constiturion i 1928 permitted counties with more
than 300 inhabizants 3 square mibe 10 sdopt by referendum cither a modified
commission plan of o county manager plan.® On 4 November 193 the county
veted 1o adopt the county manager plan, with a five-member board electad ar
large. The plan was effective 1 January 1932.%9%

O 4 October 1921 the city adopeed the council-manager plan, with a five
member council elected at large and the mayor selecred by couneil from among ies
members. The first council under this plan took office 1 Seprember 192297 4
new city charrer in 1932 enbarged the council 1o nine members, of which s were
elected by wards and three st large, The mayor was the ar-larnge member receiving
the highesr number of vores. ™ There was a peneral chaner revision in 1950 in
which the council-munager form was rerained, with o seven-member coundil
elected ar lange, which would choose one of its members toserve ss mayor.# On 3
March 1956 the city charer was amended to privide thar the mayor, while
remaiming n member of council, would be elecred separately from the other six
members
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Olney Winsor, Merchant

by Elizabeth Hambleton®

Alexarddria Sepr. 2nd 1786
My Dear,

This will inform you of my safe arrival in chis Town lasr Evening abour 4 oClock,
in good healdh. . . .

On o areival here we weee very Politely eeceived by Messs - [Jobn| Muremy,
[Edward K.] Thompsan and ather northem: acquaintances and introduced o 4
number of Gentlenen of the Town, T have been here so short g time thae T ean sy
Little of the Mlace—ir appears to be fourishing, manny new Buildings woing up—
Wharves filling our, and other marksof profitable Business—There are several Lorrs
that we have to ser our Sote on— have nor ver viewed them—zhall do it this day or
Monday and fix on the spor, in order popet the Store up as soon 2 posshle .,

Our sequaincance here are very healthy ond there iz no complaine or appestance
of Sickliness here and that i uncommon in all places. . . .

voiir ever Coneeant and affecdonate Hushand

O, Winsor!

So wrote Olney Winsor in the firse of a series of lecrers 1o his wife Hope back ar
their home in Providence, Bhode Island, Olney, bom in thac cityabour 1752, was
the fourth son of Samuel and Lydia Qlney Winsor. Mothing is known shour his
early life, but he muschave had good schooling, ar beast in grammar, penmanship,
and literature, as shown by his well-written lesters.

He and his first wife, Freelove Waterman, had four childeen, of whom Mancy,
alone survived infancy, Afrer Freelove died, Olney married Hope Thurber, whom
he sometimes addressed as Hopee. Besides Nancy, they rmised a nephew, Charles,
az one of their own,

In Providence, Winsor worked in a store owned by John Jenckes, father of
John, Joseph, Crawford, and Scotr, all of whom visied Alexandria at one time or
another Joseph, then 22, and Olney, about 34, were dispatched to Alexandria ta
seart & branch of the family business, sailing on the Sloop Sisan, Caprain Samuel
Packard.?

They found lodgings ar Mr. John Shor's boarding house,” which Winsor
described on 7 Septemben

.- he has from B to 12 Boarders of us from Providence {viz) In® Murray, Edw.”
K. Thompson, James Murray, Jeseph Jenckes, Thomas Foperson, John Wheaton
and vour humble Zervant—rthe other Boarders ar present are M. Williany MeWhir,
whiv 15 Master ot the Academy in this Teon,® he is from Ireland. has had the small

Pox wery badly and has many Iorge and rough Features which distinguish thar

Mation—=but he is 5 very sensible well bred Mann, and 3 very spreable and witty

Companion—And Mr. Joshus Merrpminn, 8 Young Gentleman from Baltinsore who
* Blizabeth Hambleton edited YWalume | of Aleindnia Histors and Alesanednn; o Compsie Hizors

(Alewandriz, War Alewandrin Bicentermial Commission, 19751 She s & direceor of the
Alessndria Hisronicsl Sociery and a member of the Abeszndrin Anchealopical Commissian.
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keeps a Book Store here ' —We are very well Boarded—1 breakfast on Coffer—

Dme on Mests—Sup on Tei or Milk, moss generally the losier—we have small Begr

ot all i — I hurve been os well since | have becn here as | ever was momy Life, and

an fudly conwinced want of Cire and atiention i the foundation of the Fevers and

Agves which some time prevall bere—they do vt mow prevail, oot Conpary of

Boarders in general are more Fleshy than | ever knew them. . .

In the same lereer he added, “We have hired a good Lot, und [ now spend my
time adays in gerting ready to raise our Store,. .. and on | Ocrober he wrose, ' We
have pot our Store in good forwardness, and hope 10 have it m readiness to
receive Cape.® Whezton's Cargo, who expect m about 10 days,—and the prospect
remaing goosd of doing Business to advaneage, with proper application in which
hope we whall not be wanting,”

The mansuction is described tn an indenture of 5 October 1 786 benween John
Froperald and his wife, and John Jenckes, Olney Winsor, Joseph Jenckes, and
Crawford Jenches, tn which the four parmnen, o of thaem bn abrentia, lessed the
porcel of ground at the southeast comer of King and Witer [now Lee] srreers,
stretching 40 feer & inches eastward on King Street and 76 feet 6 inches south
slong Water Sereer, “rhe same being a part of the Wharf made by him the sid
John Fitzgerald or joining 1o or parsof that Lot of sround described in the plan of
sald Town by Mo 11 ... " Annal rentwas ro be "2024 Spanish milled Dollars ar
six shillings cach or the value thereof in half Johannes's weighing nine penny
webghr ot forty efght shillings cach, or in any other Oald and Silver Coins
according 10 those Rares and Values™

Caprain Samuel Wheaton arrived on § October in the briganting Absalonig
from Surinam,” and by 17 October they had launched their enterprise and had
made “very good Sales of the Brig* Cargo. . Mr: Jenckes and myself harmonious
excecdingly in our business, which is a great sansfaction,” Captain Whearon and
Caprain Samuel Packard scem ra have been the chief provisioners of the store,
and they carrled various cargoes back 1o Providence. Olney Winsor ofeen semt
merchandise to bis wife—a barrel of flour, half 3 dozen orsnges, cracker, linens,
and cambrics, ind always mail. Letters in those days wene by stage or by any ship
that happened m be headed in the right direction. Due 1o the dangers of
shipwreck ar seizure by enemy ships, mail delivery was uncertain, and It was
customary fo send coples of betrers by separate means of transpormtion. Winsor
olren sent & srmmary of hiv lase lenes jus tn case they had noe arrived,

On 9 December 1786 Olney wrote .0 Hope, =1 have begun o lodge in the
Srore,” ond two days ber, “Mr Jenckes and myielf this day began ro breskfist and
supin the Store and have concluded to entange our Bed and lisdge mogether during
the cold Season. | will assure you it is more agreable 1o lodge and board where our
business . . . .We have a lad. . .who now Cooks for us . . " They also acquired a
dog. " The sore is described n larer advertisements 35 3 *Large and Commadious
Store and Dwelling House,” and as™a rwo-story Frame Buflding, the upper part of

which s divided into four rooms. . . "
Business evidently prospered, and, on 29 October 1789, lenckes and Winsor

rented another piece of land from John Fitzperald, described in an indenture of




that date py stretching along the eass side of Water Streer from o point 76 feet 6
inches south of King Street southward for 40 feet o an afley 20 feet wide, then
vastward along the alley 40 feer 6 inches, The rent for this land, which adjcined
the store, was 60 Spanish milled dollars, or the value thereof in half Johanneses,
or the equivalent in other currencies. Both pieces of property were leased in the
names of John, Joseph, and Crawford Jenckes, and Olney Winsor, but sometime
in 1789 Crawford Jenckes died. In an indenture of 28 Qctober Jobin Firzgerald
returned 60 dollars of the rent of the cormer properoy o “the heirs of
lenckes,"?

Jenckes and Winsor Con traded in wharever poods arrived in their cargo ships
or other ships coming from the West Indies, Europe, or ports on the eastemn
seaboard, "We have 1 pood Srore of the Goods thar we have, especially West
Indian goods sell very well.” Thelr first advertisement appeared in the Virginia
Jowmal and Alexandria Advertiser on 19 Aprll 1787 and ean for o few issues
thiereafter:

TO BE S0OLD
fenckes, Winsor and Company

Ar thelr store ar the foot of King Street in Abesandria, by wholesale and retail, on
the Towest terms, for cash or counmmy produce,

Museeyado and Loaf Supgar Stone lime,
Cofes, Cheese,
Chocolae, Winepar,

Dk and Cordage
Acspall assermmene of EURDTEAR GORODE, smoeng which are Lusrings, Muslins,
Cambricks and Lawns:
Alsey, o few New-England POTATOES for feed or family use.

In one letrer Winsor informed Hope that * printing Paper is very scarce here
and I think will sell readily—The Paper in this Town is printed on Demay, which
oenerally sefls @ 12/ [shillings] km

Crown for Pamphlers ere, 10 km

Cotron and Linner Rags 1o be had @ 12/pér 100 weight

The greater part of each letter char Winsor wrote to his wife concerns his family
and their welfare, but occasional remarks give us snarches of life and events in
Alexandria.

%, . finding there were no Barber's Shops here, but that Barbers visived their
Customers, for which they charge o high price, and it is very inconvenient, L have
ot my Ear Locks cur off, and stand my own Barber, in which | succeed tolerably
well™

"There are here a Church, Prisbyterian and Quaker's Meering. .. .1 have rakena
Bear in Mr, Short's Pew in the Prishyrerian, which [ have regularly filled the nao
Sundays | have been here, . "

“Arrended Meeting and heard 2 good Discourse by Mr, [lssac Stockron] Keith
on the Prodigal Son. ., " but feeble stare of Health and general formalicy renders
his discourses void of that Animation w- " 1 think adds greatly to Clerical Orarory,
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aned tends o impres the importance of the Subjest on the Minds of the
Hearirs. , ...

“On Thursday 1 artended Friends Meeting by pareicular request from some of
my acquaintance of thar Sociery, had pwo Speakers, both in Perdcoars—the
Subject, Momlity and adherence to Profession. . . "

“This day Me. John Joseph Hevdick, a nacive of Germany, son of a Jewdsh High
Preist, who was lately himself 3 Jewish Rabbi, hue now converted to Christianiny,
dined with us, and this Evening a Sermon ar Mr. Keith's Meeting, he isbound inre
the back County to preach to the Indians"

“Mr. Jenckes is introduced o 8 very agreable Circle of Male and female
seguaintance here, which renders it very probable dhar be wdll spend his time
agreably. .. We are treated very well by the People in generl. .

“. .. the Girls do noe show the effects of Hommini here now, because of the
Scarcity of Comn this Summer | suppose-—1 have norseen anyehing made our of
ndian Meal since 1 left home, . .."

"Tomorrow the Alexandria Baces commence, the Town B already crowded
with people from:all the Country round—this is a favorice diversion in rthe
Counery, .. ."

“Last Evening there was an elegant Ball in this Town, being the anniversary of
General Washington's birth—no less than fifty Ladies elegantly dressed graced
the Ball Boom, tho' the mud in our intolerable Soreets, was up to the Knees in
Shoes [rather Boors) and Sﬂh]ck:r@s.

“Mr. Jenckes arrended —says the Ball was agreable for one so numerous—he
has formed considerable acguaintance with the Ladies, who are very agrenble, bur
in general they mlk racher roo broad Irish for him,"

*This betng the annual Election of Mayor, Aldermen and Common Couneil
for this Town, Mr. Jenckes and myself were pressingly called on by our Friends to
give aur Vores, oot of Complaisance we went to the Courr House and exercized

thar privilege; thus you see we are considered Alexandrians.”
*. . .the great quanrity of Rain which has fallen has made the Streets almost

impassable—The ground in general is a red loamey clay, below which is a hard
clay, that forms a Pan, to hold the Warer on the Top of the ground—bur oz it is
easyly wet,.so it dries surpriseingly whenever the Sun opens and the notherly
Wind prevails—I forgor to rell you thar we have a great plenty of Musketoes, and
that they are very tronblesome in the Warm Nighrs,"

*1 have paid the greatest artention to my Health since T have been here thar [
ever did,. . . indeed it is very healthy here—1 have nor seen @ Funeral since my
arrival."”

But a few months later he wrore;

My Dear, vou have heard of Funenals being arended by an invited Guest, and that
after rerurning from intering the deceased, they ure highly reated with the best of
liquors,
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Hete this improper, not to say indecent, Custom prevails; among the higher Banks,
and many of the Guests are Frequently almaose as insersible before chey quir the
hese, as eheir deposited friend — Amoig the bower classes they use almose as lieske
ceremaony & they would on the death of any commion domessic animal —if the poor
deceased lappens v be o sranger, perhaps a few hunsane persons will contribute to
purchase him & rough Coffin and o detray the expenze of interment— arhepwise
perhaps they may lie baoor three days before authority interféres, in which case the
Corps is pucom @ Droy and drove off by rwo or three dronken Draymen, with as
rich nolse and as lictle concern s tho they had 2 puncheon of Bom on their Dy,

On March 2, 1787 he wrote on another subject:

This afrernoon we had 3 humiliting spectacle presented o view—Seven women of
easy virtue, charged with keeping bad houses erc, tied onoa Dray, or Truck and
drapged dhrough the Srreers, by o birge concesse of Boys, arended by a numerous
train of Spectuters of all manks—they have o custom here of ducking these
characrers,—the Ducking Chalr, was prepared and i was expected rhar these poor
ohjects would have urdergone, that warry trial; but it was said thar several of them
were prepnant, which prevented it—However crimingl these poor miserble
wrerches were, it could not bur excire pity inon human mind o see them thas
exposed.—

Persons whe reside in Mew England and are sccustomed o see the smarr well
dressed Femoles in the lower orders of e, have not adegquate Idea of the
appearance those orders make here,-=In the midst of Winter, withour 8 Shoe or
Srocking o their feet, ot other clothing sufficient to hide their nakedness, part of
their dnily business is mo carry Warer from the River in larpe Tubs on their heads—1
think any Man mighe be well excused for living o Batchelor all his daysif these were
all the Females he was to see,

A hine of rouble appeared in Wirsor's lemter of 12 Movember 1786, 1
mentioned in my last that | expected to atrend the Trial of the Brig.® [brigantine
Abselonia] at Williamsburgh. 1 propose o set off for there in the Stge next
Tuesday moming—her Trial is o be the Monday after—1 dread the long and
tedious Journey, and the more disagreable Business. On my return 1 will wrice you
the first Conveyance and inform you how the Brg® and Cargo stands .. 7 And
on the 2Tth, “The Brig.® tryal is put off to 16th January next, in order to obrain
Capt.” Wheatons Evidence in the Case, .. "

The “long and redious Journey” is described in his lemer of 5 December:

Oin Monday Evening (13th Mow ) abour 10 ollock Mr Jenches walred on me o
Lomax"s Tavem, where | wenr 1o lodige in order to be ready for the Smge m the
Morning' *—ar 4 oClock the Srage ser off, in which was Mr. Lyon, of Balimore, and
Mr. Rice of Mew Odeans and mvielf, 2t & oClock arrived st Coleheser; o small
village situated on Aquagon Creek 17 miles from Alexandrin—hbreakfasted,
derained almost an hour in passing the Fecry, which is shour one cighth of 5 Mile
wide, about 10 0Clock passed through Dumfries siomate om a Creek of the same
name, 10 Miles from Colchester, it s Boorishing licke Town containing a few
handsome buildings and considerable number of Inhabitants who appear to be
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industricas in business—there (58 large Tobaveo house here—their houses are Hee
Center of business in thes Country—dined ac Sanford Courr House, at half afeer 4
oClock passed through Faleoweh, o small village sitested on the East side of the
Bappahannaock. where are lanpe Tobacco houses, passed the River at the Rope Ferry
and arrived ar Frederickshorgh at sbouwt § 0Clock, where we put up for the night
having rode 52 Miles. . . .

Samurday Morning 7 oClock (Nov. 18th) took Smge for Williamshurg—Dined ar
Birds aboue 3 0Clock and ar 5 oClock arrived at Willismsburg, being 60 Miles from
Richmond. |, .,

Mothing more is said abour the situation of the belgantine until 17 December:

We have caleulnced char the Goods thar we saved oue of the Brig® will ferch ws about
six Thowusand Dollars incheding the Cocoa and Corron sent home—we have sold ra
the amoune of ehour four Thousand, six bundred and fifty Dollars of then, for the
Cash in hand and shall doubtless sell the principal parre of the remainder in a shore
time. . yow say that we have ro eflecr that the vessel was nior losr ar e, with the
Tivesof the Seapren—T muse say thar Teel more momified ar tse loss than [ should o
have lost the mme Sum at Sea, providing no lives were bost—this is granting it
eventually 1o be & loss, which T hope & will nor—1 think maose probably that [ am
cienaured by my Friends, whao are bur partlally informed—. . 1 chink you must be
convinced that we complied 1o the General Cussom of the place in the Entry, and
thiat it was a particular unbiscky rime thar subjected us 1o the Misfortune— On Cape.”
Packard arrival, we entesed fully to the minutest article, expecring thar the Searcher
woatld examin eritically==hur he has not been abward Inat onee and then did not see
Capr.” Packard or the Permir—thus vou see bow things chb and flow, we could have
safely run half the Sloops Cargn, bue shall vun no maose Risques of that kind. , .

This descriprion provides a hing as to why the brigantine was on trial. As early as
1671 a customs officer had been appointed to collecr duties from merchane ships
plying the Potomac River. And in 1779 Alexandrin was made a Part of Entey by
the General Assembly. with a customs officer responsible for collesting duties on
bath sides of the river, Permirs describing ships and their cargoes were lssued o
merchans who shipped goods in ar our of Maryland or Virginga, and bonds were
vequired to see that they adhered o the descriprion on the permit and o the strice
regulations of the pored?

Many merchants mied 1o evade these cantrols and duties, and the cuskoemns
scarchers constantly had their hands full Congress, in 1789, finally closed the
existing collections offices and creared the LS. Costoms Service of the Poromac,
with five disericts in Maryland and Virginia, bur smuggling was never completely
arapped.

On 18 Januvary 1787 Winsor wrote again abour the trial

Yau sy you ate displeased with Alexandria on acenunt of the Rigor with which we
bave been treated. . . be assured thar the People in Alexandria in general {the
Searcher and his particular connections excepred) are friendly o ws, and think the
proceedings severe, [ have been mreared polirely ar this place by the officers of the
Admiralty Courr, bur by the influence of the Judpe Advocate Capr.® Whearon's
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deposition was repected s Brdence— on whick we proped 3 Conmmesnce, m onler
that the Cape™ may have time to appear in peron, which was ganeed. . . .
lexpect to get the Brig " into possession by giving Bond for her Appraisement and to
be paid if should be Grally condemned, snd if not o be void. By this you see, we
must have another lourmey for Trial, which Dintend v endeavar ro pes Mr, Jenckes
i0 amend with Capt.” Whenten .,

The fnal word on the brigantine came on 23 March, “I mer Capt.® Wheaton ar
Williamsburg the 14th Inse. the Trial of the Brig. came on Friday | 6th and she was
condemned with 24 826 Tbe. Sugar and 1133 Ihe Coffee—altho’ the Beig®
conidemned we have had refunded to us sbout three Thousand pounds of Caffee
which has been retained ever since the Setzure of the Brig.*—rthe Sale of the Sugar
andd Coffee is to be on Sth April—hope to purchase in ro advantage. | went down
with considerable confidence of recovering our Properry, buras | am disappointed |
submit with foritude,”

On 6 April™. . . the Sale of the Brig.” Cango came on yesterday, ot weo'™ | arood
principal Bidder and boughe in all the Sugar excepr two Barrels, which the
Searcher had rhe audncity ro purchase—rhis made the Winsar Blood boil and ir
displayed irself as much s | thought prudent—The Sugar overmged us 2376 per
Cwt, and the Coffee @ 9% per b, We have made Sale o near £100—, |, the
principal Inhabitants of this rown exerred themselves ro prevent any persons
bidding on ws. for which | feel very thankfull. . . .

For some rime Cney had been wriring 1o Hope thar as soon as the matrer of the
brigantine was settled, he would be coming home. Mo lerrers are svarlable after
this last one of 6 April 1 787 entil 4 January 1 788, so it may be assumed thar he
teturned to Providence ar chat rime. His first bong lerter of @ fanuary describes the
journey back ro Alexandria:

My Dear,

You doubtles secollece that it wae on Friday the 7th of Dec.’ thar | left home, we

wrrived in Dhinch lsdand harbous shar Evesing. . . .[He then describes i detail the

vichaitdes of the weyage. the gals winds that blew them off oo, deiting in the

Crulf Seream. and skirving the sboals of Cape Haniraa ] Eorly on Tucwubsy Moming,

Mew Yeurs day, was favoored with 2 S W, wind which browghe us inso the Poweomac

about Sunrise, soon plter which Capr.” [Benjamin] Wheanon and myself ot into

Pilot Boar,"® in arder 1o o into Yeocomico Creek to make Entry of the Brig® we
hadd with us ome of our own Pecple and & boy belonging to the Boar o marage her
T homever the oy, may justly be seid to/be o “stpid css " for altho, he hod heen or
the Oifice terice hefose in ren days past, he camied us up the wrong besnch of the

Creek rwo or theoe Milo and then declared rhas “he was 5 dog if be knew whees he

war . b mo fire bt st i thie Hold of the Boas, where they bumi pirch

Wood. which produced » Smscuk almasz as dismal o thar described re imue from the

'é:m:iln Gub™—you will fudge that he now received "more Cunes than

ippers’™. L .,

o« sralled on the Boy 1o give ue 2 Freakfast of warm Chocolare—he proceeded 1o

wieh his lorge (only} Iron Pot snd vo bodl 6 sisimble Quantiny—when ready we called
for Cups and Dishes, but weve informed thar there were none aboard —he then
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produced rwo Spoons, which would nar seflect the Visape, and paraded che Por in
the small Bunck of a Cabin—we each took his Spoon and laded our a good quaniry
of Warm Chocnlare, which relished equal wo the mast elezint Repast—ar Dinner
had gond Beef amd Bacon—Stood in up the River all day.. and ar 5 oClock came up
with the Brig.® at anchor, neady opposire Port Tobacco— M marning st daylighe
poe underway again . The distance we now were froms this Town rendered i vETY
duubefull whether the Brig. would ger up in the course of the day, and heing very
anxinus 1 give information of aur Arrivals by next davs poer induced Capr.®
Wheaton and myself again vo embark in the Pilot Boat, the swi fress of which Bailing
rendered our arrival ar Town very probable—fomunately we arrived abaur 5
aClock and very unexpectedly the Brip.” between 9 and 10— 1If she had o xrrived
thar Evenima, she would have sopped in the Iee, which made rpsdly in the River the
next day, sind the siccceding nighe closed It intirely, even 5o hurd thar it has been
crissed with Hories for some days Frast . - ..

Our Connparsy was so [arse that the Passape was rather uncomfortible—we diverted
curselves-frequently in Palmody, as some on board had some small kavowlede of
thae At and a few Nores were on board—1 regretted leaving mine at honye— Please
besrward me Billing's Books, and manuseripe Mores that vour will find with chem, by
the first Warer Conveyanie. . . 1%

Business 15 very dull, and great complaint of scareity of Casks—~hope to pee the Brig.
away early i February. . . .Our River continoes intirely shot, . . .

In anothes letter thar summarized the vovage, he ended, *T have been cordiaily
received by all Friends, who flock’d to the Store to see me on my arrival, " Mo
lieng after he reported thar:

-..om the Evening of Tuesday the 224 [of January] inss. we had an alarming Fire in
Town, it caught in 3 Brewery, w.<h ¢ destroyed opether with o House and Srope
adjoining, all belonging o Mr. [Andrew] Wales?®—the nearest part of these
buildings was nor more than 150 feet from our Store, bur formunarely the Wind
which was small drove the flames from us—we made the NeCcEssATy armngs metts to
secure ourselves i 2 shife of Wind had mken place, by having Warer in the Store.
My Dear, please 10 send my Fire Bags and Bucketrs by the fist Vessel—[ msay he
berter prepared in case of & repetition of the Callmity—Mr, Wales busildings are
Srome and Brick, orherwise the Fire andoulstably [would] have exended much
fartheer for many buildings were very near to leward, |, . With my Buckers and Baps
please to send one Sheer of the Printed Articles of our Fire Sacisty.
A year before he had commented on the fire fighring situarion in Williamsburg
i his letter of 17 January 1787; “Last Monday Moming Week ahout ane third of
the City of Richmonad was destraved by fire—rhe pare burse was the richest and
best Houses and Srores, great properry was lost.— Last right about | oClock this
Town was alarmed with the Cry of Fire—1 proceeded 1o the fire and exerted
myself to extinguish it and preserve property—continued out undll about 4
oClock,. . .three Houses only were destroved, two of which could easily been
saved, had they had any Fire implyments—but they had no Engine, Hooks, or
anything suirable for the Occasion,”
Winsor's buckets and bags arrived i April 1788, and shortly after thar he
foined the Relief Sociery of Alexandria, one of the several fire companies in the
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ciry. In the minutes of that society, prohably for o meering thar year, the following
resolution appears: “Resolved thar whereas Mr. Clney Winsor having lost his
bags, Me. John Murray having lost Mr. Obadiah Bowen's buckets and one of his
own bags at the time and place above mentioned, and the above pentlemen
having reporred the same to the clerk within the time limited for doing so; thar the
Treasurer is here by authorized ro fumish them the money to replace mame. ™

The social life of Alexandria continued apace, and Olney often weote of
invitations to dine or drink tea:

Mr. Thomas Porcer ane of our New England Friends was married o Miss Sally
Famsay about six wecks past. [ dined wirh them the day after wedding.

Cryr family |Edward Thompson and his brother, Joseph Jenckes and orher chose
friends] dines with Mz Murmray—on Rost Beef and Tongues.

Just received # Biller from Miss.® Rogerson and Dabmey mo dine with them, bur the
previous engagement to M. Bowen would nocadmit. Thos you see we Yankeys live
sociably

I mentioned to you ket Evening thar | was vo drink Tea with the Ladies: .. L called on
Mr, Bowen and we paraded ourselves ar Mo, Murmy's where we found Mrs, and
Miss Swoope, Mrs and Miss Fleming and the ron Mise* Mollenachans, after being
inteoduced, o comsidernble Chat took place—Mise Swoope being rather given
tacicurnity in large Companies, ook no considerable parr—Ihelieve | have told you
that shie was nor handeom in the Face, her fguee 4 elegant and her manner easy, for
further particulars of her enguize of Jos Jenckes or Med Thompson. . .
Yesterday afternoon arrended the public Exhibition of the Scholars ar Mr.
Mo hirs Academy with some selece Feiends, who requested my Company, among
them were several apreable females—The Parts of the Scholuss were rathes
infudiciously chosen, in my homble opinion, but tolembly well performed. .. .
2 oo fstopped] at bis Swoope's and were treated o o very good Pinespple. <.
Thee Loaf Cake vou was 5o kind a5 to send me came in good order, and {5 very fine—
it is 1 prear rarity here—maost oF my particular acquaineanees bas bad o Curar i The
Pickles are excellent.

Then in late March, 1788, Olney Winsor and Joseph Jenckes received an
invitatlon 1o dine with General and Mra. Washington ar Mount Yemon on
Sarurday the 2%th. Winsor's letter describing this momentous oceaston s
published in Volume 4 of Alexendria Histery.

At that dinner the General had discussed with his guests the new Constiourion
of the Unired States of America, which had been referred o special convenrions
in the various States for mificarion. He asked Winsor whar he thought Bhode
leland was golng to do about mafying the Constitution but Olney was notable to
anawer for his State. Bhode Idand was balking. On 25 January he had written o
his wife:

oo very cold sormy doy has given me the opporunity to peruse our govemoTs

[lohn Colling of Rhode 1sland] long letter 1o the gen.? assembly on the Subgect of
the Present Confederation the defecs of w.® he has largely [dissecred?] snd
declared i inadeguacy o the Purposes. of the Union, and of the Constimumon
proposed to cement and perperuate it under a firm and energeric Spstem. He
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appears to ke a real friend to the Union, we can only seand as o Mation—hisfears of o
disseduinion ore wery freely expressed.

When he comes roseare his objections to the Constirurion, [ rhink he speaksloudly
fir the Lesser'States of the Llnion, and especially to the Eastern—"The sgual
Respenmarion of the Stared in the Senate—and the submiming the Bepubstion of
Commirce o the mete Mujority of the Legisdarines and the Beason why' he would
wish an pmendment of the Constiturion before adopred, [ihink o be incomsistene
For he=ays “ie bs much to be doubred, f affer s operation is proved tobe of general
ndvantcape, twe thirds of the seates can be [illegible] to amend —indesd they our
not to—for upon republicon and equsl principles, the seneral Interese of the Lnion
ot to presall, Pordon me for taking the Liberty po dissent fromso greor 3 Character,
imuck more to comment on his beeter, However it iz a Bight [ claam asa Cirzen and
which 1 never disd voe will surrender. The contest beeween the Federalises amd the
Anti, [federalists] in Penins.® has arvisen o grear heights, T have onby to wish Peace
and umanimiry restored o them and w all the States.

20 April: “Inclosed you will receive a Har of the General counries in this Stare,
and part they have taken in choosing Delegates to-act on the Constitution in the
Srate Convenrion. I congratulate you on the decided majority in irs favor—show
the tise to Major Keen and such other friends to good order and Government as-
you think would wish o know how we stand in Virginia, on the grand
questions—"to be or not to be' 05 a Nation ‘is the Questlon. .. ' "

28 Apail: “Saturday Evening we rec.® the agreable inteligence that the
Convention of Marylind adapted the Constitution the day before, by 2 majority
of near six to one, thar is 65 pro—11 con, . . "

By 13 June 1788 the requisite number of Srates, nine had mtified the
Constirurion, bur Rhode Island sill beld aut, refusing ro apree to allow Congress
434 impost and balking at the centmalimdon of government. George Washingron
was elecred president on April 1, 178% and was inaugurated in Mew York on April
i

The following anonymous lester from Providence, daced |9 December [1789]
appeared in the Virginia Gazette and Alevandria Adverriser:

Accomplete renovation of the character and consequence of this Smte, or its further
degredation. . must resrwith our Genernl Assembly, at their sessionin Janunre: The
mile of conduct now tobe purseed is plain 2 though writcen by a Sun-Beans, ©F thar
rezson-and sound policy mighe derermine the taportne guestion! Then shiould
wi be united under a government which hics fair to make Amerscans the happacst of
humankind, and having for its supreme head THE MAN whom millions revere and
nlmost adore, as the politeal Fasher and Savieur of his counery,

In the same tsue of the Gazetie, daved 14 January 1790, another lemer was
published, this one from the Federal Gazerre:

Address from the LINITED ETATES ro RHODE ISLAND on the Fir of January

i

The rwelve confedemeed sisver Srares salure the deluded sister, whounkind ro them
and crisel o herself, srands aloof in solitary ploom from the joyful cordial band. . ..
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1 e P ang MONTUEE WHIST Dave SiaPed, o7, om &Y May 1790 Riyogde Estand
finally rerificd. It had been a long srruggle.

The following letter to an unknown friend was found among the letrers 1o
Winsor's wife:

My Dhear Friend,

-« e is doubsdess altendy in part known 1o you thar previous to the American
Bevelution, the fith of the inhabitants of this State were Eptscopalions, or rather
thar Episcopalianism was the established Religion—rtheir preist were generally sent
out frodn England, had large Subaries paid them by the Parishes in ench of which
elegane Chorches were built, bat to theirdisgrace and m the preat ler and hindrance
of true Religion they roo general lived in a marmer unbecoming thetr Stations—
under such Teachers, what may the People be expecred ro be—indesd Sir the
people of chis part of of the Uinited Stares, tho® the first settled, may be teuly said ro
be fitry years behind the Mew Englond Staves in lirerary and mechanic improve-
marits, dted fually thae period advanced of theen in the destmsctive vices of Mankind.
The deficiency in the former may be principally armibured o the Custom of
mnporeing all arvicles of wanufaceory and Hushandre, which discourages the fone
Mechanics here; and the advanced szare of the barrer to the bad examiple of thelr bate
Clergy they have few now, as there is no fix'd Sakiries) and the mrest nt of
Europeans thar emiproned here, Bringing their vices with them—Previows m the
War almost all the Commercial business in this Stare was transacred by Factoes and
agents from England, Ireland and Scothnd. The Merhodises, o religiows sect nerly
approaching ro the Newlights in BNew England,?? are alleged 1o have been of ereat
service bo this Stare for o few Years past, in checking the Vices and improving the
Moral: of the People—tho' some depree of superstinious enthusiasm may atcend this
people, vet cerminly the™ ‘allowed ™ effects of their Principles in this case are those of
the true Relipion. Seate of Espizcopal Chorches lerharpic—Friends and Bap[risms]
in ndpghb Counties of good reporr .

Olney frequently wrote to his wife, relling her how much he missed her and
hew he heped thar she would come ro Alexandriz eo live. On 18 March 1788 he

WTohe:

o cosipposng thor Mz Jos Jenckes will serile in Providence [Jenckes was married i
that city that yearlin which case our business will demand my almost constant
attendance here, Fam ded v ask o, i vou are willing to temaove to this place. Ewill
JASUTC You it is improving rapidly in the agreable Arts of Sociery— rhe many people
slready here fram our pare of the Country will render Sociery much more asreable ar
first than it otherwise could be. . . Momvithstanding whar Cage,™ Wheaton formerly
sand of this Town, he now sags that if he could sell his House in Providence far i1s
value, he would quir the Seas and remove here and ser up business.

Then on 16 May he wrote:

The Soop wanring some repaies [ have concluded o come home 0 bet 1o make
therm, sometime inJune, a5 early os | can, and 1o make some armangement i Our
Company Business for the future, for [ am fully convinced thar our Business will
suffer if | am absent from this place any considerahbe ime whilse we make it a place of
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dischange fur our Vessels—this keep to yourself. And for me 1o live separate from
vosn i pur dear Davghter, and molder pway 1 a5 Dhave done For two veses pase, [
cannoe reconcile to my Idess of duty w0 mysel or family, Indeed i is inverming rhe
order of nature—I am no modern Hushand, who can be content from a wife and
famwily Fosr Moo and yeurs, withaut spprasent aradery—no, iy affections are more
ETETT.
And home he wenr, for the lasr of his letters = dated 10 June 1788:
Dine olClock P M.

Sailed from Alexandria, Virginia in the good Sloop Susan, Sam.! Packard Master,
bound for Mrovidence Rhode (slind—"%ind § and $%—passed Mt Yernon ar
about & oClock and continued our coyme down the Raver. . . [rheee follows o
derailed log of the joumey, ending with the notation: Providencs, June 21, 1788].

Exactly how long Winsor remamed in Providence is not known, but he was
definitely back in Alexandria by the nexr year, as he wrote in his genealosy of the
Winsor family, “In the vear 1789, when [ resided in Alexandria, Virginda. ., "
Hope muse have come back with him, as he states in the genealogy thar “he had
ome daugheer, Susan Jenks Winsor, born in Alexandria, Virginia," Neither Mancy
nor Susan married, as they appear as "Miss Nancy and Miss Susun ). Winsor™ inan
atressation of 18 December 1546 that the genealogical records used in the book
were copied from original manuscrips i their possession.**

Litthe ts known shoot the Winsors' subsegquent life in Alexandria, except what
can be gleaned from a few newspaper accounts and official records. The King
Sereet property, which was listed in the ciny's Land Book of 1 787 as owned by John
Fiezgeruld and oecupied by Jenckes and Winsor, in the 1788 book was owned by
Crawford Jenckes and in the 1787 book by " Alney™ Winsor. Jenckes, Winsor and
Co, were the owners in 1790, Unfortunately land books do not exiar for the next
fewr years, but in [ 795 the property is owned by the Jenks and Winsor Estate, and
in 1796 by s different owner,

The following advenisement appears in the 11 July 1793 e of rhe Vigmia
Gozette:

Tor b Renred

Thae large and commodious Store and Dwelling House, Litely in the senure of
Mesars fenche, Winsor & Co, stusted on Water and  King Street, together with
3 mew thres-arory Brick Warelouse, acjnining the same Lot 24 fees fronr and 40
feet back, well ralculbired for the reception of Grain and Flowr. For terma spplyro
Murrays snd Wheeson

Then in the | July 1797 fssae
To b Bemed

For one or more years, and posession given the first of nest moneh, That
valuable Properey, situate ar the intersecrion of King and Water Streets, now in
the possenslon of Mr. John Ramaay, This property consists of a lange rwo-story
Frame Building, the upper part of which i divided into four rooms and neatly
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fintshed for the accommodation of s family, with a covered pasage leading 1o
conwenient kitchen in the yard below, Also a large Three-story Brick Ssore at the
Fesst of thie lot on Water Street and an alley leading throogh wo Usion Streer. The
premines will be renied sither separately or togethes, 85 may it the spplicant
T be beased on & grownd pent forever, A vscane Log of Oiround smuared on
Water Srreer, bemween the aforessld buildings. For verms apply 1w

Thismias Raspersom

Oy Winwor was evidently o respecred and responsible eltizen of Alexandria
for the short time he lived here, He was on the grand jury in 1 790, and was elected
Recorder of the city on 17 February 1791 for a one-year term. ™ The records of
the commaon council from 1760 1o 1794 are not available. We do know thar
Winsor scted as arbiter in rwo cases in the coumty courr, and that he was
appointed on 10 February 1791 as one of the managens of a street lotery 1o rise
money to pave some of the city street

When or why Winsor returned ro Providence s nor known, but he left usa
lively ind graphic nccount of whar life was like In Alexandrin during the years he
lived here—a period abaut which listle b known.

FOOTNOTES

1. “Lemens of Ofney Winsor of Provadence. Rhode Idand e hes wile M. Hopoe Winsor—
Wristen in Alexandria 17861 T6E™ Oiignuls st the Visginks Seate Lilsary Mannsorips

L Uhrr'wh'lhr *Crereatogical Acconing of the Anclent Winsir Family i the Urnited

- (Providence, RL: LW, Winsor, 1847), 12pp. Chriginal at the Rhode Tsland
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65¢ch vear of his are, This woukd mean that he was Bom abour 1752,

3. Represenanarive Men and Ofd Famdlien of Rhode Biland. 3 wols (Chicago: LH, Beers & Co,
19080, 3: [464-1465, 124,

4. Visginia Jenomal ond Alexanaivia Adiertise, 7 Sept 1786-lnward Entries

5. Ethelyn Com. Hutsvic Alcwndvia, Vieginis - Stees by Sewert. (Abandria, Virgini:
Historic Alewsndria Foundsrion, 1976.) p 21, This house 31 210 Dukie Sereet was

burile by hh-ﬂmmdmhna-uld-hulm It s bty crumend] by
i Murriy and by Dr. Jumes Croik.

B, The firse principal of the Alesandria Acidemy, or Alesardria Latin School, near the
writhenst comer of Washingon ond Wolfe streets.

T '-'H.thh.l'nmni and - Alexondrg Adverviver, 30 Aug 1787, An advertisement sags the
sior win ", nexe o/ D Craik's House As Dr, Craik lived in one ot two houses
Hmhhminilﬂ[hﬂnuummMnm-Humm-dmmm

E muﬂﬂimhwﬂhﬂhﬂnhﬂdhﬁ.m&-ﬁ
milled dollar equalled s shillngs, one piece of eighe, peso, dollar or piarer, md wis
sdopied by Congress in 1775 a8 the monetary unit of the United Seates, and by the
Virginla General Asembly in 1792 A Johannes, sometimes called o “Joe.” was 2
Pormuguese coln,

9. Virngnii Jowmal and Alexandnia Advertiser, 17 Cicrober 1786 - Inward Entries. The
lesrp Swiam, Capeain Samuel Packord, deparved the same day.
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Alexanadria Tax Record, 1787, 1789, In 1787 “Windsor Jencks & Co™ were taxed 0
shillings for 1 whites and | dog. In 1789, the dog does notappear, bur they, Mr. and Mirs
Winsor, had 2 servanes or shoes

Wirgmia (Gazette, 11 July 1793 1 July 1797,

Alexnndriz Pleeds: [ 234

Mindster of the Presbyrerian Meeting House, 17808,

John Lomax man a popular savern ot 310 Prncess Streer uneil his desth in 1757,
Fredench Tilp, This Was Potamar River, (Alexardria, Va, n.p, 19780, p 7375,

Earlier in this berrer Winsor sald Capt. Bengamin Wheaton “was the master of the
brigantine.” An carller newspaper mentioned “Szmuel Wheaten, Master™ of the
Absolanic,

This was the Kmsale naval nfice, which was responsible fioe issuing permirs tor shipping
o the Jiower Potonac,

Fobim Milbor, "Paradise Lost” Books 1 and VI This refers to the “Gulf of Tartarus.™ the
Fery realm of Sata

Probably Williom Billingsleys Mew England peabmsinger,

The brewery on Wales Alley south of King Streer was on the Potomac Fiver, whise
shwore at that ime wae sear tee presenc-doy Uinion Sreer,

Ashton McKinney, A Histon of the Rellef Truck aned Enpine Company 1 of the
Adesarutriz Fire Deportment, {8 lexandris, Yoo o, 1958,

Acreligious movement thar started in New Engand bt 734, called the Mew- Light- srir.
s member were called Mew Lighis,

Wamor, Ancleny Wirnsor Fammify,
Fairfax County Courr Records, 1788, p 798; Aenmadria Ciey Mreeremy, 179,
Fairfax County Coure Reconds, 1785, p. 4% p. 413 Vingimie Giezeire, 10 Feb, 1791,
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History of Saint John's Academy, 1833 - 1895

by Allan W' Robhins®

Thc story of Saint John's Academy bepins on o suniny Sepremiber morning in
1833. Father John Smith, newly appointed parish pricsr of Saine Masy’s
parish in Alexandriz, sat in an improvised classeoom on Prince Srreer east of
Fairfax Street awaiting the ardval of the neelve bovs whose names had been given
hirm,

Father Smith was an *eloquent whole-souled Irishman™!; o strong hellever in
Catholic education for boch hoys and wirls. He was a charitable and genial man
wh, at the same time, could enforce srict discipline. He induced the Sisrets of
Charity to esmblish a boarding scheol for girls while he, assisted by John Brigdon,
a lay brother of the Sociery of Jezus, began Saint Tidin's 2

Anticipating success in establishing his new school for boys, Father Smith
bowghe a lot at the northwest corner of Duke and Royal steeers on which he buile
thie firet home for the academy.® Success did crown his efforts and the number of
his students grew o stxry-four thas firse year.®

Among the members of the first class were Bernard G, Caolfield, who became a
member of conpress, [ames M. Steuart, an officer in the UL 8 Armyin the war with
Mexico and in the 17th Virginia Infantry during che Civil War, and Johs A
Roach, o' local buginessiman and member of the St Fire Company killed ot che
Dowell store fire on 17 November 1855,

The mew bullding on the comer of Duke and Roval sreess was ready For
occupancy in 1834, It was described in the Acedemy fasrmal:

. the frame building which has just [1873] been pulled down, was erecred, on the
lok mow occupisd by the new residence of Wi, H. Lamberr, Esq.. nnd Prod HOC
McLaughlin, now of Rock Hill College, became teacher of the classics. The house
wiis filled up in the best style then in vogee, though ina manner very far inferior mo
whar bs now the fashion of school housss. Tewas o high, ome stoey frame, sbour $0 by
30, with o neat cupols, conminkng a small bell, the whaole being painged white, and
surrcunded by o high fence, with a white paling in front. Beoween the street neat and
the school house, some paenoy odd feet was a beautifully arranged garden lakd off
with gravel walks and containing choloe fowers. and such was she discipline of the
school that thouph o hand rail, alone, sepacated i from the walk, po one sversawa
bay in i withour permission.

Two paper-leaf trees and four bocuses shaded che south side of the yard, and
bencath their follage was o prety lictle bowling green, the only s of place for
physical exercises except ball albeys then ueed in schools

The inrerior of the house was unequally devided [sc] ineo e roomes, the larger
baaving eight long forms, of different heights, painred a light lead color and arranged
in e Tows, with an nisle between them, These forms were of different heights, for
large and small boys, each student’s place being fixved by a block or lirrle scoal, ser
upon the long benely, 5o thae i he moved to the righe or left, the nacker would

® Allan W Robbing 4 che librarian in charge of the Llovd House, the Virging snd locsl hisgery
beanch of the Alexandria Library.
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ibmerve ir by his hend beivg lower than ic oughe oo be, & pumber, i velbiw paine,
esignated each desk which was pamtitioned ofl nom its neighbor, and wag simply i
shelf emder thed sloping rog, The seachers desk was o plain rable, with four legs, ser
inro s plitferin rised abour eipheeen inches fzom the Aooe, and soed in fromt of e
burge, arched window, on the east; the warer bucker, g rall, preen, beer keg, with one
head kowcked e and fron kandles on the sides, Ereing ar rhe winddow o ehe lef,
and the recinrion benches, withour backs, agnimse the cast and noreh walls, oneche
letr, b che shape of the lemer L The cealing was gctargulon, and che rodm was
warmead by o birpe, ren phite stove, surmaounced by 5 lone wily, old doims, ser,
lemgirvdinalby, abwoar bwe deet above in The saaller room was furnished with deks
il warious pamerns, plicad pretoy mochad Bhitam, ond had & small store Istove] in
the middle. This was the Lasin schol,
Fchimad the hosse wias a shed, one end of which was reart [n] ovesd o anad closed
m, s chamber for Mr. Brigdon, who wos on hand day and night, kesping tyingss
rrralghe, and doing, thoudh lame, 3 greas amount of work hothoon the building
and in his gardenf
In 1835, the third year of the school. Richard 1. Carne enrered ar the ape of
ehght. He was “nervous and vnused ro the sociery of boys, His first entrance into
the world of school was sn awful plunge to him, for the theear of school had long
bevn held our as the punishment of his misdeeds and he viewed it as o malefacror

-does the penitentiory, However, the sirier Irish gentleman who presided soon

m

disarmed his fears and he came to love the schoal. . . ™

The first era of Saint John's Academy lasted from 1833 uneil 141, The
teachers were Father John Smith, principal: Hugh C. McLaughling Joseph
Bripdon; Nicholas Gahang John Kellenberger; Perer Smith; and the Reverend
Willinm Grace.

The tollawing passage from Richaed Camne's speech in 1883 gives an excellent
pictore of life ar Saint Jobo’s under Father Smich:

The schioul of that day wias mest unlike the present, Base ball was utterly unknown
and bandy [a formoof field hockey) now happily, almoss obselste, divided wish fooe
ball the glories of the athletic field. In school the classificasion was defecrive;
naching |tke our presenr grading wis thowehie of. The lirte by [ have mentiaed
went into & class of grammarians, classicisre, and anchmatecians—such o thing as o
closs i arithmatic wonld have been deemed the mvention of i lkinatic, Frudents]
wenton in Pike's Arithmetic uneil their comprehensson or their indusery failed and
then—aqguictly turned hack. Did some industrions boy prefer i learm, an opplication
tix the teachier who sar on his pladform ond read his book or newspaper, weould
procure him all the instrucrion he needed. bue (f he preferred notto leam, or was
Indifferent in the mames. his armangements were nat interferad with. Memorized
lessome alone had to be studied and woe 1o the: luckless mite whe failed o ernicly
them! The mean, renewed every fow weeks ofter n shore Bue scilve lif, wa= a
prominent facror in the school work and thowph often rebhelled against, was abvays
vierefious: The chief insrrucnar of that peciod was 2 gentleman from Georpenyn,
with a red face and white hair, though he was but forre 1 ever 2 man bad in his heare
“the milk of human kindness™, ie was he, The Ertle boys would leap upon his back as
hwe came o school; the elder ralk rohim as 1o an elder brother, Companion in our
walks, reacher of swimming and skaring cisy in dispesizion and i discipline, e
could stifl command obedience when it became necessary and would not hesitaee o
flog the bigpese boy in school Peace o hiz spirir. . 5
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In 1837 the Reverend John Smith was replaced by the Reverend Stephen L
Dubuiisson, & L, 3 native of San Domingn driven from his homeland by
insuerrec tion, officer in Napoleon's army, and predent of Geongerown Callege. It
appears thar Father Sminh’s lile hecame 2 linrde roo “whole-soubed™. He lefs the
Jesuit onder and went o Brooklyn, Mew York, a= an assistant 1o the pasor,

The adminisration of Farher Dubuisson wus brief because of poar health, In
183839 he retumned to France 1o restore his healthe and Joseph Kellenberger
ansumed the position of princlpal. However, the school faltered under his
leadership, and in 1848 Hugh C. McLaughlin mricd ro corry an with no apparene
success, During rhis period the name of the schoo] waschanged 1o the Alerandna
Classical and Mathemarical Inseinate.¥ The connection with Saint Marys parish
wis severed when Joseph Kellenberger rood over leadership of the schonl,

Saint John's Academy shept from 1841 10 1847, when Riclund L. Carne, the
wung ampdend of 1835, garhered arven stindents droond hing and mode o pew
beginning. He resumed classes under the original name warh 0 corrlculum of
mathematics, Enghish, and the classles

Mr. Carne caretully recorded in the Grand Boll of the school imporeant facrs
regarding the later life of his studenes, Although the schood closed i doors in
1895, bt contiteed to moke entries until 1902, Here are some of the nozes be
made on the putstandingly succewful wudenes of the firs eighr vears of Ssine
John's

Alewander A, Semmics beame & captain i the U5 My

Jubm A Heydon becssre 3 cobonel in the Confederare Soares Army

Tharas Moose was killad in the Mexicin Was

John A, Rasich and |. Carson Greene were killed ar the Dowell mose fire, 17

Movember |855

Bornard O, Caulfield became a member of congress from the Firee Dhstrier of

Michigan

Jamigs M. Stvist wos-an offices in bith the Mesican War and ihe Civil War

Parrick Madding was s0d mo hove made 5 st foroune: in Calfornis

William F. Dement commanded an anillery basory, in the Confederste States

Arry

Saint John's Academy grew and flourished herween 1847 and 1892 Althowgh
Camne started with seven students and one assissant, the nexr year he opened with
eleven students, By the school year 1850-51 there were seventy-two students
enirolled. Some of the names are well known to present day Alexandrians:
Ballenger, Demaine, Divon, Hurdle, Lawler, Llowd, Lyles, Semmex, Semmers,
Tripletr, Tycer. Woodall

The cumicubum included Greek, Lavin, Fremch, Enelish grammar. composimion,
clocution, arithmetic, geography, history, penmanship, reading, and spelling. In
1852 William F. Carne joined his brother o head of the mathematics departmens.
Algebra and bookkeeping were added to rthe courses of study. That pear
graduation exercises were held for the first time at Liberty Hall, on the north side
of the 400 block of Cameron Strect.

The clrculas for the fourteenth sessbon, 1852-53, announced that two or three
boarding students could be sccepred. -Flii?l'hﬂﬂih Father Smich had accepred a few
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boarding siudens in the old Saint Joho's dhis was the first appearsnce of boarders
at Mir. Came’s Samt John's

The teaching stalf was expanded in 1853 1o include Joseph Carver, teacher of
penmanships Noral Foard, hend of the primary deparement, and Arthure C. Kell,
assistand in marhematics

The circular for the sexteenth sesion, 1854-55, smred the rerms of admission xe
Ponrd seid fuirion, $125.00 per session {ren monrchel; tuiton for wen mimchs,
SO0 rultion per quarter, 3500, This circular made the fise mention of
umiformy, which aere loter described i 1885 o “cadet gray coot ond panis.
mimmed wirh Black. The cap was blue, of cadet partern, with the inrtials of the
prganization " The following quomnon is from the program of the closing
exercises fur this sesafon,

Ar halfepase two o'tk b in the attermoon, the styslenes, o the musber of symeais,

smiforady smimod. snd wearing 2 bedee ropeesening 5 Jobn i Pames, moved o

peocessin, through siime of the streets, to Liberty Hall

A splonilid Ammericin b wae botie in frons by W Hohenatein, ond i the

certere, carvied by John A Dielphiy, sppeared the eleganr baper of the Acadeny,

bering the same devige 5 the sil, sk the momo "Pro Deo ¢ pro Perin™ o s

whive Aelil, in frone, snd "5 Jubn's Academy, Aloxandtia, Wi, instisared A0

TE3L" om i cximeson (ield, om the revesse, The banner i canopied with Crimison,

fringed with gold amd surmounted by o lanpe il eagle. . ..

The hull wan demsely crowdal, srd omong thise oo the plaforn wis Ceonge
WP Camrs, Esg of Arlingron, the sdopsed won of Wankingon, !

As the schowil grew, it hecame necessary to subslivide the students into classes.
In 1853 the srudents were divided Inm 3 preparatory eloss (for those belowr
scademy level) and thiee upper clisses divided by the academic level of the
sibjects. The firse clas, the most advanced, studied reading, spefling, English
grammar and composition, modern geography, ancient and maodern history,
penmanship, and written and mental arithmetic. The sweond class seodied
spelling, reading, modem geosraphy, LS. history, penmanship, and wristen and
mental arithmeric. The third class studied spelling, reading, modern geography.
penmanship, and written and mental arithmetic. The first and second classes were
nllowed, with rhe permission of parents or guardians, ro sudy such adiditlonal
wshjects as Larin, Greek, French, chemistry, astronomy, bookkeeping, elocution,
and mathemarics,

I the decade before the Civil War the schisol grew in nusmbers af students and
facilivies. A library wos begun, barrmcks were enlorged, debating and drama
secleties were formed, and o cliss for older students who had not learned 1o read,
WTITE. of mshage arthmetsc was started. A prominent par of the closing exercises
ar this time was a ralk by George W, P, Cusris, whose death was sadly announced
in the circular for 1856.In 1861, the old building ar Duke and Royal strees
becoming oo small the school rented the Eclectic Academy building on
%nhmhuhmwmﬁﬂn{mmhﬂ:nu remained until afrer the Civil

ar.

Although Alexandria was occupied by Federal troops on 24 May 1861, Mr.
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Carne decided to keep the school apen: Amendance was birge during the war
years, reflecting the face thar mast of the other schools in the eity were closed, and
abio the enrollment of the children of nostheen officers whose families were
here=—including twor of the military povermors =one

In October 1866 the school movied o the Odd Fellows Hall building, ar 218
Morth Columbus Streer, There was a vacant lor between the hall and Cameron
Srrect on which Saint John's held military deill and played baseball anril the mayaor
farhade playing baseball on the lot because of danger to passers-hy, The school then
ased the ficld near Colross ['-rurnhahl'g the blick bounded by Primcess, Oromoe,
Moreh Fayette, and North Henre steeets] for ins curings,

As with most young men’s schools, 1 school for young ladies was selecred for
femimine companionship, In this case it was Mount Vernen Academy under the
leadership of Miss M.A, Roachar 108 South Washingron, These estimable young
idies hebd Firs, made cakes: snd saw the hiys off on their annual school ouring,

The academy had tken boardets since 1852, They stayed ur first ar the
principal's home, 815 Prince Streer, Afrer public schools were established in 187
the number of Alexandria boys anending Saine John's Academy ereatly
diminished, but for some unexplained reason, the number of boarders more chan
compensated for the loss. As the numbers of boarding students grew, the prinerpal
putchased B13 and 817 Prince Street for use as the barracks, fibrary. and office,

The Acadenty Jowmal was ssarted in December 1866, 1t was published for tao
vears, then suspended untll 1872, From 1872 uncl 1892 it was published
regularty!?, [ts pages are rich in local news and genealogieal information as well as
hiographical sketches of prominent Alexandrians, many of whom were Saint

John's graduares. 1

Beginning in [273 the caders made a trip of about a week each Summes, From
1873 to 1877 the students went to Shepherdstown and Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia, on the canal. There are several fine descriptions of the canal, comal hoars,
sights nlong the canal, and the caders’ experiences while making the trip,

After 1877 Camne and the students made trips by boar or by train: Cme of their
favorite excursions was to Leonardtown, Maryland, bue they also visited
Frederickshurg, Richmond, Ocean View, and Virginia Beach, Virginia as the
apportunity arose. The last Summer encampment wits at Ocean View in 1891,

Saint John's sponsored the Parrick Henry Sociery for debaring and public
spenking and the Demosthenes Society for drama, In spores there was o baseball
chub and a football team thar played other private schools.

The alumni association of Saint John's was the Old Students Association. They
met every year and the Joumnal had a column devored o alumnd news, These
columns conesin valuable genenlogical information abour the 1,588 students who
artended the academy berween 1833 and 1892,

In 1877 Mr. Carne added encugh classes to the curriculum ro qualify graduares
for admission ro the University of Virginia, In 1879 the Universiry hegan
administering scholastic tests somewhat like the College Board Examinations.
There were examinarions in English, marhematics, sclence, foreign languages, and
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hicrory. Cemificstes were issued o successiul candidares. Irwas corsidensd a mark
of dintinction for a schood to have smudents succesfully complece the examina-
tons. The award of the certificates became an important part of the closing
ceremonies each year.

The continued growth of the whool forced the principal 1o seek linger
quarters. He found them ar the southeast corner of Duke and Columbus sreces
and moved the school there in September 1824, This beautiful building, which
had been buils by Abigah fanmey in 1826 and enbarped about 1859 to forry rooms,
wasa sopree of grear pride both ro the siudens and 1o My, Came. T ptomare is rhe
only illustration, heyond advertisements, appearing i the lowmal According 1o
the Jowmal, it hod been the Alexandrin High School earlier. Perhaps this is a
reference to the school kept there by Caleh Hallowell ™

The cader corps participated in mose local and many metropolizan area pamdes,
On 21 February 1885 they marched in the parnde for the dedicanon of the
Washington Monument. Trs performance and bright uniforms were described in
the Washmgton Post, 22 February 1885, Ir slways perticipared in the Washington
Barthday parade and the Fowmal devined space 1o diescribing these festivities

An event occurted in March 1891 which, alchough it would nee have seemed
castnstaphst ot the time, proved to be o as far as the sehool was concemed: M.
Carne died, [t was she who had managed and maintained discipline among the
boarding students and in reviewing the problems which eventually coused the
school to close, her dearh appears to have been the proximate couse. The kst s
of the Jowmal in Avzas 1897 containg the Grewell sddress of Mr. Richard L
Came, who had decided 1o become 3 priess and tum administraron of Saint
John's over 1o Capmin William H. Sweeney, who had been sssociared with the
schoal for muny years!*

Perhaps o fitting conclusion o chis bistory of the academy is the concluding
remarks in the Grand Roll for the session of 1891-92 by the principal;

Tha session wis sn unformunase one. Inthe eatly pareod i, the Princapal decided 1o
retive of ks enel, 16 tike arders, snd wew engaged during the yeir i sodying theokogy
m bt bevmare b Sommie nersby bops (e orhet ccbisioh odstamed admesston, and i
was difficul v govern them, From vifme 1o time regoeets for withdiasal were nade
and ihsisted wpon, and, ar bst, the Principal, finding # necesary o preseeve the
discipling and reputation of the school, felt obliged e expel these ressdens cadets for
agroms and vpen viglation of orders and public scandal in playing basehall with a so-
called Furmale Base Ball Club, Even jiftes this, there was so insubordinare a spicit chag
the anniual encampmenr, which ir bad been proposed 1o have st Leonardrown, Mid,
& for whish prelimnary acangemenis had bren made, was sbundoned. The only
yublsc sppeinasces of the cader comps were in the panide on Comfederane Memorial
Dy & st River View, Foothall & baschull teams were goosd & sutoeshil

The schoal struggled on for a while under the new mansgement. The 1892-91
session was moderately successful, The cadet corps paraded in the second
imauguration parade of Grover Cleveland.

During the 1893-94 session the schoal was incorporated. The first board of
rrustees included the Rev. Richard L Came of Richmond, Leonard Marbury,
Michael B. Harlow., James B Caton, William F. Came, Lawrence Corbet, and
Samuel G. Brene 0




The sixey-secund session bewan on 17 Seprember 158 with only cighreen
srudents, etpht boarders amd ren doy srudents, The class was o small thar milisary
drill was suspended, and all the reachers resigned ar the end of the session. The
howtrdd oof trostees save permission to Me [ M. Vianney Ficklin, of the classof [893,
fib arcempt o revive the academy. He reopened the school on dhe ninely of
Seprember 1895 with seven dov scholars, having refused to rake boarders, The
enrollment was soosmall that classes were suspended and the school was closed
before winter set in. !0
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