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FROM ALEXANDRIA
TO ALBANY

The lournal of Mrs. Charlotte Browne
November 1754 - August 1757
by Ethelyn Cox

On Sunday, NMovember the 17, my Brother and self a Man Servant
and Maid, embark'd on Board the Ship London Cap.' Browne,
laden with Srores for the Hospatal.

This was the first entry in the journal of Mrs, Charlotie Browne," an English
lady who accompanied her brother, o commissary officer in the army of Major-
Cieneral Edward Braddock, on the campaign against the French end Indians,
Her journal reveals that she was a widow with children lefi behind in England —
a remarkable woman who suffered hardships with courage and reported intelli-
gently on the places she saw and the people she met.

Adter a long and tedious passage, enlivened by occasional “squalls™ among
some of the male passengers, the ship arrived at Hampion BEoads, Virginia on
March 10, 1755, with all in good spirits. Four officers came on board and com-
sutmed fifteen bottles of port, "all in the Cabbin drunk (but Mr. Cherringtlon).”

The next day the caprain received orders 1o set sail up the Potomac River in 28
hours, Mrs, Browne and her brother went ashore and breakfasted an the Kings
Arms in Hampion, She found the town "A very agreeable Place and all the
houses extremely neaie,” For dinner they enjoyed ham, turkey, breast of veal
and ovsters, all washed down with Madeira wine and ““Punch of Cyder,"

On March 21 they arrived at *'Bellhaven' harbor, An unincorporated settle-
ment had grown around a obacco warchouse at the foot of Oronoco Street, and
the early seitlers had called ot Belhaven, When the Virginia Assembly had passed
an act establishing the town on May 11, 1749, the community was named Alex-
andria afier land owner John Alexander.! The town's 60 acres, divided inip
E4 Lots, extended from the swampy land adjoining Oronoce Street southward 1o
midway between Duke and Wolfe Streets, and from the Potomac River
westward o midway between Royal and Pitr Streets. The river curved in a gentle
arc from Point West at the fool of Oronoco Street to Point Lumley at the foot
of Duke Street, forming a good harbor.

In 1732 the Fairfax Coumy Court was moved 10 Alexandria, and by 1735 a
courthouse had been built in the marketplace on the hall-block that today s the
site of City Hall, A whipping post and stocks siood nearby. Several warchouses
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and dwellings had been builr, among them lohn Carlyle's new stone house, the
showplace of the town, which became the lodgings and headgquaners of General
Braddock and his aides during their stay in Alexandria.

Mrs. Browne's lodgings were not as elegant. She probably found a room ina
private house, as Army officers would have had the first choice of accommoda-
lizhs in the town's taverns of ordinaries, of which theres were several a1 thar time,
There ure a few references to these tavérns in conlemporary sources. In
December 1749 the Fairfax County Court granted Hugh West a license 1o keep
an ordinary ai his house near the ferry al the foor of Oronoco Street. The
Firginig Gozerfe (Hunter, editor) of November 10, 1752 mentioned *The King's
Arms Tavern in Belbaven." In the Marvlond Gozerre of April 3, 1775
Mathanael Smith announced that he was going out as sutler to the camp and
would sell his houses and lots in Alexandria, consisting of onc acre on which
there was a house suitable lor i 1avern, 82 feet long, with'a kitchen, meat house
and stable. This establishment was later known as the “'Long Tavern.” Alexan-
dria tax records for 1802 [Volume 11, page 4] place the tavern on the northwest
corner of Queen and Fairfax Streets. Charles Mason's ordinary, traditionally
dating from 1752, probably stood on or near the site of the building known to-
day as the Coffee House, or City Tavern, just south of Gadsby's City Hotel.
There George Washingion lodged in Ociober 1775, as his account book [Ledger
A, page ] shows,

The following entries from Mrs, Browne's journal cover the period from her
grrival in Alexandria on March 22 o her depariure on June 1." They are printed
just a5 Mrs. Browne wrote them, without changes in spelling, capitalization, etc.
They provide the earliest known socount of life in the new 1own,

Muarch the 22, Went on Shore to Bellhaven with Mr, Bass, Extremely
hot, bil as sgreable s Place as could be expected it being inhabited
but 4 years, went with Mr, Lake to every House in the Place to gera
Lodging and at last was Obliged 10 1ake a Room but little larger than
1o hold my Bed and not so much as a Chair in it, Went on Board a1
Nighi.

Aerch the 22, Sunday was hurried on Shore with all my Baggage (o
my Lodging. My Brother took one the next Door. 1 now think myself
very happy that 1 am at Liberty once more, having been a Prisoner in
that wooden World call'd the London 4 Months and 4 Days. 1 have
sail"d since [ lefi England 3 Thousand Leagues,

March the 26, My Brother went to his Lodgings at a dutch Mans. 5
of the Doctors being at 4 Loss where to go, came 1o board with us

sraid 3 Weeks and then were order'd to Will's Creek [near the site of
Fort Cumberland, Maryland].

Aprlf the 22, Al the Troops march'd to Will's Creek lefl behind 1
Officer and 40 Men, my Brother and self in care of the Sick having
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April che 2% Words cannot express my Joy  received a letter from
England being the (irst since 1 left them, my dear Children and all
were wall i was dated the 4 of Febroary, My mind much more at
£asc.

My the 3. Major Carlile™s Lady came (o0 see me bl [ was at a lossto
scat her not having 8 Chair in the House, she sent home for 3, [The
caller was Sarah (1729-1761), daugheer of William Fairfax of Belvoir
and wife of John Carlvle.|

May the 4, This Day was oblig'd vo guit our grand Parlour the Man
of the House being al a loss for a Boom for the soldiers to drink
Cyder and dance Jiggs in.

May the 5. Bemoved mto our ficst Floor it consisted of a Bed
Chamber and dining Room nol over large. The Furniture was 3
Chairs, a Table, a Case to hold Liquor and a Tea Chest.

Muay the & This Unhappy Day 2 vears depriv'd me of my dear Hus-
band and ever since to this Day my Life kas been one continual Scene
of Anxiety and Care,

May the 2, Extremely hod. discharg'd my Servant Betty, having
found of mine in her Box a pair of BulTles a pair of Stockings and an
Apron.

My the 310 [sic] Mr. Wood gave my Brother and self an Invitation
(o o 4o see his Daughter, it was 4 miles up the Biver set of [sic] at 4
and came o her House at & but (o great Disappoiniment she was out
but her Mother receiv'd us with a friendly wellcome we stay™d ull &
and then with great difficulty got into our Boat it being a Shore and
when we had gol hall way home our Cockswain run us a Grouwnd and
we were some Hours before we could get clear ar 11 we got home,
But | was much fatigued with my Journey. ["*Mr, Wood' was James
Wood, the clerk of Frederick and founder of Winchesier, who, in
I T54-55, served as assistant commissary of the Virginia Forces under
John Carlvle. The name of Mr. Wood’s davghter, who was living on
Four Mile Bun, north of Alexandria, is not known,]

Muy the 24, 5 Waggons came in we wait for 4 more Mr. Mapper sent
us 2 markeys (marquee, or officer’s field tent) very busy geiting
ready to march,

May the 25. Most of this Day was spent in making a Tili {canopy) for
my Waggon which is to be my Bed Chamber on my March to Wills"s
Creek.



May the 26. My new servant came sent a Letter to England by the
Man of War Cap.' Deggs bound for Hampton.

Muay the 27, Weni with Cap.' Johnson's Lady to Mr, Roshars in
Marvland. we were receiv'd with great Politeness, the neatest House
I have seen since 1 left England, and furnish’d in Taste. we stay'd till
Night. [**Captain Johnson's Lady” was Sarah, daughter of Dennis
McCarty of Fairfax County, and wife of George Johnson, an Alex-
andria lawyer, who, ten years later, was associated with Patrick
Henry in condemning the Stamp Act. **Mr. Roshar" was Henry
Rozer of MNotley Hall in Prince George's County, Maryland. ]

May the 28, Cap.! Wests Ludy came (o see me and found me very
busy packing up. spent the Evening at Cap.’ Johnson's: much in-
treated to stay all MNight, bur did not. [*Capt. West's Lady'" was
Margaret, daughter of Simon Pearson and widow of William Henry
Terrett of Alexandria, who had recently made a second marriage
with her cousin, John West, then @ Burgess for Fairfax County.]

May the 29. Received a Card from Mrs. Salkeldat, with her Comp'ts
and desired my Company to her Husbands Funeral at 2. he has been
dead a Month. it is the cusiom of this Place 1o bury their Relations in
their Gardens. ["*Henry Saleald,”* or “'Salkeld,'” was the purchaser
of two lots at the first sale in Alexandria in 1749, His lots, Nos, 38
and 39, included the norh side of the 300 block of Cameron Streel
and extended north on Fairfax and Roval Streeds (o midway between
Cameron and Queen Streets. When his son and namesake, Henry
Salkeld, adveriised them for sale in the Maryland Gazedre of July 18,
1771, there were buildings on & portion of the half-block fronting on
the 200 block of Morth Fairfax Streel.]

May the 30, Extreem hot very busy making Bread and Ginger Bread
and boiling Hams for our March, had Company to dine with us in
our Anti Chamber which is as hot as a Bagnio [bathing house for
steambaths] we are to march on Sunday for Will’s Creek if Mr.
Faulkner our commanding Officer does not get in his upper Rooms
and forget it, [Fairfax Harrison's version is '*does not get /it in his
upper rooms,”” but “'lit"" is not in the manuscript.]

Muy the 31, Spent this Day in packing up and loading my Waggon
and fixing my Tilt sup'd at Cap.' Johnsons and lay'd at Mr. Moxly's
but had no sleep not having lay’d on a Bed since 1 left England. [An
ordinary was sometimes identified by the name of the proprieter.
Harrison suggests that “Mr. Moxly's" ordinary was at Cameron,
west of Alexandria, and that Mrs. Johnson was at **Belvale,” the
Johnson's country estate. There i nothing in the journal entries to
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indicate that Mrs. Browne left Alexandria before June 1. It seems
equally, if not more probable that Moxly's ordinary was in Alexan-
driz and that Mrs. Johnson was staying in their Alexandria howse on
the east side of what is now the 200 block of South Lee Street. It is
possible that “*Mr. Moxly®' succeeded Mathanacl Smith as proprietor
of the Long Tavern.]

Mrs. Browne's Journal continues:

Jure the 1. At 4 in the Morning | was call"d up by Mrs. Johnson who
came (o take her legve of me and at 6 we March'd for Will's Creek
with one Officer, my Brother, self and Servant, 2 Murses, 2 Cooks
and 40 Men (o guard us, 12 Waggons with the sick, Lame, and Blind,
my Waggon in the rear, my Equipage 3 Horses and a Mare good in
Spirit bui poor in Flesh which | mentioned to Mr. Gore (my
coachman) who told me if they were right Tan they would faint by the
Way my Brother came padding on his Horse in the Bear but as my
Fricnd Gore ohserv'd there was no fear of his fainting by the Way
being very poor in Flesh  we had march'd 3 Miles when my
Coachman was for taking a better Koad but the Sentrys forbid it, but
he said it was very hard if the other Waggons drove to the Old Boy he
must follow them we halied at 3 and din'd on a Piece of salt Pork
and Water to drink and at & we came 1o the old Court House 17
Miles from Bellhaven, laid in a Room with but 3 Beds in it

Unfortunately there are no entries in Mrs, Browne's journals for the period
between March 26 and April 22, 1755, and there 15 no description of the meeting
in Alexandria of General Braddock and the governors of the five colonies to dis-
cuss the conduct and financing of the British campaign against the French and
Indians on the western frontier. Mor did Mrs. Browne mention the general. We
must turn [o other 2ources (o find out what happened during this intervai.

Ar for Mrs. Browne, after she left Alexandria, her journal shows that her hife
continued to be a *“Scene of Anxiety and Care,” On the journey to Fori Cum-
berland, the roads were 0 bad that sive was ““almost disjointed.'" The travelers
struggled through thunderstorms and heavy rains, and on June 13 armived at the
fort, ““the most desloate Place' Mra. Browne had ever seen, There she Tound
letters from home, an old friend, Mr. Cherrington, whom she had met on the
ship London,

She was in bed lor ten days with a **Fever, Flux and other disorders,” and her
brother and her maid also became dl. On July 11 news arrived of the overwhelm-
ing defeat of Braddock’s army, and a rumour of the General’s death. Mrs.
Browne noted it iz not possible (o describe the Distraction of the poor Women
for their Husbands."" Her brother died on July 17 and her maid lefr 1o join her
hushand.

Adone and sick, Mrs. Browne made numerous references in her journal of her
grief for her brother. Then Mr, Cherrington, "the only one | can call my
friend,"” departed, Still suffering from her persistent illoess, she traveled on
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horseback, 150 miles, fnally reaching “Frederick's Town"™ [Frederick, Mary-
land] oo August 30,

Om Cketober 11 she had recovered enough 1o start on horseback for Philadel-
phia, escorted by Mr. Cherrington, who was traveling in a chaise. She noted that
among the bageage stowed in the chaise was a **Dressing Box™* of Mr, Cherring-
ton's wife, the only journal entry that suggested that her “only friend™ was
married, When the travelers sought lodgings and asked for two beds:

the Misiress of the house said she presumed we were Man and Wife
and that one would do. Mr. Cherr." said it was true | was his wife
bt it was very seldom that be was favoured with part of my Bed she
taid she was sorry for it and at last complicd, | was favoured with a
Bed of Down and Mr. Cherr.™ with one of Straw.

An entry of October 16 deseribed their first guarrel;

Mr. Cherr." and 1 not being of the same Opinion as to my Sex in
general we had many Disputes several illnatured Truths were said
on both Sides it ended with my (elling him that he did nothing but 1o
say and unsay and that he was 50 unaccountable a Riddle [ knew noi
what to make of him he made me & low Bow and said he was much
obliged to me and rerired.

The next morming they met “with reserve."” After proceeding on their journey
for six miles, Mrs. Browne's horse refused 1o budge and she was obliged o
walk. Mr, Cherrington came to her rescue and insisted she ride in his chaise.
While they were going down a hill, the chaise upsel. They were not injured, bt
the accident apparently restored her friend’s good humor because he remarked
that he “*had the Honour of overturning®' her,

Lpon reaching Philadelphia, which Mrs, Browne described as “'London
Miniature,"’ they lodged at the fedion King, where some of the *'People of the
House™ thought Mrs. Browne was Mr. Cherrington's wife, and others thoughi
she was his mistress, Cherrington told them she was neither, and they then treat-
ed her “with more Respect.™

Mrs. Brown was assigned a room in the Philadelphia hospital, where her
duties included daily visits 1o the marker for provisions. Her friend Cherrington
did not call for two weeks, and then arrived at four and stayed until eleven, Mrs.
Browne told him thai **it was impolite for him fo make his first visit 30 long,™
She did nov see him uniil December |, when, (o ker “great Surprise,” she med
him in church, Apparently they resolved their differences, as she noted (wo
weeks later that he had presented her with a “oppet and Muf.™

During the winter of 1755-1756, Mrs. Browne enjoved the social life in
Phifadelphia and MNew York. In Philadelphia, Mrs, Franlkin® had been a fre-
quent companion, and had given Mrs. Browne a letter of introduction to Dr.
Bard at the hospiral in Mew York. She traveled o Mew York on February 17,
and during her sray there several of the “Town Ladies’" called om her. Her
friemd Cherrington arrived from Philadelphia on February 25, On April 8 they
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zet sail for Albany on the sloop Delgncey, with Mr, Cherringion the command-
ing officer. He assigned her the best cabin on the ship, and she found the
journey up the Hudson River the “most romantic Scene’” she had ever witness-
ed. She was “ar a loss (o tell the Mountains from the Clouds,”

When they arrived in Albany on April 13, they saw Indians “adorned with
Beads in their Moses and Ears and black Blankeis being in mourning for their
Friend [sic] who were killed in the last Campaign,™

Among Mrs. Browne's callers in Albany was an Englishwomen, an old ac-
quaintance, who told Mrs. Browne that some of the Duich citizens of the town
believed that she had been the mistress of General Braddock, Her caller assured
them thar her father had known Mrs. Browne as “Maid, Wife and Widow,"”
and that no one could *“*say any thing bad’ about her,

On July 26 there was a single entey in the journal: **This Day War was
declared in America."” [(England actually declared war on France in May 1756
and France responded on June 9.)

The summer in Albany, where Mrs, Browne was assigned 1o the military
hospital, was filled with the arrival and depariure of troops. On August 10 sad
news arrived from England — her daughter Charlotte was dead, Then, on
Dedember 1, Mr. Cherringlon, "in whom 1 have lest all my Friends in one,'”
returned to England. The weather added to her difficulties. January 18, 1757
was “‘the coldesi day [ think | ever knew."™ Infrequent entries that winter and
spring were concerned chiefly with military maneuvers. On July 13 she wrote:
""This Day was kept a Fast by order of Gen.” Marcy.”" In late July urgent
messages arrived from Fort Henry and Fonl Edward, aboui fifty miles north of
Albany, warning of the approach of the French. Then on August 4 an
“"Express™ arrived advising that Fort Heney was "*besieged with 1100 French®™
and imploring that “Expresses may be sent io MNew York and New England for
all the Assistance they can send.” On that day Mrs, Browne's account comes to
a close:

“1 here end my Journal having so much business on ey Hands that 1
cannot write it."”

Alexamdris histonan Ethelya Cox became imteresied im bocal history in 1948 when she and her has-
famd, tbe late Hugh Coy, purchased the Michael Swopse Homse (cirea 17850 on Prince Sireel, She is
i wuibior of wo books e Alesandrip, Fierarie Adevedane Sredy by Sreeed, pablished by (he His-
toeric Alexmndria Foamnalotion, snd, with Maran Yan Landingham, To B ond of severad articles of
local kistory, Including ** The Founding of Alexandria,'” which appears n A LEXANDBREAD A Cowi-
prste Histary, published by the Aleandria Bicentennfal Commission in 1975,



NOTES

. Charlote Brewne, Joargal | November 17, 1754-Aagust 4, 1757 iMuomuscripl DHvixion, Library

of Congress, Woshington, LG, Photoeopy of the origing mpsuscript abisined from 5. A,
Coarfauld, Esq,, of the lowe, Haktead, ¢o, Fasex, England

Eihelyn Cax, *“The Founding of Alexasdria,”’ Flizabeth Hambleton and Marian Yan Landing.
ham, eds., Alevamdeia: A Composite History, Alexandria, ¥irginla: Alexandria Bicentenminl

Commission (1975) pp. 7-14,
Fairfax Harrison, ¢d, *With Braddock's Army: Mrs Browes's Thary in Yirginia snd Marylnmd,™”

Virpinis Maguzive of Hisory and Biography, vol. 32, Mo, 4 (Ociober 19240 pp. 305-329, (Har-
Fismn s Poadmnies 1o M, Browne's edirics are summarized in brackeis; information supplied By

ke unthor is enddosed in prrendbeses, |

. Mra. Browse dses nod faniber kentily her companion, but since Benjamin Frankbin joined

Gipnera] Braddock in Frederick, Marsland (see following article), il seems safe 1o pssume she was
spiaking of Dehoreh Frunklin, Beajumis Franklin®s common low wife.
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GEN. EDWARD BRADDOQOCK:
A RETROSPECTIVE

by Ethelyn Cox

The Virginia Gazerte (Hunter, editor) announced on March 26, 1755 that the
transporis carrving English troops had safely arrived in Hampton and had
pone round™ to Alexandrnia. The Marvland Gazetie of April 3 noted that
General Braddock, Commodore Keppel, Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia “and
a good many other genilemen® had arrived in Annapolis that afternoon, They
were expecling to meet with Governor Bharpe of Marvland and three other
governors — Shirley of Massachuseris, DeLancey of Mew York and Morris of
Pennsylvania — but these three had not vet arrived. After waiting until April 7,
Braddock and his entourage weni on to Alexandria, The missing governors
reached Annapoliz on April 11 and 12, and left with Governor Sharpe for Alex-
andria on the afternoon of the twelfth,

One historian assumed that “Braddock and hiz military family received im-
mediately the best welcome, the finest quarters and the choicest food and drink
the Fairfaxes, the Carlyles and the other families of the Alexandria
neighborhood could offer,™” IF this was true, the English weére unappreciative.
After Braddock's defeat at the Batile of the Monongahela River on July 2,
1755, and his death on July 13, John Carlyle wrote his brother in England tha
the visitors were *'prejudiced against us'" and “used us as enemy territory.”” The
English “took whatever they wished," and when their actions were protested,
““curst the country and its inhabitants," calling them *‘the spawn of convicts,
the sweepings of the gaols, efc.,...which made their company wvery
dizagreeabls.” Carlvle was paid about fifty pounds for the use of his house, but
complained that it and his furniture were **abused."” He was, however, able 1o
boast that the meeting of the five governors in his house was the “grandest Con-
gress. . .ever held on this Continent.*"

The governors, mecting on April 14 at the Carlyle House, agreed that since
their requests to their assemblies for money (o finance the campaign agsinst the
French were unsuccessful, they should ask His Majesty™s ministers 1o compel
the colonies to supply funds.” Five days fater, Braddock wrote to Thomas
Robinson, one of George [1's Secretaries of State, outlining the plans for the
campaign, reporting the failure of the colonizs to provide funds, and siressing
“the necessity of laying 2 Tax on all His Majesty's Dominions in America for
the Services and Interest of the Colonies in this important Crisis.”™ Ten yvears
later the Stamp Tax was imposed, one of the several faxes on the American col-
ontes that caused the revoll against “taxation without representation.””

While the governors were meeting, General Braddock's troops, Halketi's
44th and Dunbar's 48th regiments were living up to their bad reputation. The
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miain problem of the troops was drunkenness, as noted in the journal of Capiain
Ormie; an aide (0 the gereral;

The General was very impatient 1o remove his iroops from Alexan-
dria, as the greatest care and severes! punishment could not prevent
the immoderaie wse of spiritous bguors, and he was likewdse in-
formed that the water of the place was bad.*

In Braddock's Crderiy Books, the first entry under the hending “Camp at Alex.
endria’’ was dated March 27, It warned the troops that " Any soldier who shall
desert tho he relurn again will be hanged withoot merey, """ One order contatned
o promise and a threal:

As an [ncouragement to the Men. . .cvery man will be allowed daily
as much of fresh or salt Provision as it will be able 1o provide them,
unless any man shall be found drunk, negligent or disobedient, in
such case his gratoity shall be stopped.

The orders issued on April 7 related 1o an early effort on behalf of women's
rights,

A Greater number of Women having been brought over than those
allowed by the Government sufficient for Washing with a View that
the Hospital might be served; and complaint having been made thai
a concert |8 enléred into not (0 serve withowt exorbliani Wages, a
Return will be ordered for those who shall refuse 10 serve for six
pende per day and their Provisions thal they may be urned out of
camp and others got in their places.”

All this time CGieorge Washington was wailing in the wings. On March 22 Cap-
tain Orme had written to him from Williamsburg, informing him that General
Braddock would be ““very glad of your company in his family,""* Washington
replied that be would call upon the general as soom as he heard of his arrival in
Alexandria. Washington had resigned his commission as colonel in the Virginia
Regimeni in Movember 1754, and after some discussion, || was agreed that he
would serve ms a volunteer, without pay, rather than accept a commission as
capiain, the highest rank that Braddock could offer. Washingron did not ac-
company Braddock and hiz roops when they left Alexandria, but delayed to
make arrangements for the handling of his estates during his absence.

On April 22, when Mrs. Browne'™ noted in her journal that the main body of
the troops had left Alexandria, Braddock was in Frederick, Marvland, awaiting
the arrival of wigons, carts and horses, With him was Benjamin Franklin,
Postmaster General of the American colonies, who had been sent by the Penn-
sylvania Assembly, ostensibly to arrange for the delivery of messages between
Braddock and the colonies, but also to advise Braddock what the Assembly had
done, and would do, to aid the expedition. The Assembly knew that the general
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had a “violent prejudice’ against their colony, !

When the results of the search for (ransport armived — 25 wagons, and some
of them in poor condition — Braddock angrily declared that the expedition was
at an end, and berated the London ministers for kinding his army in a2 couniry
“destitute of Means of conveying their Siores and Baggage.” Franklin agreed
that it was unfortunate that the troops had not disembarked in Pennsylvania
where every farmer owned a wagon, and within two weeks, had helped 1o
assemble |30 wagons and 259 pack horses,

One historian claims that in the selection of Alexandria as the port of entry
lor Braddock's troops, the general was the victim of *“definite chicanery.” Long
after Braddock’s dearh, this charge had been made by a pamphleteer, A history
of Braddock’s expedition, published in 1855, says thar Virginia was selected at
the sugpestion of John Hanbury, "“a Quaker gentleman. . .whose connections
were such that he happened to know a little about America, though nathing
probably, of warfare.”"' On the contrary, Hanbury knew a great deal about
warfare. He was an important dealer in munitions and an influential London
lobbyist, ' He was also a partner in the Ohio Company, organized by prominent
Virgintans, icleding George Washingion’s half brother, Lawrence, to obtain
grants of land on the western fronter. Hanbury was able to obiain a grani of
200,000 acres [or the company.” Lawrence Washingion had guided the act
establishing the town of Alexandria through the Virginia Assembly, thus pro-
viding for the development of a convenient port of entry for the European set-
thers the company hoped (o attract. Lawrence died in 1752, 50 he could have had
no part in the “chicanery,

I 1754, it waz apparently John Hanbury who persuaded the King's ministers
o designate Alexandria as the port of entry for Braddock's expedition. He
foresaw the army opening and clearing a road to the frontier, thus aiding the
Ohio Company, In defense of the King's ministers, they had reason (o believe
that officials in Virginia would aid the expedition more than would those in
Pennsylvania. Dinwiddie, the Governor of Virginia, had attempted to stop the
French incursions in 1753 and 1754, but the Quakers and Germans in Pennsyl.
vania had shown no interest in fighting the intruders,

The assessment of Braddock's abilities as a general may be left to military
historians, but comments on his character were made by some of hiz contem-
poraries. John Carlyle wrote his brother that Braddock and his siaff "seemed to
be afraid of nothing but thar the French and Indians would not give them a
mecting and iy their courage, we that knew the npumbers of the French,
endeavored to set them right, but to no purpose.”™ He added that Braddock was
a man of “week [sic] understanding, positive, and very indolent, Slave (o his
Passions, Women and Wine, as great an epicure as could be in his eating, tho a
brave man.'"

Franklin made a similar judgment: **This General was [ think & brave Man,
and might probably have made a Figure of a good Officer in some European
War, But he had too much Self-Confidence, too high an Opinion of the validity
aof English Troops, and (oo mean a One of both Americans and Indlans.. . In
Conversation with him one day, he was giving some Account of his intended
Progress “After taking Fort Duquesne,' says he, ' am to proceed to Niagara:
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and having taken that to Frontenac, if the Season will allow time; and [ suppose
it will; for Duguesne can hardly defain me above three or four Davs: and then [
see nothing that can obstruct my March to Miagara,""*
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THE ALEXANDRIA
MARKET SQUARE

by James D). Munson

The Alexandria Farmers Market meets every Saturday morning from five to
nine. In the winter the wooden tables and metal bing are in the Cameron Street
labby of City Hall. In warmer weather Frank Winesetl, Market Master, directs
that they be lined up under the portico and on the plaza near the bandstand on
the fountain side of City Hall. During mid-summer the market people set up
their sialls even earlier, people like Mark Dove from Springfield, Richard
Latham up from Culpeper, Leonard Dove and his mother, Virginia, from Fran-
conia, and myself from Arlington, When the trade is brisk, we stay on until ten,

When I first came there, 1 asked the tall and congenial Clarence Devers when
he had started. *‘Fifty years ago,” he said. **When | was four my mother
brought me with her to her stall. Her father had brought her since she was a
baby, and fis father had brought fim since he was little. One way or another,
there's been someone from our family here every week now for a hundred and
fifiy years.""

Alexandria is a planned town, over two hundred and twenty-five years old.
The encrgetic businessmen who petitioned Williamsburg for the town laid it out
in advance on paper. They drew ten streess and named them, They drew eighty-
four lots 1o be sold at public auction, except that on the plan they withdrew lois
43 and 44 and named them Market Place, in the center of the town-to-be,

The first lots were sold in July 1749, and building began right away. The
chaicest locations for commerce and residences were those hard by Market
Square. After two and a half centuries of building, rebutlding, fires, wars, peace
and careless and caring city officials and citizens, the aty’s center remains —
Marker Square.

This 15 parl of its siory.

Virginia's development was unigque among the early colonies. Her major com-
mercial undertaking was tobacco. Tobacco quickly exhausted the soil, and re-
quired enormous landholdings whose working was coordinated from a single
point: 1he plantation headquarters, Unlike subsistence crops which are used
locally in barter and exchange, tobacco was a cash crop Lo be shipped oul of the
locale. Waterborne transport was cheapest, and Virginia's access (o the Atlantic
via her rivers and the Chesapeake Bay made {1 easy as well. Virginia, then,
became a crazy-quilt of huge patches of land, self-contained mini-towns made
af plantation building complexes on or near river banks, and only a scattering of
small towns. In the tobacco economy, the few roads which were developed serv-
ed the handful of towns and the greater number of public warchouses where the
crop was assembled, inspected, priced, sold and shipped.'

Such a warchouse was built on the Potomac, below Great Falls, a1 the con-
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fluence of Hunting Creek and the rver. [t was also near the confluence of
Crronoco Creek, Oronoco coincidently being the Indian name for tobaceo, Until
the warchouse was built, there was no other reason for seitling there, judging by
the comments of Robert Thomas, Mr. Thomas died at the age of 107 on the Znd
of July, 1821, Among other things, his obituary in the Afexandrie Gazelte for 14
August 1821 says: **. . He would relate that he knew when the spot where Alex-
andria now stands was a howling wilderness, only inhabited by the wild deer and
wolf. Although Mr. Thomas' habits were unrestrained, complying with the
proverh “eat, drink, and be merry,' he was never known to call for medical aid
durimg his life.*

Onee the warchouse was built, a small community did develop, settled mainty
by the young Scots factors For merchants in Scotland. It was Scot couniry, Six
thousand acres had been granted by King Charles II to Robert Howsing in
refurn for his bringing 120 persons (o Virginia 1o setle, Howsing, who signed
his mame in several wavs, sold most of the land to the Scotch Yirginia family of
Alexanders. Philip Alexander, John Alexander and their brother-in-law, Hugh
West, conceived with young John Carlvle and William Ramsay the idea to
create & [own nearby, putting up some sixty acres of Alexander land at aucrion.
To this end they petitioned the General Assembly in Williamsburg.?

They were joined in this petition by others of their contemporaries whose
Wirginia standing must have guaranteed approval. Among them: the Right
Honorable Lord Fairfax, Sixth Baron of Cameron, Propricior of the Morthern
Meck of Virginia; the Honorable William Fairfax, agent for his cousin, Lord
Fairfax and father-in-law of John Carlvle; Colonel George William Fairfax, son
of William and agent for Lord Fairfax; Lawrence Washington, son-in-law of
William Fairfax and half-brother of George Washington; and John Carlyie,
Scorts merchant factor and William Fairfax's son-in-law.'

The petition was approved end granted in April 1749, and directed that within
four months the properiy be surveved, a plan drawn, land set aside for a marked
place and public landing, and then an auction held to sell the land, The proceeds
of the auction, of course, would go ro Hugh West and 1o the Alexander family,
after whom the new town would be named.

The survey, done by Hugh West, was completed by mid-July and forwarded
1o the Fairfax County authorities, The plan was used lor the auction Julv 13 and
14, and years later entered into the town records. (A copy of all this appears on
the following pages.)

A look at this plan gives the impression of being aboard a ship in the Potomae
Eiver, and indeed thiz is the point of view which the town planners had, As most
of Virginia*s main settlements and towns, this was 1o be a port. It is centered on
the *'bay’" between two points, with its ¢center stréel, Cameron, starting at the
waler's edge at the center of the bay's arc. And, although a marketplace could
have been located anywhere on the plan, it is logically placed at the center of
town — the infersection of the center and the mam streets, Cameron and Fair-
fax, Thus they planned a civic center of conseguence on what bad heretofore
been just a “howling wilderness: on the Potomag."

The cnabling legislation for the town, as drafted in Williamsburg, explicitly
stated the purpose as to be “commodious for frade and navigation.” We have
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nated how the alignment and divisions of the plan validated this. So did the auc-
tion, If this were to have been an indusirinl site, for example, or a residentinl
argm, or for social instituticnal use, we would expect the inland greas of the
town closest 1o opverlind road 1o be cholee, Ay the sponsors of the plan were
merchanis and shrewd land investors, thelr choice was relaied to dock space and
the mercantibe heart of the town, Markei Square,

The mid-July auction, in 1749, set a limit of 1wo lots per buyer. The record of
sale for the firsi day of the auction shows that members of the sponsoring group
snapped up all the pairs of lots which lay between the river and Market Square.
Lot 56 and 57 went 1o William Fairfax; Lawrence Washington acquired 51 and
52; John Carlyle's elose friend, William Ramsay, bought 46 and 47, and Carlyle
glzmull' got 41 and 42, Gerald Alexdander of the Alexanders purchased 31 and

Building began immediately: residences, residences with first Moor businesses,
retail and whilesale stores, professional offices, docks and warchouses. The bots
designaed as Market Square were cleared of trees and stumps, and on it the
town trustees arranged coordinarion of civic affairs and the supply of civic ser-
vices and marketing,

I amy unable to improve on Mettie Allen Yoges' colorful and imaginative ag-
count of the early Market Square:

Puring the 25 years between the beginning of Alesandria and the
outbreak of the Revoluwtionary War, Market Square was the center
of dawn 10 dusk acvivity, Construction was going on all around i,
Ox-drawn carts were rutting the unpaved streets as they brought in
fodds of lumber and brick, Mews spread “on the wind' from
downriver vantage poinis of the arrival of vessels from nbroad. The
docks were crowded with workmen unloading and reloading.
Wagons jostled through the muddy, and if not muddy, dusty sireets.
They were loaded high with crates of frying-size chickens, geese, and
ducks, squealing young pigs and country cured hams, baskets of cab-
bage and other vegetables and (ruit, sides of freshly kifled beef, and
wooden ¢asks of conl butter and cheese, Work horses shared the hii-
ching rails with impatient thoroughbreds whose riders had business
in the court house or bank and the carriages of ladbes intent on shop-
ping. The air was always flavored with pitch and tar, wet sail cloth
and hempen rope, oakum, and fertilizer which was the by-product of
the waterfront fishing industry and with which farmers loaded their
emply wagons beflore returning home from a dav in town,*

FACING PAGE

The 1816 Marker House with glock and sweepbe, beyond which rise the Nugpole and Sadeby (Cliv)
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The developments to support all this activity are dealt with piecemeal in the
standard sources,’ so | have essaved an (as far as [ can tell) unigque summary
plan of Market Square’s first S0-60 years, If we came up to the square from the
docks, here is what we would see as we looked from King Street across 1o
Cameron:

s The Market Square is bounded on the near side by Sharpshin Alley,
about twenty feel wide. Legend insists its name comes from pie-
shaped clipped coins used (o satisfy the need for fractional currency,
nicknamed “sharpshins.” As they cut through purse and pocket lin-
ings, they could be found along this alley, whose upper end de-
bouched opposite taverns and hostelries on Royal,

* Market Alley runs horizontally from King to Sharpshin. Although
the birthdates of these alleyvs are nol recorded, they were in use unfil
the 1965 plaza project obliterated them.

* There was a horse market between King and Sharpshin,

¢ There were two houses on the corner formed by Sharpshin and Fair-
fax, in one of which was Richard Acell's tavern, as mentioned {and
frequented) by George Washington in his diaries, 1768-1774,

» O the other side of the alley from Arell’s tavern stood stocks and a
whipping post from 1752-1835, in turn next to the first town jail built
in 1752.

# Mexi to the jail, on the corner of Fairfax and Cameron, the
townspeople built a Town House in 1760. The first floor was the
Alexandria School, and the second Moo had meeting rooms, These
were used Sundays by the Presbyterians for services, and monthly
for meetings of the town trustees, Many of the worthies of this one
group were likewise distinguished members of the other: Carlyle,
Dalion, Ramsay, the Alexanders, Macrae.

*  Mext to the Town House, but on Cameron, the Court House was
built in 1752, and for some years was the county scat.

* [n 1774, apparently berween the Court House and Royal, was one of
at one time three fire engine companies, It moved elsewhere in town
in 1RSS5, but there seems to have been a firehouse on the square for at
least the first hundred years.,

# The market area initially covered all of the open ground in the
“ocourtyard"™ formed by the municipal buildings. There is an un-
substantiated account of a covered, indoor space — possibly the
ground floor of the Court House — in the 1700s. In any case, a prop-
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er Market House was buill on the corner of Cameron and Royal, and
ran from Cameron all the way (o the alley. On itz ground Moor were
marker spaces and sialls, entry 1o which was through several huge
doors opening both 1o the courtyard and 10 the three thoroughfares:
Camerpn, Koyval and Sharpshin, The second floor was used by the
Masons and the top floor had rooms used s a museum lor Alexan-
drin Masonk memorabilia. 11l was 1opped with a sieeple and dock.,

The arca between Sharpshin and Cameron remained given over to municipal
offices and services, Alterations were made in some of the buildings on Fairfax,
and when a fire destroved the two major buildings — the Marker House and 1he
Court House — in 1871, sl were rebuilt as part of onc huge, integrated com-
plex. However, the original functions left thelr imprint. Until recently, the ite
of the 1752 jail was the town lock-up. The spot where the Town House stood ks
still the Clerk*s Office. Although the county seal was moved west into Fairfax,
the central section of the complexs will have court chambers until 1981, The
Market House had iis market spaces gradually pre-émpled o house city offices,
bul the upper Moors of the new building (1872) still have rooms once used by the
Masons,

The arca between Sharpshin and King, at least In the 20th century, was bulli
up with one- and |wo-story businesses. In 1965 they were all torn down lor ur-
ban renewal, bul market vendors and the Market Master could In 1977 recall
Hullfish Hardware and the Alevandria Gazerte on King, law offices at the cor-
ner of Fairfax and King, and on Roval between Sharpshin and King: Chauncey's
Mear Market, the Royal Cafe and & shoe siore.”

The Court House not only drew daily activity, but was also the site of impor-
tant periodic events, Local historian Effie C. Dunstan describes one:

Election day in Alexandria was an important event, but i also was a
rough, rowdy gathenng of men from all over the county. Frechold-
ers from the northern and wesiom mopniams somefimes spent 1w
of three davs iraveling to vole 81 the county court house, the only
polling place in the couniy. Seeking old friends, ralking politics and
land, and drinking an alcoholic punch called bumbo, were the mak-
ings of a lively holiday. Candidates routinely furnished food and
bumbo, often served from barrels, to the general public, Taverns
became gathering places for political discussions, trades, compro.
mises, and a1 times, fights, Ladies were siricily advized to stay off
the strects on eléction day,'

Mrs. Mary C. Powell, a genteel lady whose history of Alexandria was pub-
lished in 1928, well the locally famous election day story involving George
Washingion:

At that time (the 1750) Washingron, who was in command of the
Virginia Rangers, drilled his men upon the market space, having his
headquarters directly opposite on Royal Sireet at the City Tavern.
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(This would later be known as Gadsby's.) Election for members of
the Virginia House of Burgesses from Fairfax County was then going
on and both candidates, Fairfax and Ellzey, had many friends at
Alexandria. . . . Washington supporied Fairfax, while young William
Pavne was equally zealous for Ellzey. As they stood near the court-
house high words passed between them, and Payne, who was very
quick tempered, suddenly struck Washingion with a blow which
felled him to the ground. The troops guariered in the jail, hearing
the noise, rushed out, and there seemed every prospect of a Tight, but
Washington soon convinced them that any interference was un-
necessary, It wasa time when duels were frequently the result of such
encounters, and people looked forward ansiously, Bul the noble
spirit of the yvoung soldier asserted itself. He felt his responsibility in
the matter, and forthwith retired o his lodgings and sent for Payne
to whom he made what he considered the proper acknowledgement
af his fault, The veneration of posterity is not lessened by the
knowledge that Washington was a man of impulses and some of the
infirmitics of the human family. The two young men became firm
riends, and Payne afterwards distinguished himself in the Revolu-
tion. The story of this encounter, however, rests solely upon the
authority of Parson Weems, who was wont to embellish his histories
with spirited anecdotes of which he seems 1o have been the sole
custodian.®

Town life centered in and arcund Marker Square, Iis mix of the personal,
professional and civic is reflected in the square’s surroundings, a sampling of
which still exiss.

The market was never allowed to operate willv-nilly, From the first the town
irustecs legislated its adminisiration and prescribed rules of operation.

The biggest events of the early vears were the fairs. Legislation was enacted in
I 752 that the fairs were to be held in Market Square every vear in October. The
legislation went on o allow for those two five-day periods:

Persons coming fo, being at, or going from the same, together with
their caitle, goods, wares and merchandise will be exempt and
privileged from all arrests, attachments, etc. except for capital of-
fenses, breach of the peace or for any controversies, suits and quar-
rels that might arise and happen during the time,*

Probably even more important were the weekly market times. From 1751 to
the present there have been all kinds of arrangements: Wednesdays and Satur-
days, six davs a week (but not Sundays), Saturdays only, mornings only, all day,
and so on. As they changed they were enforced by the Market Master.,

The Market Master was once an appoinied official, salaried, whose duties in-
cluded those now divided among several ity offices. For example, official wine
micasures, dry measures, weights and a lumber measure sere sent from England
in 1744, Omee a vear the Marker Master took them fo cach merchant in town
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and checked the merchant’s measures, Those found wanting he punctured or
broke. The town Board of Health, headed at one time by Washington®s physi-
cian, Dr. Elisha C. Dick, required the Market Master to keep the Square clean
and to condemn all produce unfit for sale,”®

A fine precis of the regulations up to 1876 appeared that vear in the 4lexan-
drie Gazerle. | note with much interest that the one surviving rile still enforeed
in today’s market is now phrased: "to sell it here you RO Lo grow it or make it at
home.' (See reprint from the Alevandrio Gazerte below.)

Five years after The Gazette published the regulations governing the market,
fire destroyed so much of the building complex between Sharpshin Alley and
Cameron that total rebuilding was necessary, The Market House, a total loss,
was rebuilt as a copy of the original, even 10 the ornate Banjamin Latrobe siee-
ple. The city buildings were united, and the market and city offices, court
chambers and jail put under one roof. This massive pile ran from Sharpshin
along Royal to Cameron, down Cameron to Fairfax, and along Fairfax to
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Sharpshin, forming a hollow square or courtyard open on the alley side. In this
courtvard at least one long shed was built, its long axis parallel (o the Cameron
City Hall building, The shed (or sheds, photos are not too clear) was open on the
sides, sheltering long double rows of hack-to-back wooden tables, or stalls,

The market was still immensely popular. In the 1920s there were farmers
bringing produce in from as far away as Winchester, One rowed across the fiver
from Maryland. In the summer they held forth in the shade; in the winter,
warmed themselves around woodfires in metal drums. There were Fifty to-sixty
vendors, with fresh fruit and produce, flowers and potted plants, sall and
smoked meats, sweetenings, live pouliry cleaned and drawn on purchase, fresh
fish, domestic and wild rabbits and other game, baked goods, confections,
items knit, crocheted, appliqgued and sewn, jams, jellies, condiments, and
seasonal items such as Christmas greens.'!

But the city's office force kept growing and one by one the market spaces in
the Market House were closed off and turned into offices. The large doorways
were bricked in. Finally, the vendors were completely moved out of the Market
House, and it was no longer even referred 1o by that name.

The 19405 and 19505 saw the burgeoning of the suburbs in America, resulting
in the loudly declared “decay™ of the downtown zreas of countless cities, Alex-
andria was one of them. The same changes which centrifugally moved com-
merce to the suburbs decreased trade at the market. The city fathers, as in so
many cities and towns at the time, wanted to revitalize the downtown area in the
hope trade would be lured back. At the same time, the role and responsibilities
of the Alexandria city government increased; it needed siill more staff and still
more room to house i,

The result of several plans for expansion, stubbornly bur unsuccessfully
resisted both by market vendors and preservationist city groups, was & move 1o
clear and remodel all of the Market Square area, starting with Sharpshin Alley
and confinuing completely across the square to King Street, Al the same time
the market shed in the court would be razed, and the open area filled in com-
pletely with office spaces. The plans would be approved and funded: the work
began.

The market shed was razed, and the vendors moved indoors to a city proper-
ty, formerly Chauncey’s Market on Rowal Street, then outdoors on the
Cameron Street sidewalk against the city hall walls, then inside the building in a
foyer, and finally, in good weather, under twin porticos overlooking the newly
lendscaped fountain plaza,

It seemed as though the market would surely disappear, The number of ven-
dors dropped to about twelve. They honored the traditions and kepi the
memories alive, memories shared by the customers who have been coming to the
market for as fong as fifty years. Mrs. Powell epitomizes them in this passape
from her book:

What native townsman can forget Hammerdingers horsecakes,
peculiar to Alexandria, and consumed in droves by the juvenile
population. Delicious were those stour two-legged beasts, fresh from
the oven, and whose microscopic 1ails were scornfully awarded 1o
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over-smart children. The twisted sticks of yellow taffy were also
most popular, and were sold by Aunt Airey, who seasoned them 1o
taste, pepperming, cinfamon of wintergreen, by passing over them a
feather from & bottle of essence. . . . 1l was a busy soene, and what
privilége the children considered it 1o be allowed 10 go.. .10 the
market on Saiurday mornings. How well one recalls the chin-
quapins, persimmon beer and apple pone, the fascination of
“Washinglon Pie", ..

In retrospect it seems to be the blossoming days of spring, among the
sialls laden with lilac, mock orange, with hyacnth, daffodil and
willllower, while 1he odor of fresh vegetables and fragrani bunches
of thyme, sweet basil, and marjoram perfume the air, The peeping of
chickens is heard, and the bleating of calves in the pen, with the roll-
ing of wheels down Sharpshin Alley, while above all is heard the auc-
tioner*s bell, calling & sale at the Market House door. . . . . Prosaic
sights and sounds all, but with them comes a flood of (ender
memaories of childhood and old markei square.'?

50 long do customs endure that, by consulting 1%h and [8th century books
on food and cooking later [ bave been able 1o find recipies for all ihe debicacies
Mrz. Powell describes.,

To begin with, chinquapins are a shrubby chestnut, whose nuts were widely
eaten until the American chestnut trée (amily, of which this is a group, was all
but wiped out after the turn of this century by a blight. Clarence Devers, at the
market, recalls bringing them in as lnte a8 the early 1930s,

Hammerdinger's horse cakes were probably gingerbread cookies cut out in a
horse shape rather than s & gingerbread man. The horse-shaped cookie cutter is
a standard, a classic, with both forelegs and both hindlegs as one. The tail is bui
& small pointed aflerthought. Gingerbvead cookiss made with molasses have an
excellent shell life, end are enjoved siale as well as fresh. The ginger-molasses
ilasie i3 a umversal favorile.

Aunt Airy*s taffy was probably molasses 1affy. The basic recipe is centuries
old: a cup of malksses and a cup of sugar, with a tablespoon of vinegar all being
cooked 1o the hardball siage, cooled in a pan untl the mixture con be handled,
then pulled into slender, pate yellow ropes, clipped to short lengths, and iwisted
together by twos and allowed (0 harden, The subdued molasses Mavor would
marry well with the Mavored sssences.

Pone is the generic name for cornbread. Sandra Oddo, in her book of recipes
from the 191h century (Home Made, MNew York: Aniheneum, 1972, p. 309),
gives a recipe for Apple Johnny Cake: Mix in the order given | pint of white
corn medl, 2 tablespoons sugar, a hall teaspoon each of =ali, sods and cream of
tartar, mitk enough to mix quite soft, and three pared and sliced apples. Bake in
a shallow cake pan for thirty minutes.

In her book Home Life in Colondial Days {Stockbridge, Massichusetis; The
Berkshire Traveler Press, 1974, a reprint of the 1898 edition), Alice Morse Earle
confirms that **In Virginia whole plantations of the honey-locust Furmished
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locust beans for making metheglin, From persimmons, elderberries, juniper
herries, pumpkins, cornstalks, hickory nputs, sassafras bark, birch
bark . . .various lghi drinks were made'® (page 163). Celebrating the late 1%th
century country cooking i Yirginia, Edna Lewis talks of persimmon beer (from
The Tasie of Country Cooking, Mew York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1976, page 156}

In the spring we would make a dandelion wine, whereas in the fall
there was an abundance or persimmons, which we valued fora kind
of beer we could make with them, We would gather the persimmons
only after a heavy frost because that was said (o sweeten them., We
would. . . trim of their caps, and stir them inio a medium soft batrer
made from the bran of white cornmeal mixed with water. . .spoon it
into a large bread pan and bake it in the oven, After it had baked and
conled, the cake was placed in & stone crock or wooden keg with
iwice as much spring water, then covered and lefi 1o ferment wnril
Crandfather decided it was ready for drinking — usually in late
winler.

Elizabeth Hambleton brought to my attention that m the 1930 edition of The
Hoston Cooking-School Cook Book (Boston: Little Brown and Company, page
671}, Fannie Merritt Farmer prints a likely recipe for Washington Pie as a varia-
tion of her Boston Cream Fie. She says to make it “using raspberry jam be-
iween the lavers instead of cream filling. Sprinkle with powdered sugar, Cuf in
pie-shaped pieces.™ This certainly would be properly portable by the piece for
the market point of sale,

One morning last Fall T stood near my stall inothe bright Indian summer
sunlight, Behind me were the gray eminences of the Carlyle House and the Ram-
say House, From where [ siood, in the vanished track of Sharpshin Alley and
Market Allev's imtersection, | could see one warm red brick corner of Gadshy's
across Roval. [ had been talking with Mark Dove, in his eighties. He has been
coming For sixty years, in the beginning by horse and wagon from his Spring-
field farm. He'd spun a lot of fine rales about the market. Then, as he so often
did, he unconsciously slipped inte keening over his fearfully painful arthrinis,
“Crippling arhritis,” he matier-of-Factly called .

el then,' 1 vemiured, “you've come here all your Life, eh?’

He stopped. looked around the square, his eves resting on the neighboring
buildings and thie cheerful crowd of customers who seem to regard the market as
their can delightlul secrel.

Mo yer, son,"” he said. Mot vet,"””

James [, Munson s 5 docioral candidade in American Sedees a0 the Unlvessity of Saryband, onder-
taking a historical recanstrugtbon of Alexamidsia s the Middle Period. He studied Fremch and the
itmasies al Weshoyan 300 and Inlermational Relwtioms of Georgelown, Universaty ("6l Mr, Mumsan
is m retired Gewtensnd colosd, L5, Marine Corps, amd on sward-winning coeok.
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DOCTORING AND FISHING
ON THE POTOMAC IN 1843

Warwick Price Miller was born Sepiember 26, 1824 “in a two
story brick house. . _on the south side of Wolfe Street about midway
between Fairfax and Royal.'' He was the son of Robert H. Miller
(1798-1874) and Anna Janncy Miller (1802-1885). In 1848 he married
Ann Moore Stabler (1828-1892). We prini bere excerplis from &
reminiscence he wrote in 1896, 15 years before his death in 1911. The
evenis with which these excerpts are concerned began in his I%h
veur, The original document §s in the collection of Mk, Roberi H,
Miller 11 of Olney, Maryland. We are grateful to T. Michael Miller
lor bringing il 10 OUr BNERLOnN.

.. One of father's intimate business friends was Geo. H. Smoot, lamber
mm:hum who also carried on a lnrge fishery on (he Potomac. . . . In 1843 Smoot
took me with him ss clerk and Doctor! | was rather **taken nhuck" at the later
bul he 1old me 1o learn how 1o use & spring lancel — and get a siock of medicine,
Richard Stabler” showed me how 1o use the lancet by practicing on the ribs of a
cabbage leaf. | lald in a supply of salts, oil, No. & and composition’ and while
on the subject may | say [ was a very succesaful practitioner — whiskey and
black pepper for cholic, bleeding and castor oll followed by a big dose of com-
position For colds,

| felt rather nervous at the fira aitempt &t hleeding butl soon became an ex-
pert. On ficst days | always had several 1o bleed as it was s00n noised in (he
country that there was a Doctor ai the landing that did ot charge and the col-
ored people, men and women, patronised me, | used a turtle shell to carch the
blood so as 10 delermine when | had taken enough.

We went 1o the shore the lasi ol March, it ook some time 10 get ready for
fishing as the *“berth** that is the part of the river 10 be fished had 10 be dragged
with ropes (0 remove logs and other obstacles. Capstans of which there were
eight along the beach had 10 be repaired, seine to be tarred, vats in which the
fish were salted 10 be repaired. About 60 men, white and black, were employed,

The boat with which the seing was laid oul packed 22 oars under command of
the foreman who was a Baltimore fisherman — & certain Joe Chaney one of the
mosl profane men | ever met, but be had 8 hard 1ot 10 manage. The balance of
the force was called the land wing directed by another foreman,

About 600 fathoms of rope was first colled very carefully in the boat, ihen
BOO fathoms of seine, finally 600 fathoms more of rope. The boat would start
from the upper capstan going up the river until the first rope was run out and
then siowed until the tide was right which was a very nice poini, the object being
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i have just enough of the ebb to take the seine opposite the landing at slack
water 50 as to dreaw |1 in while that lasted. 11 100 much tide was taken the seine
would be swept down the river where the boat had 1o follow and the carch was
lost, When the foreman decided the tide was just night the boal staried, the men
pulling & very guick siroke with all their strengih; 1 was & fine sighi, the 22 oars
flanking in perfect lime; woe 1o the man who mitsed a stroke, he would be
jeered by the crew and hear language more forcible than polite from the fore-
man,

Two loockout boats followed the seineg boal, ong stopping ol eich end of the
selng 1o see that pumping vessels did nod rum into . When (he big boat was
near the lower capstan she was swung around with stern (o the shore and ail
hands jumped on land or in the watér as it happened and rushed ihe rope 1o the
capsian which [ should have sand was an upright one, then I was wrapped
arpund a band and a horse trained for the purpose galloped round wntil the
slack was laken m. When the strain came on 1he rope the men manned the
capitan arms. The landing wing commenced 1aking in stack as the seine boa
started from the anchorage and both wings would “flit"* from one capsian 1o
nnother until iF all weni well the seine would be opposite the sheds, When the
iwo ends of the seing were landed the lookoul boats would lake oul “guarier
limes"* ms they were called and srzach 10 the seine. These were put 10 the capstans
io draw the seine and when §i was near the shore the “*seine-cleaners™ had 1o
wade out to the back of it sometimes up 10 their necks (in water) and pull a1 and
clean it. If any sturgeons were in the seine men with a slip noose in hand would
rush in {and) catch them and drag them ashore to prevend their tearing the
net.. . .1 once saw |7 surgeon from 4 1o 7 lect long taken out.

When the fish were well bunched up scows were taken to the back and the fish
taken up with scoop nets and thrown in, When the scow was Tull it was iaken o
the “runboat’ which took the fish 1o Alexandria or Washington. Four run
boats were employed each managed by three men. If there were more fish than
the boats could carry or if the price was (o0 low & dozen men would get in cach
scow, start a song and dance over the fish uniil the scales were rubbed off. They
wire then put in tubs, washed and placed in the vais and salved. | think 1he vats
held whour 500 barrels,

| enjoyed the life very much though {1 was rough and expossing [sic); hours
Toor sleep very irregular a8 we had to fish as the tde served and that was two
hours later every day. A great many fish were sald 1o the planters who came 1o
the shore with ox teams; part of my duty wis 1o 522 10 the sales; another was io
attend to the supplies sold — the men's shoes, Mannel shirs, cakes and 1obacco
being the staplés. I was a severe life for 1he men were always wol while fishing
and garly in the season often very cold; they lived in 1wo large shantiss where
they had immense fires, The allowance of whiskey was 13 jiggers (¥ pll) a day . *

The greatest number of shad and herring | ever saw caught wus about 150,00
but once we had 50 many in the seine that after taking out all they could manage
the seine was opened and allowed the balance (o escape. The work always went
better when the men were singing, ong man leading and the rfest joining in
chorus, One colored man, Mace Smallwood, had a splendid voice snd made
great fun improvising, on the land wing were many Germans who sang well.
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L. An jmsirmmenl wed For bisvding,

L A lncal pharmscisg.

¥, Edward Early of Timberman®s Dirug Sdoce, 106 M. Washingion 50, kemiifies — So, & Tise-
tar af ecupsloum (enyenne pepper inan sleohed basel and myreh | this preparaibon wis abso galled
hat deops), Composition: compainded powder of bayberry, bayberry Bark, Jamaica ginger,
cafissimm angl clove,

1

4, I & jigper was Vo il (2 o, the delly sBosmnce wes 16 o



